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WHY STUDY AT 
ACU

WELCOME TO ACU

IMPORTANT DATES & CONTENTS
ACU SEMESTER 1  
(FEB - JUNE)

ACU SEMESTER 2  
(JULY - DEC)

Orientation for 
new students Mid-February Mid-July

Lectures start End of February End of July

Semester break 
(vacation week) End of April End of September

Exams June November

Results released Mid-July Early December

APPLICATION 
DEADLINES

International students may apply to the 
University any time before the course 
commencement date, except for certain 
courses which have specific application 
deadlines. Please note the University 
reserves the right to close applications and 
acceptances for any course once enrolment 
quotas have been reached.

Semester 1

Applications must be submitted by the end of 
October 2014 (to start in semester 1, 2015)

Please note:
• Applications for the following degrees need 

to be lodged before 30 September 2014: 
Bachelor of Psychological Science (Honours), 
Postgraduate Diploma in Psychology, 
Master of Psychology (Clinical), Master of 
Psychology (Educational & Developmental)

• Applications for the Bachelor of 
Physiotherapy need to be lodged before 31 
October 2014.

Semester 2 Applications must be submitted by the end of 
April 2015.

www.acu.edu.au/int_key_dates
Australian Catholic University 

(ACU) is a unique institution, 
offering a broad range of  

high-quality academic courses 
to our dynamic student 

population. 

WELCOME TO ACU
With our strong focus on social responsibility as well as learning and 
success, ACU is the place to experience the best of Australian life both 
socially and academically. International students have the opportunity 
to study at one of six ACU campuses, located in the capital cities of 
Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane; the national capital Canberra; and the 
regional centre of Ballarat. A degree with ACU gives you the opportunity 
to see our beautiful nation while gaining a world-class education. 

The ACU advantage
•  We are highly ranked (4-5 star) by The Good Universities Guide 2012 

for staff qualifications, student demand, staff/student ratio and cultural 
diversity, assuring you a high-quality academic and social experience. 

•  Currently, there are 3,323 international students from 92 countries 
studying with us, making it possible for you to make friends from all 
over the world.

•  We have extensive (and growing) links with more than 100 institutions 
in over 20 countries, opening the doors of the world to you.

•  Social responsibility and community engagement are at the heart of 
ACU’s mission. This enhances academic experience and builds strong 
skills that will help you make a real difference to the world around you.

•  Our strong links with industry provide research and work experience 
possibilities, helping you to gain invaluable practical experience.

•  ACU invests heavily in strategic research programs and research 
capacity: we are home to multiple research institutes and are 
committed to the recruitment and ongoing training of outstanding 
researchers.

•  Our successful graduates boast an employment rate that is higher 
than the national average. Many of our students secure jobs before 
they graduate, and the majority are employed within six months of 
graduation.

• Students have access to dedicated support services, providing careers 
advice, disability assistance, counselling, academic skills development, 
and ministry services.

www.acu.edu.au/international

ACCREDITATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS
ACU is Australia’s only public Catholic university and is part of the 
government-funded national system of Australian universities.

ACU:

• is accredited with the Australian Government’s Tertiary Education 
Quality and Standards Agency (TEQSA). 

• is registered with the Commonwealth Register of Institutions and 
Courses for Overseas Students (CRICOS), which gives us authorisation 
to enrol international students.

• is also a member of the Association of Commonwealth Universities and 
the International Federation of Catholic Universities, giving us valuable 
global connections and networks.

• conducts its activities in accordance with the Educational Services for 
Overseas Students (ESOS) Act 2000.

ACU is a publicly funded university open 
to students of all beliefs. We focus on the 
delivery of quality programs across a 
range of areas including education, arts, 
business, law, health sciences, theology and 
philosophy.

We are recognised for our supportive and 
nurturing learning environment. The services 
we offer our students will ensure you achieve 
your best during your degree. We understand 
that university is about more than just 
studying. 

Student associations organise a busy 
calendar of events, including annual balls 
and social activities, to give you a break from 
your studies. During your course you will 
benefit from the many close links we have 
established with our industry partners. 

ACU FACTS AND FIGURES

Undergraduate students 18,406

Postgraduate students 5,300

International students 3,323

Total number of students 24,000+

Countries represented in student population 92 

Campuses 7

Cities where ACU has campuses (Sydney, 
Brisbane, Melbourne, Canberra, Adelaide & 
Ballarat)

6

Faculties (Education & Arts, Health Sciences, 
Law & Business, Theology & Philosophy) 4

Number of programs offered 115+

Research Institutes 5

Academic staff* 915 

Professional staff* 850

Staff-to-student ratio 1/23

WHY STUDY 
AT ACU?

As at December 2012 
* Includes sessional and casual staff members.
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You will also have access to top quality 
facilities, giving you the greatest practical 
experience during your degree.

The University is well known for its ability 
to produce graduates of the highest order 
– ACU is among the top 10 universities in 
Australia for graduates gaining full-time 
employment. We encourage all our students 
to think critically and be guided by social 
justice principles: you will learn to question 
the world around you and determine how 
you, in your own way, can make a valuable 
contribution. 

I look forward to welcoming you to the ACU 
community.

Professor Greg Craven 
Vice-Chancellor

http://www.acu/int_key_dates


High quality courses at reasonable prices. Excellent return on an investment for your future.

City population  
95,000

ACU student population  
1,011 (1% int. students)

WHY STUDY IN BALLARAT?
• Gain a unique, Australian experience

•  Friendly, local community in a peaceful 
rural setting

•  ACU’s Ballarat campus has many 
historic buildings and is conveniently 
located near the commercial centre.

Ballarat is a beautiful rural town located in 
the Central Highlands region of Victoria, 
approximately 110 kilometres north-west 
of Melbourne (approximately a 75-minute 
drive). It is one of Victoria’s most popular 
destinations for visitors who want to 
experience Australian town living at its 
best. Ballarat has a peaceful environment, 
an informal and friendly local community, 
and a cosmopolitan atmosphere with 
some wonderful restaurants and cafes, a 

WHY STUDY IN CANBERRA?
•  Blend of urban living and Australian 

nature

•  International city with a multicultural 
environment

•  ACU’s Canberra campus provides an 
intimate, friendly environment, making it 
easy to make friends.

ACU CANBERRA 
CAMPUS - SIGNADOU

ACU BALLARAT 
CAMPUS - AQUINAS

strong arts scene and many festivals and 
events that celebrate local wine, food, 
history and music. What makes Ballarat 
special is the traditional architecture, 
heritage-listed buildings, wide streets and 
magnificent statues. 

Ballarat has a similar climate to 
Melbourne, with slightly cooler 
temperatures in winter. The campus, 
which is set in beautiful gardens, is near 
the commercial centre of Ballarat and 
close to facilities. The delightful old 
buildings and trees on campus reflect 
the history of the town and provide a 
peaceful environment for learning. The 
small campus is a cheerful place for 
students to meet, study and socialise. 
With over 1,000 students, the campus 
offers quality teaching facilities including 
simulated nursing labs, computer labs, 
library, canteen, visual art rooms, gallery, 
bookshop, gym, and dedicated student 
accommodation. 

City population 
More than 367,000

ACU student population  
951 (3% int. students)

Canberra, the national capital, is an 
international city with more than 70 
embassies and high commissions. Canberra 
provides excellent facilities for study, 
including access to the National Library, 
the largest in Australia. If you like cycling, 
Canberra has many great bike paths, 
which are an excellent way to get around. 
Canberra has warm, dry summers and cold 
winters.

Conveniently located only five kilometres 
from the city centre and well-served by 
public transport, Signadou is one of ACU’s 
smaller campuses. With approximately 55 
friendly staff on site, you will enjoy the 
intimate, welcoming campus environment. 
Campus facilities include a swimming pool, 
canteen, computer labs and a chapel.

Each of the six campuses available to international students (Brisbane, Strathfield, 
North Sydney, Canberra, Melbourne, and Ballarat) offer students the opportunity to 
experience a different aspect of Australia’s culture and environment. 

Brisbane

Sydney

Canberra
Adelaide*

Melbourne

Ballarat

(NSW)
SYDNEY

North Sydney
ACU English 

Language  
Centre

(QLD)
BRISBANE
ACU English  

Language  
Centre,  

Brisbane

(VIC)
BALLARAT

(VIC)
MELBOURNE

ACU English 
Language Centre, 

Melbourne

(ACT)
CANBERRA

(SA)
ADELAIDE

(NSW) 
SYDNEY
Strathfield

State City All Student International 
Students (% of)

QLD Brisbane 4,564 8%

NSW Sydney 9,006 18%

VIC Melbourne 7,321 12%

VIC Ballarat 1,011 1%

ACT Canberra 951 3%
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FIVE REASONS WHY 
YOU WILL LOVE ACU

EDUCATION 
TRADITION

MULTICULTURAL

1857 1963

1900 1991

2015

ACU celebrates 25 years 
and hosts the International 

Federation of Catholic 
Universities (IFCU) General 

Assembly.

24,000+
students in total

HIGH GRADUATE  
EMPLOYMENT RATIO* 

95% 
EMPLOYMENT RATE 
within four months of degree 
completion for those seeking 
full-time employment. 
* Higher than national average. Source: 
Graduate Destination Survey (GDS) 2012.

Good 
Samaritan 

Sisters

Training  
in NSW  
and VIC

Training 
in NSW, 

VIC, QLD 
and ACT

Merger of 
education 
colleges, 
forming  

ACU

One of 
the fastest 
growing 

universities 
in Australia

ACU was one 
of the first 
education 
providers in 
Australia  

14% 
international 
students

1

2 3

STUDY IN FIVE 
OF THE MOST 
EXCITING CITIES 
IN AUSTRALIA

5

92 
nationalities

ACU IS ONE OF THE MOST  

AFFORDABLE 
INSTITUTIONS IN AUSTRALIA

4

OUR CAMPUSES 

* Adelaide: Currently 
not offering CRICOS 
registered courses

As at December 2012



CLIMATE
Brisbane is warm all year round, with an 
annual average of eight hours of sunshine 
each day and an average of 245 clear sunny 
days each year.

BRISBANE

ACU BRISBANE 

City population  
4.08 million

Population of Victoria  
5.55 million

MELBOURNE
ACU MELBOURNE 
CAMPUS - ST PATRICK’S

ACU student population  
 7,321 (12% int. students)

ACU’s Melbourne campus is conveniently 
located next to Melbourne’s central 
business district. It is a short walk from the 
popular and busy Brunswick and Smith 
streets, known best for their cafes, shops 
and art galleries. Some of Melbourne’s 
finest parks, gardens and recreational 
facilities are also within easy walking 
distance. The main campus building is 
a multi-storey complex that has been 
completely renovated to provide students 
and staff with purpose-built facilities. It 
is a modern, compact study environment 
that is full of activity throughout the week. 

The new $75 million Daniel Mannix 
building opened at the Melbourne 
campus in October 2012. The building is 
comprised of a 300-seat lecture theatre, 
specialist learning facilities in health 
sciences and psychology, a fitness centre, 
a chapel and a rooftop garden. This 
outstanding building provides access to 
state-of-the-art facilities, improving your 
academic experience. 

ACU student population  
 4,564 (8% int. students)

Located in the northern suburb of Banyo, 
the ACU campus is set on 40 hectares 
of beautifully landscaped grounds with 
historic buildings. It is located just 12 
kilometres from the centre of Brisbane, and 
one kilometre from the Banyo train station. 
The campus is easily accessible by public 
transport and by the ACU shuttle bus, which 
is free for all students. The campus is on 
the site of the former Pius XII Provincial 
Seminary, with its history extending back 
to 1863. 

SEASONS Max. temp. 
°C (°F) 

Min. temp. 
°C (°F)

SUMMER  
Dec-Feb

29.8 (86) 21 (70)

AUTUMN 
Mar-May

26.8 (80) 16.9 (62)

WINTER 
June-Aug

22.3 (72) 10.5 (51)

SPRING 
Sep–Nov

26.7 (80) 16.1 (61)

Source: Bureau of Meteorology. Data reflects average temperatures 
recorded from 1981–2010.

City population  
2.15 million

Population of Queensland  
4.51 million

CLIMATE
Known for having four seasons in one day, 
the weather can vary from a wet morning 
to a sunny afternoon and mild evening. 
Melbourne has warm, dry summers and 
cool, wet winters.

SEASONS Max. temp. 
°C (°F) 

Min. temp. 
°C (°F)

SUMMER  
Dec-Feb

25.3 (78) 13.2 (58)

AUTUMN 
Mar-May

20.3 (69) 10.4 (51)

WINTER 
June-Aug

13.7 (57) 5.9 (43)

SPRING 
Sep–Nov

19.3 (67) 8.6 (47)

Source: Bureau of Meteorology. Data reflects average 
temperatures recorded from 1981–2010.

CAMPUS
MCAULEY AT BANYO

*The EIU's Global Liveability Survey 2011, 2012 & 2013. 

WHY STUDY IN 
MELBOURNE?
•  Voted world’s most liveable city in 

2011, 2012 and 2013*

• Great cafes, restaurants and shopping

•  ACU’s Melbourne campus is 
conveniently located, only 2km from 
the Melbourne city centre.

Melbourne, the state capital of Victoria, 
is a rich and culturally vibrant city. 
Recent surveys have established that 
approximately 40 per cent of Melbourne’s 
population was born outside of Australia 
in more than 130 countries. The ethnic 
diversity of Melbourne’s population 
greatly influences the lifestyle of people 
living here.

There are plenty of things to enjoy in 
Melbourne, including great cuisine, 
shopping, art galleries and an outdoor 
lifestyle. Melbourne is famous for its wide 
variety of restaurants and cafes that will 
satisfy every taste and fit any budget. 
Boutique stores line the city and suburban 
streets, defining the original character of 
the city. 

WHY STUDY IN BRISBANE?
•  Great weather throughout the year, 

perfect for people who enjoy outdoor 
activities

•  Affordable, friendly city, ideal for 
international students

•  Brisbane campus offers a real campus 
experience, with green parks and public 
spaces to make new friends.

Brisbane is Australia’s fastest-growing city 
and the state capital of Queensland. As 
with the rest of Queensland, Brisbane is 
well known for its sunny blue skies. The 
city’s climate makes it a great place to 
enjoy a cosmopolitan outdoor lifestyle. 
From parklands and botanical gardens to 
a relaxed and friendly city with shopping 
centres, art galleries and restaurants, it has 
something for everyone.

Brisbane is close to the world-famous 
Surfers Paradise stretch of coast. Living in 
Queensland means you are not far away 
from the world’s most amazing rainforests 
and beautiful tropical reefs.

The contrast of beautiful architecture, 
from traditional Victorian to unusual post-
modern, reflects Melbourne’s character as 
a true ‘melting pot’. Theatres, art galleries, 
museums, street artists, clubs, literary 
events, interest groups and festivals give 
the city a vibrant creative scene. 

Parks and gardens create a soothing sense 
of space. People from Melbourne love to 
commute on the trams that criss-cross the 
city, and cycling is also very popular (and 
healthy!).
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A five-minute train from Sydney’s city 
centre, the ACU MacKillop campus 
is conveniently located just over the 
famous Sydney Harbour Bridge in the 
North Sydney business precinct. North 
Sydney campus life is centred around 
a large outdoor courtyard and student 
recreational area where students meet 
between classes. Campus facilities also 
include a new chapel built in 2012. The 
campus is small, multicultural and friendly, 
and is accessible by excellent bus and 
train services.

ACU 
NORTH SYDNEY 
CAMPUS - MACKILLOP

SYDNEY

ACU North Sydney

ACU North Sydney, Sydney

ACU Strathfield, Sydney

CLIMATE
Sydney lies within the temperate zone and 
enjoys a moderate climate – neither too 
hot nor too cold. 

SEASONS Max. temp. 
°C (°F) 

Min. temp. 
°C (°F)

SUMMER  
Dec-Feb

26.1 (79) 19.2 (67)

AUTUMN 
Mar-May

23.1 (74) 15.3 (60)

WINTER 
June-Aug

18.1 (65) 9.4 (49)

SPRING 
Sep–Nov

22.6 (73) 14.2 (58)

Source: Bureau of Meteorology. Data reflects average 
temperatures recorded from 1981–2010.

 

ACU student population  
9,006 (18% int. students)

City population  
4.6 million

Population of NSW  
7.23 million

ACU’s distinctive mission is “to be guided 
by a fundamental concern for justice and 
equity and the dignity of all people”. 

ACU established the Institute for 
Advancing Community Engagement 
(IACE) to engage ACU’s staff and students 
on collaborative projects that build 
capacity, improve wellbeing and produce 
just and sustainable outcomes for 
vulnerable people and their communities 
locally, nationally and internationally.

ACU’s community engagement program 
is an integral and distinctive component 
of the University’s teaching, learning 
and research and is now one of the five 
components of the core curriculum.

BEYOND TODAY
An agenda of hope - Moving Together 
Beyond Today: IACE’s core agenda, 
Beyond Today, aims to create a real sense 
of hope and belief in a better tomorrow 
for people on the margins of today’s 
society. ACU’s distinctive community 
engagement has three key themes:

• Beyond Disadvantage: Projects in this 
category reach out to disadvantaged 
and marginalised people in our society 
and those most in need.

• Beyond Borders: These projects 
encourage staff and students to 
participate in action for change beyond 
our national boundaries.

• Beyond Differences: These projects aim 
to promote community engagement 
that is enriched by inter-faith and inter-
cultural understanding.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
PROGRAMS
1. Beyond Disadvantage:
Clemente Australia is an innovative 
university education program for people 
who are homeless or marginalised. It 
aims to break the cycle of poverty and 
disadvantage. 

Homework Support Programs provide 
after-school tutoring and mentoring 
by ACU students for children from non-
English-speaking families. Students 
benefit by improving their skills in 
working with vulnerable children 
and families from different cultural 
backgrounds.

2. Beyond Borders: 
Future in Youth, Timor-Leste
Sport is a great conveyor of life lessons. 
ACU students and staff travel to Timor 
Leste to train local sport coaches and 
children. 

This program teaches children about 
leadership, teamwork and good 
communication, as well as improving the 
health and wellbeing of the children and 
youth of Timor-Leste.

For detailed information on
community engagement, visit:
www.acu.edu.au/iace

Health and Education in Vanuatu 
Education and Nursing students and staff 
travel to Vanuatu to work in local schools 
and hospitals. This experiential approach 
engages ACU students in active learning, 
and challenges their attitudes and 
understanding of primary health care and 
education in developing countries.

3. Beyond Differences:
Art from the Inside is an arts program 
for people in prison. Through art, people 
improve their communication skills, 
self-esteem, and learn to prepare for life 
outside of prison. 

Art Projects Australia is an art program 
for people with disabilities. The program 
aims to promote their ability and improve 
social connectedness.

THE CORE AT ACU
At ACU, we have high hopes and great 
expectations for our graduates. An ACU 
education teaches students to think 
critically and ethically, and to be guided 
by social justice principles. It’s about 
passing on the skills to bring about 
change in communities and in society.  
The University’s Core Curriculum 
expresses the heart of this vision. 

The goal of an ACU education is not just 
to pass on knowledge, but to raise some 
of the most fundamental questions of 
human experience and meaning by 
focusing on the common good through 
the unit Community and Vulnerability: 
Action and Advocacy and the human 
being through the unit Understanding Self 
and Society: Contemporary Perspective. 
Students also undertake a community 
engagement experience in a local or 
international community that brings their 
core curriculum learning alive.

‘Cor’ in Latin means ‘heart.’ At ACU we 
firmly believe that education is as much 
about your heart as your head.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

ACU 
STRATHFIELD 

Located in one of the suburbs in Sydney, 
the Strathfield campus is 15 kilometres 
west of the Sydney city centre. It is only a 
20-minute train ride from the city centre, 
and an eight-minute trip on the free 
ACU shuttle bus from Strathfield train 
station. Historic buildings and beautifully 
landscaped grounds make Mount St 
Mary an attractive and stimulating place 
to study. Rugby and soccer ovals, a 
cricket pitch and a central lawn provide 
a common meeting space and an area 
for student activities all year around. 
This campus also includes a library and 
specialist facilities to help you get the 
most out of your academic experience. 

CAMPUS
MOUNT ST MARY

WHY STUDY IN SYDNEY?
•  Large cosmopolitan city, with access to 

a number of great beaches

•  Consistently voted as one of the world’s 
most liveable cities* 

•  A globally connected business 
environment means you have access to 
greater employment opportunities. 

Sydney, the state capital of New South 
Wales, is Australia’s largest and oldest 
city. A popular destination, Sydney 
has everything going for it – fantastic 
weather, beautiful landscapes, interesting 
neighbourhoods and impressive 
architecture. 

Best known for its beautiful harbour, the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge and the dazzling 
Sydney Opera House, Sydney is Australia’s 
international darling. It also has nearby 
mountains, more than 70 golden beaches 
with plenty of surf, and an abundance of 
great restaurants, bars and nightlife.

STUDENTS

PROGRAMS

Clemente 
Australia 

university 
education for 

adults who are 
homeless and 
marginalised 

Homework Support Programs for refugee 
and migrant children and youth

Bush Care  
environmental programs

Barefoot 
Nurses and 

Future in 
Youth health 

and wellbeing 
programs - 
Timor-Leste

ACU
SOCIAL JUSTICE  
& COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT

Put learning 
into practice

Undertake 
research 

opportunities

Develop 
intercultural 

understanding

Build friendships 
and professional 

links

Gain confidence 
and leadership 

experience 

Improve 
communication and 
organisational skills

Make a difference 
in the wider 
community

Learn skills 
that enhance 
employability 

* The EIU’s Global Liveability Survey 2011, 2012 & 2013.
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STUDENT SUPPORT
Dedicated services for international 
students
You will find dedicated ACU international 
offices in Brisbane, North Sydney and 
Melbourne. At ACU International, you 
will be able to access staff who can 
offer specifically tailored advice for 
international students. They can also 
provide information on enrolment, course 
selection, accommodation and general 
student visa advice. Across all of our 
campuses, you will also have access to a 
network of International Student Advisers 
who are available to assist and support 
international students with a variety of 
issues.

Airport reception
ACU’s airport reception service is available 
to all international students. You will be 
met at the airport and provided with a 
one-way transfer from the airport. Please 
note that in some instances there is a fee 
for this service. 

www.acu.edu.au/int_airport

International Programs
ACU runs programs that focus on the 
wellbeing and social aspects of life as 
an international student. Brisbane runs 
an International Club called McAuley 
United Club. This club offers international 
students social engagement opportunities 
around Brisbane. North Sydney Campus 
runs a similar program called ACUMates. 
This is also a social program which 
aims to assist international and local 
students to get to know one another via 
social activities and events in a fun and 
relaxed environment. ACUMates is open 
to all local and international students. 
Strathfield Campus has also introduced a 
Buddy Program for international students.

ACU Alumni Association 
A powerful network of more than 70,000 
ACU alumni across Australia and the 
world, the association includes political 
leaders, award-winning teachers, inspiring 
nurses, health professionals, renowned 
artists and a number of people in the 
business and community sectors. 

www.acu.edu.au/alumni

ENACTUS
An independent non-profit organisation 
featured at more than 1,700 universities 
in 42 countries, ENACTUS encourages 
students to practise and teach 
entrepreneurship, IT skills, business ethics 
and financial skills through community 
participation.

National clubs and societies
Campus Life has implemented a range of 
clubs and societies nationally to enhance 
your University experience. These 
currently include:
• cooking classes
• language classes
• dance classes
• debating
• Toastmasters
• guitar lessons
• photography
• bushwalking

Counselling service
A confidential counselling service is 
available to all students to provide 
support across a broad range of issues, 
both personal and academic. ACU 
Counsellors can provide support with 
stress management, grief, depression and 
relationship difficulties, as well as referral 
to support services outside the university. 

Careers advice and guidance
Through the Career Development Service, 
careers advisers are available on each of 
ACU’s campuses to assist students with 
career development and/or employment-
related decisions.

Individual appointments, group 
workshops, seminars, print and web-
based resources relating to careers 
and employment are available. Careers 
advisers can also assist you in developing 
your career direction and making 
informed career decisions.

Career advisers can provide advice to 
help you gain skills, find employment 
and provide information on employment 
opportunities through the online resource 
CareersHub.

Academic skills support
Each of our campuses has an Academic 
Skills Unit with advisers who can assist 
you to study successfully at university. 
The Academic Skills Advisers help you 
to develop academic learning, writing, 
language and maths strategies through 
free workshops, individual and group 
consultations, and online and print 
resources.

students.acu.edu.au/371871

Disability services
Each campus has a Disability Adviser 
who assists students with disabilities 
or long-term medical conditions to 
fully participate in university life. This 
free service identifies and coordinates 
provision of appropriate individual 
educational adjustments. Students who 
require assistance are encouraged to 
contact the Disability Adviser as soon as 
possible and preferably before arriving in 
Australia. Students accessing this service 
need to provide relevant documentation 
from a qualified treating health 
professional, that verifies the nature of the 
medical condition or disability.

students.acu.edu.au/371883

Campus ministry
Campus ministers facilitate a range of 
activities, including opportunities for 
prayer and reflection as well as retreats, 
leadership formation, ‘Exploring the 
Mission of ACU’ workshops, pastoral care, 
opportunities to be involved in social 
justice and community engagement, and 
a weekly Eucharist celebration.

Office of Student Success
Imagine, believe, and succeed!

This dedicated office incorporates the 
Academic Skills Unit, Career Development 
Service, Counselling Service, the Equity & 
Disability Unit, Student Advocacy service 
and Campus Life. If you need support in 
any of these areas, you can find it in one 
place. 

ACU STUDENT LIFE
Campus Life
Campus Life staff are located across six 
campuses and are dedicated to offering 
you the very best student experience. 
We have an enjoyable, diverse and caring 
campus culture that provides several 
programs and opportunities for you to 
experience outside the classroom. The 
Campus Life team also works closely with 
our Student Association body, ACUNSA, in 
the development of these programs and 
events.

students.acu.edu.au/377537

Recreation and sporting services
Each of our campuses has a strong 
student association that gives you the 
opportunity to organise or participate 
in a range of social activities, including 
on-campus and national events. Students 
who participate in national events, 
such as the University Games, are given 
the chance to travel interstate to other 
campuses. 

The ACU Sport and Recreation Office 
engages with volunteer students on each 
campus to assist with the coordination 
of events. The office is responsible for 
overall student participation in sport and 
recreation programs, developing students’ 
general health and physical wellbeing.

www.acu.edu.au/campus_life

• gallery and museum visits
• film appreciation.

University life is so much more than 
time spent in the classroom, so whether 
you are trying something new or are 
continuing a familiar activity in a new 
environment. We encourage you to 
participate in these activities.

ACU Postgraduate Association  
(ACU PGA)
ACU PGA provides avenues of formal and 
informal support to ACU postgraduate 
students by running networking events, 
seminars and professional development 
activities aimed at enhancing the research 
and writing skills of postgraduate 
students.

ACU National Students Association 
(ACUNSA)
ACUNSA is a university-wide association 
with a broad agenda that includes 
organising annual events, working with 
university administration to ensure a high 
level of student satisfaction, pushing 
reforms by supporting clubs and societies, 
and fostering close relationships between 
international and domestic students.

SUPPORT TO HELP YOU 
ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS
Travelling to a foreign country to 
study can be a challenge. At ACU we 
understand this and aim to maximise 
your learning and development 
opportunities and make you feel at 
home. We offer a number of academic 
and social support services to ensure 
that you achieve your academic and 
personal goals.

STUDENT SUPPORT 
& SERVICES

ORIENTATION PROGRAM
Attendance at orientation is essential. 
You should make every effort to attend.

Orientation will provide you with advice 
on studying in Australia, and on the 
conditions of your student visa, and it 
will help you adjust to Australian culture 
and assist you with academic skills. It 
also includes tours and events designed 
to familiarise you with your campus and 
fellow classmates.

Please see page 2 for orientation dates.
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HEALTH INSURANCE
The Australian Government requires 
all international students and their 
dependents to obtain Overseas Student 
Health Cover (OSHC) for the duration of 
their visas. Visa-length cover must be paid 
with the first semester’s tuition fee. OSHC 
covers 85% of the government-scheduled 
fees for private doctors, pathology and 
x-rays. Students must make up the 
shortfall. OSHC will not cover any pre-
existing conditions (i.e. those that existed 
within 18 months before the you began 
your studies). ACU’s preferred OSHC 
provider is Worldcare: 

www.oshcallianzassistance.com.au 

FEES
At ACU, students are charged according 
to the number of units they study each 
semester.

The tuition fees include: 

• orientation program 
• access to all student services and 

facilities 
• study skills assistance. 
Students will need to budget separately 
for textbooks, OSHC and living costs. 

Some courses may also require the 
purchase of additional items (e.g. 
uniforms for nursing courses). 

Tuition fees may increase by up to 3% 
each year for the minimum duration of 
the course as provided on your electronic 
Confirmation of Enrolment (eCOE). No 
guarantee is made regarding tuition fee 
increases beyond the minimum duration.

www.acu.edu.au/int_fees

RELEASE POLICY
Approvals for release to enrol at another 
education provider are not automatic. 
Students must formally apply for approval 
from the Associate Director, International 
Admissions and Student Relations. A copy 
of the new provider’s offer letter and any 
other supporting documentation must 
be provided with the completed release 
application form. Students do not require 
a release letter under the ESOS Act 2000 
once they have completed six calendar 
months of their principal course (i.e. 
bachelor’s degree rather than pathway 
program). 

www.acu.edu.au/453143

REFUND POLICY 
Refunds will be made in Australian dollars 
and the University reserves the right to 
make refunds payable in the country of 
origin. Agency fees, if applicable, will not 
be refunded. In the case of an approved 
transfer to another educational institution, 
any balance of fees will be sent to that 
institution upon request. This agreement 
does not remove the student’s right 
to take further action under Australia’s 
consumer protection laws. The University’s 
dispute resolution processes do not 
circumscribe the student’s right to pursue 
other legal remedies. 

www.acu.edu.au/int_refund

English Language Programs 
To access the Refund Policy for English 
language programs, please refer to:

www.acu.edu.au/int_refund

VISA INFORMATION
Student visas generally last for the 
period of the course, and are granted on 
the condition that students must leave 
Australia soon after completion of their 
studies. The university is required to 
report any student who does not attend 
classes or who is not making satisfactory 
academic progress. International 
students are required to complete the 
course within the minimum duration as 
provided on the eCOE. If you wish to stay 
in Australia for your graduation ceremony 
(which takes place early in the year after 
completion of a course), you may need to 
apply in Australia for a visitor class visa. 

Family (dependants) 
If you intend to bring family members 
with you to Australia, you should first 
check with your nearest Australian 
consular office whether your visa allows 
for this. While you are in Australia, you 
will be responsible for supporting any 
dependants (i.e. family members). 
Tuition fees must be paid for school-age 
dependants who study in Australia. 

Permanent resident visa status 
If you are granted permanent resident 
status after commencing a semester as an 
international student, that semester of study 
may be completed but you will need to 
reapply for the course as a local student for 
subsequent semesters. Unfortunately, there is 
no guarantee that you will be accepted back 
into the course as the quotas for international 
students and local students are separate. 

www.acu.edu.au/int_visa_info

As a student in Australia you have several 
scholarship options that will help you 
realise your potential and finalise your 
ACU degree successfully without having 
to worry about money. Some of these 
options are:

• ACU Scholarships

• Australian government scholarships 
(AusAID and Endeavour awards), 

• Scholarships offered by private 
companies, 

• Scholarships offered by international 
foundations 

• Scholarships offered by your local 
government

• Loans and grants offered by local 
foundations

To find out more about scholarships, 
grants and prizes visit: 

//220602

As a student in Australia, there are several 
scholarship options available that may help 
you realise your potential and finalise your 
ACU degree without having to worry about 
money. Some of these options are:

• ACU scholarships

• Australian Government scholarships 
(Australian Awards Scholarships and 
Endeavour Awards)

• scholarships offered by private 
companies

• scholarships offered by international 
foundations 

• scholarships offered by your local 
government.

To find out more about scholarships, grants 
and prizes, visit:  
www.acu.edu.au/int_scholarships

ACCOMMODATION 
As ACU is situated across five different 
cities, there are various housing options 
available to suit different lifestyles and 
budgets. 

Housing options include:

1. Rental accommodation  
(shared and private) 

2. ACU Student Accommodation

3. Student accommodation 

4. Homestay.

www.acu.edu.au/int_accom

Please note: reference to any specific company or services 
is for the information and convenience of students/visitors 
and does not constitute endorsement, recommendation, or 
favouring by ACU. 

RENTAL ACCOMMODATION 
(SHARED AND PRIVATE)
Temporary housing 
It is a good idea to book a short-term 
accommodation option for your arrival 
in Australia, particularly for the first one 
or two weeks. This option provides you 
with housing on arrival and gives you 
the opportunity to search for permanent 
accommodation once you have actually 
arrived in Australia. 

www.acu.edu.au/int_accom 

Private/shared housing 
You should budget approximately  
A$150 - $300 per week to rent a property 
shared with others. Utilities and food are 
not included in this estimate. 

LIVING IN  
AUSTRALIA

Rental prices vary depending on location. 
You may choose to live in private rental 
accommodation near your campus or in 
the city, depending on your budget. We 
do not recommend securing private or 
shared accommodation before arriving 
in Australia as it is best to view each 
property in person.

www.acu.edu.au/int_accom

ACU STUDENT 
ACCOMMODATION
ACU student accommodation is currently 
only available in Sydney. The Miguel 
Cordero Residence is located in the 
student hub of Camperdown which is very 
close to Sydney’s city centre. It offers an 
enriching university experience and the 
chance to make life-long friendships. 
This residence features:
• furnished apartments in a secure 

building
• communal lounges, study spaces and 

an atrium meeting place
• academic, social, sporting and 

chaplaincy programs
• public transport access to the 

Strathfield and North Sydney 
campuses

• onsite management team
• high-speed internet. 

STUDENT 
ACCOMMODATION
Specialised student apartment 
accommodation is available near 
most ACU campuses. With this kind of 
accommodation, the fees you pay usually 
cover utility bills and, in many cases, Wi-Fi 
access. 

Semester in Australia:
www.semesterinaustralia.com 

HOMESTAY 
Homestay accommodation offers 
international students the opportunity 
to live with a local family while studying 
in Australia. It is available from a few 
weeks to many months. By living with 
an Australian family, you will get a closer 
understanding of Australian life. 

www.homestaynetwork.org/public  

LIVING COSTS
One of the biggest challenges when 
moving to study in a new country is 
managing a budget. You can reduce your 
living costs by:

• sharing accommodation and meals with 
other students

• avoiding suburbs that are close to the 
CBD or the beach

• shopping carefully. 

www.acu.edu.au/int_costs

INITIAL EXPENSES  
(PER PERSON)

APPROX COST 
IN $AUD

Temporary accomm. (2 weeks) $600

Food and transport (1 month) $500

Rent in advance (2 weeks) $300

Bond (refundable after leaving) $600

Furniture and kitchenware 
(second-hand) $1,000

Connection charges (for utilities) $200

Total (approximate) $3,200
 

ONGOING EXPENSES/ITEMS COST PER WEEK 
IN $AUD

Accommodation  $150-300+

Food  $60-100+

Transport  $15-40+

Utilities $60-100+

Extras $50-80+

Students are also advised to 
allow a semester budget for 
books or supplies. 

$400 per semester

Yearly total (approximate) $18,610*– 33,040+

The above costs are a guide only. Prices will vary depending 
on the lifestyle of each person. All costs are in Australian 
dollars. Students should budget for a 5% increase for their 
living expenses each year. ACU tuition fees are not included in 
the above tables. 
* Department of Immigration and Border Protection 
Financial Requirement.
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DIPLOMA PROGRAMS
ACU diploma programs aim to provide 
you with the knowledge, academic skills 
and language skills necessary for an 
undergraduate degree. 

These programs aim to assist you in 
acclimatising to the academic culture 
and the expectations of an Australian 
university. 

Successful completion of a diploma 
program qualifies students who may not 
already meet the English or academic 
requirements for their chosen degree 
at ACU. These courses aim to provide 
an alternative pathway into ACU 
undergraduate degrees. 

YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4

DIPLOMA STUDENTS 
Credit will be given for units completed 
in the diploma course. Note: some 
bachelor’s degrees and double degree 
programs are four years long.

Diploma in Business 
Information Systems 

Diploma in 
Environmental 

Science 

Diploma in  
Commerce 

Diploma in Liberal 
Studies 

Diploma in Social 
Science 

Diploma in 
Educational Studies 

Diploma in Visual  
Arts and Design 

3rd year - B of Commerce 
(Business Information 

Systems) or Bachelor of 
Information Technology 

3rd year - Bachelor 
of Environmental 

Science

3rd year - Bachelor 
of Commerce

3rd year - Bachelor 
of Arts

3rd year - Bachelor 
of Social Science

4th year - Bachelor’s 
degree in Education

3rd year - Bachelor of 
Visual Arts and Design

2nd year - B of Commerce 
(Business Information 
Systems) or Bachelor of 

Information Technology 

2nd year - Bachelor 
of Commerce

2nd year - Bachelor’s 
degree in Education

3rd year - Bachelor’s 
degree in Education

2nd year - Bachelor 
of Arts

2nd year - Bachelor 
of Visual 

Arts & Design

2nd year - Bachelor 
of Social Science

2nd year - Bachelor 
of Environmental 

Science

Tertiary Preparation 
Program  

(Health Sciences)

3rd year - Bachelor 
degrees in the Faculty 

of Health Sciences

1st year - Bachelor 
degrees in the Faculty 

of Health Sciences

2nd year - Bachelor 
degrees in the Faculty 

of Health Sciences

English Language 
Course (4 - 48 weeks 

BEFORE course)

3rd year - Bachelor’s 
degree

1st year - Bachelor’s 
degree 

2nd year - Bachelor’s 
degree

CREDIT TRANSFER 
ACU may grant credit or advanced 
standing for your previous tertiary studies 
and/or recognised prior learning. The 
maximum amount of credit that can be 
awarded is: 

• up to two-thirds of an undergraduate 
qualification, depending on the 
program for which entry is sought; or 

• up to half of a postgraduate 
qualification, depending on the 
program for which entry is sought.

Credit is normally assessed at the time of 
enrolment, not at the time of application. 
Credit will not be granted for any academic 
study completed more than 10 years 
before admission to candidature. 

APPLYING FOR CREDIT 
If you are an international student 
seeking credit or advanced standing, 
you should bring as much information 
with you as possible about the courses 
you have already studied, including 
certified academic transcripts in English 
with full subject descriptions. Upon 
commencement of your studies at ACU, 
you will need to liaise with your course 
coordinator to formalise recognition for 
prior learning or any credit advised at the 
application stage. 

ACADEMIC 
INFORMATION

PATHWAY &  
DIPLOMA PROGRAMS

UNIT OFFERINGS 
Unit offerings will vary subject to 
student demand and lecturer availability. 
Additionally, elective units will vary 
between campuses and from year to year. 

PROFESSIONAL 
RECOGNITION 
You should check with the relevant 
professional bodies in your own country 
in regard to recognition of courses 
undertaken outside your country in order 
to ensure that you meet local professional 
standards and guidelines. 

ACADEMIC PROGRESS 
Your enrolment in a course may be 
deferred, suspended or cancelled in 
accordance with University regulations. 
These regulations are detailed in the 
yearly handbook, accessible via: 

http://www.acu.edu.au/452097

ASSESSMENT METHODS 
Assessment at ACU may include a range of 
methods, such as formal end-of-semester 
examinations, continuous assessment 
throughout the semester, written 
assignments, essays, and field trips/projects. 
You will be advised at the commencement 
of your studies as to what methods will be 
used for each of your subject. 

ACU & THE AUSTRALIAN 
EDUCATION SYSTEM

 High school

To start a bachelor’s degree, students need to complete 
year 12 or finish a diploma program (page 15). Please see 

recognised high school qualifications list on page 84.

Bachelor’s degree 3 or 4 years + honours

Postgraduate coursework degrees 
Grad Cert, Grad Dip, Master’s

Research degrees
Master of Philosophy, Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)

+

Year 12 
or

DIPLOMA

0.5 yrs

Graduate 
certificate

1 yr

Graduate 
diploma

1.5 yr

Master’s 
 

2 yr

Master’s 
 

Year

8

Year

11

Year

7

Year

10

Year

9

1 year 1 year

Students can start a research degree after 
completing their honours degree.

Year 1

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 
honours 
optional

Year 3Year 2

Master of 
Philosophy

Year 4

PhD
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ACU ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE CENTRES

STUDY ABROAD &
INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

TAKE YOUR ACU DEGREE 
OVERSEAS
ACU gives you the opportunity to 
enhance your university studies by taking 
part in an international experience during 
your degree. All students studying at 
ACU can undertake either a short-term 
program or semester exchange, and in 
most cases, will receive ACU credit. 

To find out more, visit:  
www.acu.edu.au/study_abroad 

COME TO ACU FOR PART OF 
YOUR DEGREE
If you are currently enrolled in a 
recognised degree overseas, you may be 
eligible to enrol at ACU for one or two 
semesters as a Study Abroad or Exchange 
student. 

ACU has four study options to suit 
your academic needs. All programs are 
for academic credit with official ACU 
transcripts provided to you after the 
completion of your studies. 

OPTION 1: Student Exchange
• Open to students who are enrolled 

at their home university and whose 
university is an official exchange partner 
of ACU. 

• Students pay tuition fees only to their 
home university (ACU tuition fees do 
not apply). 

OPTION 2: Study Abroad
• Open to all students wishing to 

undertake one or two semesters of 
study at ACU. Students must be from a 
recognised university or college. 

• Students are subject to ACU Study 
Abroad tuition fees per semester. 

Successful language learning involves lots 
of real life practice. So what better place to 
learn English than on a university campus? 
Join social and recreational clubs and take 
part in campus-wide cultural events like the 
annual cultural fiesta. Share your ideas and 
cultural perspectives – and improve your 
English! 

ACU has English language centres on three 
of its campuses: Brisbane, North Sydney and 
Melbourne. The centres provide a friendly 
and supportive learning environment and 
attract a very diverse range of students. 
Feedback from students informs ongoing 
course development and ensures the 
quality and relevance of our courses.

Programs focus on two main areas: 
1. Academic English 
2. Professional English.

INTERNATIONAL 
PARTNERSHIPS
ACU has a growing network of 
international partners, with over 100 
partner institutions in 25 countries.
To find out if your university or 
college is an ACU partner, visit: 
www.acu.edu.au/int_partnerships

OPTION 3: Study Abroad +
Unlike our standard Study Abroad 
program, Study Abroad+ allows students 
to add either a community engagement 
or internship placement to their academic 
studies. 

Internship: Brisbane campus only 

• Study Abroad plus internship 
combination allows you to enrol in 
two or three academic units while 
also taking a 120-hour professional 
internship at a local company. 

Community engagement: Sydney, 
Brisbane and Melbourne campus.

• Study Abroad plus community 
engagement unit combines three weeks 
of lectures and a 90-hour placement in 
a not-for-profit community organisation 
with two or three academic units per 
semester. 

Both the internship and community 
engagement units are for credit and will 
appear on your official ACU transcript.

Students pay ACU Study Abroad 
tuition fees - no extra fees apply for the 
community engagement or internship 
options. 

OPTION 4: English Preparation 
• Open to students who do not meet the 

English eligibility requirements for the 
Study Abroad and Exchange program 
or for students who simply want to 
improve their English before beginning 
their academic semester. 

• Students can choose this as a stand 
alone program or undertake it prior to a 
standard Study Abroad semester.

COURSE: LENGTH & START DATES ENTRY LEVEL CAMPUS

ACADEMIC ENGLISH: All courses 20 hours per week. All fees A$340 per week.

English For Academic Purposes (EAP) - Direct Entry: Provides direct entry into most 
courses* and may be packaged with a diploma or degree at ACU. Students are prepared for 
university study on campus with the English language & academic skills needed for success. 

12 weeks  
N.Sydney, Melb: Start: April or Sept 
Brisbane: Start every 4 weeks.

0.5 IELTS 
below required 
level for ACU 
diploma or degree N. Sydney 

Brisbane 
Melbourne24 weeks  

N.Sydney, Melb: Start Jan or July  
Brisbane: Start every 4 weeks.

1 IELTS 
below required 
level for ACU 
diploma or degree

IELTS Test Preparation (FREE IELTS test with 12 week course): Developed for students 
taking the IELTS test for university entry or professional registration purposes.

4 to 12 
weeks

Every  
4 weeks

Upper 
Intermediate to 
Advanced

N. Sydney 
Brisbane 
Melbourne

OET Preparation: Developed for graduates seeking to meet the English requirement for 
professional registration in the health professions, particularly nursing. 8 weeks To be advised Advanced N. Sydney 

Melbourne

PROFESSIONAL ENGLISH: All courses 20 hours per week. All fees A$340 per week.

English for the Workplace (May also be packaged with EAP). Provides the English language 
and intercultural skills needed to communicate successfully in an Australian workplace. 
Optional 5 hour per week Internship where visa permits.

4 to 12 
weeks

Every  
4 weeks

Intermediate 
to Upper 
Intermediate

Brisbane

General English (GE) (May also be packaged with EAP). Assists students to develop fluency 
and confidence to use English for general communication in social life, travel or at work. 

4 to 24 
weeks Every 4 weeks

Intermediate 
to Upper 
Intermediate

N. Sydney 
Melbourne

ACADEMIC ENGLISH
Courses include English for Academic 
Purposes, IELTS Test Preparation and OET 
Preparation courses. 
• Get to know your campus so you feel 

at home there when you start your 
degree

• Master the eLearning tools you will use 
throughout your degree program. 

PROFESSIONAL ENGLISH
Courses include General English and English 
for the Workplace. 
• Take part in a free careers workshop 
• Practice job interview skills 
• Prepare and check your résumé so that 

it is in clear, professional English. 
Customised study tours are also available 
for professional or university groups.
www.acu.edu.au/study_english

* Not applicable to physiotherapy, speech pathology, law or education courses leading to teacher registration at this time. For further information see ‘English Language Proficiency Requirements’: 
www.acu.edu.au/469395

1 SELECT A COURSE AND 
CAMPUS 
Refer to the table below

2 SELECT COURSE LENGTH 
Refer to the table below

3 APPLY TO ACU
Apply online to the ACU English 
language centres at:  
www.acu.edu.au/iapply

1 SELECT YOUR  
PROGRAM OPTION
Select the program option that 
works for you. You should also speak 
with the international office at your 
home university for further advice.

2 CHOOSE YOUR 
CAMPUS & UNITS
Once you have chosen the 
program you want, then it is time 
to decide which ACU campus and 
study plan is right for you. Visit our 
website for more information or 
contact us for advice.

3 APPLY TO ACU
Now you are on your way! You can 
apply online to the Study Abroad 
program at:

www.acu.edu.au/iapply 

Students returning from 
an overseas experience 
are able to join the ACU 
International Mobility 
Ambassador Program (iMAP) where 
they perform special volunteer duties 
to promote ACU Mobility programs. A 
recommendation letter and certificate 
are given to iMAP students at the 
conclusion of the program. 

“My overseas experience was a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity. The journey 
allowed me to establish a newfound 
perspective and appreciation of our 
world. From both a personal and 
professional standpoint, I highly 
recommend undertaking such a 
humbling and rewarding adventure.“ 

Madelyn Rae Farfalla 
iMAP participant 
Returned exchange student

http://www.acu.edu.au/study_abroad
http://www.acu.edu.au/study_english


OUR RESEARCH 
AND RESEARCH INSTITUTES

“As a PHD student here at ACU, I 
meet with both my primary and 
secondary supervisor on a regular 
basis. They have guided me in 
refining my research proposal 
and finalising my research 
methodology. My supervisors have 
also given me the opportunity 
to link with their professional 
network. I have also been provided 
with an office space, computer, 
phone and free printing.

ACU also offered me an 
International Conference Travel 
Grant to fund my participation in 
international conferences, as well 
as a research grant to assist me in 
conducting my data gathering.

The title of my dissertation is 
‘Journey Toward Successful 
Ageing in the Philippines’. I am 
hoping that my dissertation 
will influence the development 
and enhancement of social 
welfare policy and programs 
for older people and that this 
can be replicated in developed 
or developing countries. I share 
the mission of the university in 
promoting positive change in 
communities through innovative 
research and advancement of 
knowledge in different areas.”

Nicamil Sanchez,  
The Philipines,
PhD Student
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RESEARCH AT ACU
ACU is committed to developing a 
specialised and high-quality research 
environment. Research students are an 
integral part of the research culture. We 
offer a wide range of opportunities to 
undertake supervised research at either 
the master’s or doctoral level in research 
institutes and schools. Both traditional 
(PhD) and professional (EdD) research 
doctorates are available, as well as 
master’s level research higher degrees. 

OUR RESEARCH PROGRAMS 
ACU promotes informed debate and 
community engagement as part of our 
research programs. The University has four 

faculties and five research institutes. For 
further information on requirements, how 
to apply for scholarships and supervision 
expertise, visit:

www.acu.edu.au/research

RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIPS
A variety of grants and scholarships 
are available to support international 
students to undertake higher degrees 
by research. To find out more about 
scholarships, grants and prizes, visit: 

www.acu.edu.au/research_scholarships

HOW TO APPLY
Please refer to page 87.

RESEARCH INSTITUTES 
AND STRENGTHS 
Commencing in 2013, the University 
embarked upon a strategy of research 
intensification to increase the scale 
and depth of its research activities. 
Part of this process involved the 
establishment of new research 
institutes, with specialised research 
strengths:

Institute for Learning Sciences 
Australia 
•  Assessment, Evaluation and 

Student Learning

•  Enhancing Literacy and 
Engagement for Overcoming 
Disadvantage

•  Mathematics Futures for All

•  Early Childhood Futures

•  Enhancing Children’s Safety and Life 
Chances 

•  Promoting Healthy Development 
and Inclusion in Families, Schools, 
and Communities

•  Learning Innovation and 
Development through Education 
and the Arts: Transitions, Inclusion 
and Success. 

Institute for Health
Cardiovascular Disease and Metabolism: 
•  Cardiovascular Disease 

•  Cardiac/Diabetes Care 

•  Stroke 

Health Services Research: 
•  Cerebral Palsy 

•  Midwifery 

Movement and Rehabilitation:
•  Exercise and Nutrition 

•  Sports Injuries 

Psychology and Mental Health: 
•  Psychological Intervention and Mental 

Health.

Institute for Positive Psychology and 
Education
• Positive Lifelong Education 

• Positive SELF and Well-Being 

•  Positive Psychology in Health and 
Medical Education 

• Positive Indigenous Studies 

•  Positive Substantive-Methodological 
Synergy 

•  Positive Psychology and Maladaptive 
Behaviour 

Institute for Social Justice
Rethinking Social Ideals
• Rethinking Rights and Justice

• Diverse Struggles for Freedom

•  Human-Nonhuman Relationships in 
the Anthropocene

•  Economic Justice, Care and Well-
being

Addressing Social Issues
•  Secularism and Religious Diversity

•  Indigeneity and Indigenous 
Governance

•  Gender, Race and Class: Intersecting 
Oppressions

•  Migration

•  Democratic Processes of Public 
Reflection and Action

Institute for Religion and Critical 
Inquiry 
•  Biblical Studies and Early 

Christianity 

•  Catholic Thought and Practice, 
including Inter-religious Dialogue

•  Moral Philosophy and Applied 
Ethics

•  Philosophy and Phenomenology of 
Religion

•  Religion and Society.

http://www.acu.edu.au/research_scholarships


“I study Education and 
ACU is one of the best 
primary teaching degree 
providers. My course 
is challenging but my 
degree has equipped 
me for these challenges. 
When I first started 
my course, I couldn’t 
imagine I’d be doing 
some of the things that I 
am doing now. 

Studying at ACU has 
been a great experience 
and I would definitely 
recommend it to anyone 
who wanted to study in 
Australia.”

Nina Alahakoon, 
Sri Lanka,
Bachelor of Primary 
Education

Scan the QR Code to see 
what Nina has to say 
about studying at ACU
www.youtube.com/
ACUInternational

FACULTY OF 
EDUCATION & ARTS

www.acu.edu.au/educationandarts

The Faculty of Education and Arts 
combines more than 100 years of teacher 
education experience with liberal 
arts and social science courses, which 
challenge us to question our beliefs, 
actions and choices. Education and arts 
enable us to expand human knowledge 
and deepen human understanding.

We aim to produce high-quality graduates 
who are:
•  committed to high standards of 

professional excellence
• critical thinkers and socially responsible
•  highly competent with real-world 

experiences
•  highly employable in the global 

workforce
•  prepared for a seamless transition from 

the University to the various professions.

The Faculty is active on six of ACU’s seven 
campuses, and is home to a vibrant 
multicultural community of over 12,000 
students enrolled in undergraduate, 
preservice, postgraduate and research 
programs.
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ARTS AND HUMANITIES
CREATIVE ARTS, VISUAL ARTS AND 

DESIGN
GLOBAL STUDIES AND INTERNATIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
INDIGENOUS EDUCATION

MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS
SOCIAL SCIENCE

TEACHING - UNDERGRADUATE
TEACHING - GRADUATE ENTRY

YOUTH WORK

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Undertake a unique pathway program that has been specifically 

developed to prepare international students for university study
•  Build your English language skills and your understanding of 

undergraduate-level study and assessment formats 
•  Gain entry into ACU’s primary and secondary education degree 

programs upon completion of the diploma. 

COURSE AIMS
The aim of the Diploma in Educational Studies course is to meet the needs 
of international students from diverse backgrounds who wish to take a 
pathway into an undergraduate education degree. 

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 80 credit points from from the following list of units: English 
Language Communication Skills, Australian Society, Indigenous Cultures 
and Peoples, Creative Arts Education, Early Childhood, Education: Early 

Childhood Pedagogy and Curriculum, Social Analysis and Community 
Outreach, Contexts for Learning and Development, Understanding 
Learning, Early Childhood Education: The Ecology of Childhood, 
Communication Skills and their Contexts, Linguistics for Literacy, Children’s 
Literature for Literacy, Classroom Communication Skills, Exploring 
Mathematics, Personal Development, Health and Physical Education, 
Computers in Education, Science and Technology for Early Childhood and 
Primary Teachers, Information Technology and the Classroom, Introduction 
to the Bible, What Christians Believe.

FURTHER STUDY
Upon successful completion of this course, you will be eligible for entry 
into the following undergraduate courses: Bachelor of Education (Primary), 
Bachelor of Education (Early Childhood & Primary), Bachelor of Teaching/ 
Bachelor of Arts (Humanities) (Mathematics) (Technology) or (Visual Arts).

DIPLOMA IN EDUCATIONAL STUDIES
Academic requirements: Senior secondary school 
graduation with a minimum 50% pass rate. Students 
who wish to pursue further undergraduate studies 
after completion of the diploma will be required to 
meet the English proficiency requirements for the 
relevant undergraduate degree. Students will receive 
credit for relevant units completed in the diploma.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band) 
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Canberra, 
Melbourne, Strathfield

Entry: 
Melbourne: February 
Brisbane, Canberra, 
Strathfield: February, July      
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$19,040

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Gain entry to the final year of the Bachelor of Inclusive Education and 

Disability Studies with this unique pathway program
•  Engage with contemporary dialogue on the concept of disability in the 

community services and school education sectors
•  Tailor your curriculum and professional practice specialisation to suit 

your individual interests and prepare you for a disability and human 
services career. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Are you seeking a career in disability or human service management? 
The Associate Degree in Inclusive Education and Disability Studies offers 
one of the few opportunities to take a university course in this area. You 
will develop a holistic view of disability and the social structures that 
influence learning and development for people with special needs. Areas 
of study include social justice and empowerment, advocacy, the influence 
of disability on learning, social dynamics and positive behaviour support. 
If you don’t currently meet the eligibility requirements for the Bachelor of 
Inclusive Education and Disability Studies, successful completion of this 
associate degree will provide you with an alternative pathway to entry.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 160 credit points (cp), comprised of 130cp from Discipline 
Studies (Education Studies, Learning/Teaching, Community Inclusion 
or Professional Practice Studies), 20cp from Professional Practice 
Specialisations (Community Services or School Education), 10cp from 
university core units.

DISCIPLINE STUDIES
Education studies: Interpersonal Communication Skills, Attitudes and 
Inclusion, Contexts for Learning and Development.

Learning/ teaching: Technology and Communication, Inclusive Learning, 
Instructional Delivery, Understanding Behaviours and Disability.
Community inclusion: Disability Studies, Supporting Social Relationships, 
Family Studies and Disability, Disability Employment Support.

Professional practice studies: Disability Support Practice, Person Centred 
Practice.

Professional practice specialisations
Community services: Social Justice, Management in the Community OR
School education: Children’s Literature for Literacy Education, Exploring 
Mathematics.

University core unit
Our World: Community and Vulnerability

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will participate in a number of professional 
placements throughout your program.

FURTHER STUDY
Upon successful completion of the Associate Degree in Inclusive Education 
and Disability Studies, you may receive advanced standing in the Bachelor 
of Inclusive Education and Disability Studies.

CAREER PATHS
Accommodation support, respite support, employment support, transition 
to work and community participation programs, advocacy and information 
services, policy development.

ASSOCIATE DEGREE IN INCLUSIVE EDUCATION AND DISABILITY STUDIES
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 80 (20 all bands)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 in all bands)

Campus: Strathfield Entry: February 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$38,080 
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Develop the theoretical knowledge and practical competencies required 

for a successful career in the social sciences
•  Engage with public dialogue around the social, psychological and 

theological issues impacting society 
•  Graduate with the confidence to undertake further tertiary study or 

to embark on an exciting role in community development, human 
resources, market research, policy, government and social welfare. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This aim of this course is to provide a pathway into the Bachelor of Social 
Science. As a diploma student, you will develop your interests in the study 
of psychology, sociology and Australian society with a choice of other 
subjects and the development of communication skills.

The course will prepare you for a range of human services careers in 
government and community-based agencies.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 80 credit points (cp), comprised of core units (60cp) and 
electives (20cp).

Core units: English Language Communication Skills, Australian Society, 
Foundations of Psychology, Applications of Psychology, Introduction to 
Sociology, Contemporary Society and Change.

Electives: Units can be selected from the Bachelor of Social Science.

FURTHER STUDY
Upon successful completion of your diploma, you will receive 80cp 
towards the Bachelor of Social Science.

DIPLOMA IN SOCIAL SCIENCE
Academic requirements: Senior secondary school 
graduation with a minimum 50% pass grade.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (5.5 min per band) 
IBT: 79 (20 all bands)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (42 in all bands)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$19,040

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Explore your passion for the study of Australian society with this 

uniquely focused diploma-level course
•  Complete a range of course units and gain credit towards the Bachelor 

of Arts or other undergraduate courses 
•  Take the first steps towards a career in government, industry, journalism, 

creative arts and education.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Do you have an interest in the study of Australian society? The Diploma in 
Liberal Studies provides you with a wide choice of subjects to assist you in 
developing your communication skills. You can choose classes that provide 
credit towards the Bachelor of Arts or other undergraduate courses such as 
psychology, theology, media communication or visual arts and design.

Prepare yourself for a diverse range of careers in areas such as government, 
industry, journalism, creative arts and education, and take the opportunity 
to study either a selection of units for personal development or a sequence 
of units in a particular subject area.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 80 credit points (cp), comprised of core units (20cp) and 
electives (60cp). 

Core units: English Language Communication Skills, Australian Society. 

Elective areas: Australian Studies, Communications, Computing, Drama, 
Economics, Education, English, Geography, History, Leisure Studies, 
Literature, Mathematics, Media, Music, Philosophy, Sociology, Theological 
Studies, Visual Arts.

FURTHER STUDY
Upon successful completion of your diploma, you will receive 80cp 
towards the Bachelor of Arts.

DIPLOMA IN LIBERAL STUDIES
Academic requirements: Senior secondary school 
graduation with a minimum 50% pass rate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (5.5 min per band) 
IBT: 79 (20 all bands)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (42 in all bands)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Strathfield 

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$19,040 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Build expertise in the issues facing young people and youth workers in 

contemporary society
•  Prepare yourself for further tertiary study and receive credit towards the 

Bachelor of Youth Work 
•  Pursue an entry-level career in a variety of community and government 

organisations.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This one-year introduction to youth work could lead you to a range of 
entry-level careers in a variety of public and community organisations. 
Upon completion of your diploma, you will be granted one year of credit 
into the Bachelor of Youth Work.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 80 credit points, comprised of Australian Indigenous 
Peoples: Past and Present, Introduction to Sociology, Knowing Young 
People, Practicum 1: Working with Youth Organisations and Agencies, 
Wellbeing and Young People, Building Relationships and Supporting 
Young People, Case Management in Youth Work, Ethical Principles and 
Practice of Youth Work.

FURTHER STUDY
Upon successful completion of your diploma, you will receive 80 credit 
points towards the Bachelor of Youth Work.

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Nurture your creative passions and develop your technical capabilities 

with this specialist visual arts and design course
•  Engage with subjects across the spectrum of studio-based art, graphic 

design, and art and design history and theory 
•  Gain real-world experience in the on-campus art gallery and equip 

yourself with the skills to embark on a career as a curator, art therapist, 
photographer, print maker or illustrator.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Diploma in Visual Arts and Design allows you to integrate the study of 
selected units in the areas of studio-based art, graphic design or history 
and theory of art and design with relevant communication and business 
skills. It provides a pathway into the Bachelor of Visual Arts and Design.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 80 credit points from the Schedule of Unit Offerings, 
comprised of Art and Design History and Theory 1 or English Language 
Communication Skills AND 

2D Studies 1, 3D/4D Object Design 1, Graphic Design 1, 3D/4D Object 
Design 2, 2D Studies 2, Graphic Design 2, Our World: Community and 
Vulnerability.

FURTHER STUDY
Upon successful completion of your diploma, you will receive 80 credit 
points towards the Bachelor of Visual Arts and Design.

DIPLOMA IN VISUAL ARTS AND DESIGN
Academic requirements: Senior secondary school 
graduation with a minimum 50% pass rate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (5.5 min per band) 
IBT: 79 (20 all bands)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (42 in all bands)

Campus: 
Melbourne, Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$19,040 

DIPLOMA IN YOUTH WORK
Academic requirements: Senior secondary school 
graduation with a minimum 50% pass rate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (5.5 min per band) 
IBT: 79 (20 all bands)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (42 in all bands)

Campus: 
Melbourne

Entry: February 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$19,040

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Customise your degree to suit your creative and professional interests, 

choosing from a vast range of subjects in communication, drama, 
politics and more

•  Enhance your employment opportunities by combining your passion for 
the arts with the opportunity to learn critical thinking skills 

•  Undertake an overseas study placement to give your degree an 
international edge.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Bachelor of Arts offers a diverse range of subjects to help you acquire 
a broad understanding and appreciation of the humanities, arts and social 
sciences disciplines. The course will give you the flexibility to study what 
you’re passionate about, and you will develop systematic and critical 
thinking skills, making you highly employable upon graduation.

COURSE STRUCTURE 
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of two majors, or one 
major plus two minors (160cp); elective areas (no more than 50cp); 
university core units (20cp); Learning in the Community (10cp); program 
core units (at least 10cp), including Arts Advantage. 

Brisbane
(Major): Australian Studies, Business Studies, Digital Journalism, Drama, 
History, Literature, Music, Philosophy, Psychology*, Sociology, Study of 
Religions, Theological Studies, Visual Arts.  
(Minor): Communication, Leisure Studies.

Melbourne
(Major): Business Studies, Drama, Economics, History, Literature, 
Mathematics, Media, Music, Philosophy, Politics, Psychology*, Sociology, 
Study of Religions, Theological Studies, Visual Arts.  
(Minor): Communication, Healthy Development, Youth Work.

Sydney
(Major): Business Studies, Economics, Geography, History, Literature, 
Mathematics, Philosophy, Psychology*, Study of Religions, Theological 
Studies, Visual Arts.  
(Minor): Australian Studies, Communication, Computing, Drama, Sociology.

* Not an Australian Psychology Accreditation Council (APAC) accredited sequence.

CAREER PATHS
Arts administration, business administration, government organisation 
and policy development, public relations, charity work, heritage work, 
journalism, research or market research.

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R) 
IBT: 79 (22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Strathfield 

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Students who excel in the Bachelor of Arts degree will be invited to 

undertake a fourth year of study with the Bachelor of Arts (Honours)
•  Add research skills to your practical and theoretical expertise by writing 

an honours dissertation 
•  Deepen your appreciation of humanities and the arts by learning how 

to think systematically and critically about issues relevant to your 
professional practice 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The honours course is available to high-achieving students who have 
completed a Bachelor of Arts undergraduate program. As an honours 

student, you will develop your expertise in a chosen major area of study 
through research, analysis and communication skills. Upon completion, 
you will be able to demonstrate your knowledge and skills to enhance your 
employment prospects or pursue further postgraduate study. The program 
is offered in selected disciplines.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 80 credit points (cp) from honours units, comprised of an 
honours thesis (70cp) and research methodology/ research seminar (10cp).

BACHELOR OF ARTS (HONOURS)
Academic requirements: Completion of a Bachelor of 
Arts pass degree, normally within the last five years, 
with at least the following: a major or equivalent in 
the discipline of the honours course, distinction in at 
least two units, and a credit average.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R) 
IBT: 79 (22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$19,040
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Choose from a wide range of careers in public relations, media, business, 

commerce and government upon graduation from this degree 
•  Develop tailored skills in business communication, as well as expertise 

in humanities, liberal arts and/or social science-based disciplines
•  Expand your knowledge and further enhance your employability by 

undertaking electives in computing, economics, mathematics and 
psychology. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This highly focused degree will assist you to develop tailored business 
communications skills and to gain relevant knowledge and skills in your 
choice of humanities, liberal arts and/or social science based disciplines.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of a major in business 
studies or economics; a minor in communication; and a minor in business 
studies, computing, economics, mathematics, psychology or sociology; 
program core units (at least 10cp); electives (no more than 40cp); Learning 
in the Community and Arts Advantage (20cp); University core units (20cp).

BACHELOR OF ARTS (BUSINESS AND COMMUNICATION STUDIES)
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R) 
IBT: 79 (22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Strathfield

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Combine your economics studies with further learning in the 

humanities, business or social sciences 
•  Gain the skills to make informed judgements and socially responsible 

decisions in both business and community settings 
•  Graduate with qualifications that will make you highly sought-after in 

public and private sector organisations. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This multidisciplinary course combines studies in humanities, business 
or social sciences, with economics. You will acquire knowledge in 
development economics, economic policy analysis, the global economy, 
and applied econometrics. Depending on your chosen major, you can 

pursue a range of careers in finance or commodities markets, business 
administration, statistical analysis and economic forecasting, economic 
policy development, banking, insurance, tourism, journalism, teaching, 
government, industry, politics, foreign affairs, resource and environmental 
management.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of a major in economics 
(80cp); a major from the Bachelor of Arts (80cp); 30cp from development 
economics, Arts Advantage and Learning in the Community; university 
core units (20cp); arts electives (30cp). Also refer to the Bachelor of Arts 
major/minor sequence on page 23.

BACHELOR OF ARTS AND ECONOMICS
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R) 
IBT: 79 (22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Strathfield 

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Tailor your degree to reflect your personal interests and professional 

ambitions
•  Choose from a range of subjects in the liberal arts, including drama, 

literature, music and visual arts
•  Graduate with the professional experience and theoretical knowledge 

required for a successful career in the creative industries, the media or 
the arts.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
As a creative arts student, you will develop an understanding of the value 
and impact of art and culture in community life. The program offers studies 
in communication (minor only), drama, literature, media (Melbourne only), 
music, visual arts and design. You will be encouraged to engage with the 

community through the creative arts, giving you documented experience 
and evidence of your creative capability and achievements in preparation 
for the workforce.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of two majors, or one 
major plus two minors (160cp); or program core units (at least 10cp); 
university core units (20cp); electives (up to 40cp); Arts Advantage and 
Learning in the Community (20cp).

CAREER PATHS
Arts administration, communications, community arts coordination, art 
gallery direction, film direction, multimedia arts and design. 

BACHELOR OF CREATIVE ARTS
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R)
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Gain highly sought after qualifications in early childhood and primary 

education 
•  Develop a comprehensive understanding of contemporary teaching 

theory and practice 
•  Embark on a meaningful career through which you can influence 

education curriculum and policy development across Australia. 

COURSE AIMS
As a Bachelor of Education student, you will develop the professional 
knowledge and skills required to effectively support young children in the 
crucial formative stages of their development and learning. The course 
has been designed to develop both teachers for early childhood settings 
and generalist primary teachers with particular strengths in literacy, 
mathematics, science and technology, and includes studies in early 
childhood specialties that will prepare you for practice in early childhood 
education. You will receive extensive professional experience in schools 
and early childhood settings from the first year of the program, giving 
you the opportunity to experience the practical vitality and reality of the 
classroom. You may also complete additional units to gain accreditation to 
teach religious education in Catholic schools.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible for registration as a primary school 
teacher, and will be accredited to teach in government, independent and 
Catholic schools. Refer to page 29 of this guide for further information 
about teacher registration.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 320 credit points (cp), comprised of education studies 
(110cp), curriculum foundation studies (70cp), curriculum and pedagogy 
(80cp), electives (60cp), and professional experience. 

Education Studies: Early Childhood Education: Early Childhood Pedagogy 
and Curriculum; Early Childhood Education: The Ecology of Childhood; 

Early Childhood Education: Partnerships for Learning;
Early Childhood Education: Building Curriculum Connections and 
Continuities; Early Childhood Education: Early Childhood Leadership; 
Contexts for Learning and Development; Teaching and Managing Learning 
Environments; Creating Inclusive, Safe and Supportive Schools; Diversity 
in the Classroom or Catering for Diversity in the Classroom; Teaching 
and Learning: Preparing for the Contexts of the Field; Transition into the 
Profession or Indigenous Teachers in Australian Education.

Curriculum education studies: Linguistics for Literacy, Children’s Literature 
for Literacy; Exploring Mathematics; Science and Technology for Early 
Childhood and Primary Teachers; Indigenous Cultures and Peoples or 
Australian Indigenous Peoples: Past and Present or Australian Indigenous 
Peoples, Cultures and Identity (non-optional).

Curriculum and pedagogy: Creative Arts Education: Introduction to the 
Creative Arts; Literacy Education; Mathematics: Learning and Teaching; 
Personal Development Health and Physical Education; Connecting Society 
and Environment; Science and Technology Education.

Electives: You can select units from the following areas: creative arts 
studies, inclusion and disability studies, indigenous studies, philosophy, 
religious education and theology.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will complete professional and volunteer 
experience consisting of up to 100 days of school-based learning 
experiences, structured observational tasks, community engagement and 
supervised professional experience prior to school and primary school 
settings. Refer to page 29 for further information about professional 
experience requirements.

CAREER PATHS
Early childhood teaching, group leadership in child-care centres, primary 
school teaching.

BACHELOR OF EDUCATION (EARLY CHILDHOOD AND PRIMARY)
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate, including studies in mathematics 
and English.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus: Ballarat, Brisbane, 
Canberra, Melbourne, North 
Sydney, Strathfield 

Entry: Ballarat, Brisbane, 
Melbourne, North Sydney, 
Strathfield: February or 
Canberra: February, July 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$76,160 

SAMPLE PROGRAM MAP FOR BACHELOR OF EDUCATION (EARLY CHILDHOOD AND PRIMARY)*

YEAR 1

Semester 1 Contexts for Learning and 
Development

Early Childhood Pedagogy 
and Curriculum

Personal Development, 
Health and Physical 
Education

Children’s Literature for Literacy

Semester 2 The Ecology of Childhood Partnerships for Learning Creative Arts Education 1 Linguistics for Literacy Professional Experience Early 
Childhood (0-2) (10 days)

YEAR 2

Semester 1
Building Curriculum 
Connections and 
Continuities

Creating Inclusive, Safe and 
Supportive Schools Literacy Education 1

Science and Technology for 
Early Childhood and Primary 
Teaching 1

Professional Experience Early 
Childhood (3-5) 
(3-week block)

Semester 2 Early Childhood Leadership Family Studies and Disability Connecting Society and 
Environment Exploring Mathematics 1 Community Engagement 

Program (70 hours)

YEAR 3

Semester 1
Teaching and Learning: 
Preparing for the Contexts of 
the Field

Religious Education Strand 
Unit OR Elective

Mathematics: Learning and 
Teaching 1 Exploring Mathematics 2

Professional Experience Early 
Childhood (5-8) (3-week 
block)

Semester 2 Teaching and Managing 
Learning Environments

Mathematics: Learning and 
Teaching 2 Literacy Education 2

Science and Technology for 
Early Childhood and Primary 
Teachers 2

Professional Experience Early 
Childhood (5-12)  
(3-week block)

YEAR 4

Semester 1 Science and Technology 
Education Transition into the Profession Religious Education Strand 

Unit OR Elective Australian Indigenous Peoples – Past and Present

Semester 2 Catering for Diversity in the 
Classroom Creative Arts Education 2 Religious Education Strand 

Unit OR Elective
Religious Education Strand 
Unit OR Elective

Professional Experience 
Primary (2-week and 8-week 
block)

* This is an example course outline only.  
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Develop a comprehensive understanding of contemporary teaching 

theory and practice for primary school-aged children
•  Undertake a range of professional and community engagement 

opportunities in regional, metropolitan and international locations
•  Embark on a meaningful career through which you can influence 

education curriculum and policy development across Australia. 

COURSE AIMS
Primary school teaching is an energising and exciting profession 
that utilises a variety of skills, including creativity, organisation and 
administration, combined with strong interpersonal and communication 
skills. ACU has a long-held reputation as a leading provider of quality 
teacher education. This course will prepare you to teach in all sectors – 
government, independent and Catholic. You will gain a degree with a 
reputation for high academic rigour that meets accreditation standards 
and strengths in the national priorities of literacy, numeracy, science and 
technology.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 320 credit points (cp), comprised of education studies 
(60cp); University core units (10cp), curriculum foundation studies (100cp), 
comprising: Indigenous studies (10cp); theology (30cp); or equivalent; 
mathematics (20cp); English (20cp); science (20cp); studies in curriculum 

and pedagogy: NSW students 140cp; Victoria and ACT students 130cp; 
Queensland students 120 or 130cp; remaining credit points from electives; 
professional experience (including community engagement) comprising 
community-based learning and a minimum number of supervised 
teaching days in primary schools as stipulated by local registration/
employment bodies.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will complete professional and volunteer 
experience consisting of up to 100 days of school-based learning 
experiences, structured observational tasks, community engagement and 
supervised professional experience prior to school and primary school 
settings. Refer to page 29 for further information about professional 
experience requirements.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible for teacher registration and 
accreditation to teach primary students in Catholic and other faith-based 
schools, and government and independent schools in Australia. Refer to 
page 29 for further information about teacher registration.

CAREER PATHS
Primary school teaching.

BACHELOR OF EDUCATION (PRIMARY)
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 certificate, including studies in mathematics 
and English.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus: Ballarat, Brisbane, 
Canberra, Melbourne, North 
Sydney, Strathfield

Entry:  
Ballarat, Brisbane, Melbourne, 
North Sydney, Strathfield: 
February 
Canberra: February, July  
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$76,160 
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Gain real-world international experience in development or 

humanitarian work by undertaking an overseas study placement 
•  Develop extensive knowledge of the theoretical and practical issues 

required to reduce poverty and save lives in developing countries 
•  Upon graduation, work for public, government or international 

organisations with a focus on social entrepreneurship, global outreach, 
international relations, journalism, travel and tourism. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Learn how to reduce poverty in developing countries and build the 
necessary skills to work for organisations that enhance lives with the 
Bachelor of International Development Studies. You will develop specialist 
knowledge in global health, human rights law and practice, global 
change and development, management, peace and development and 
environmental sustainability.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of International 
Development Studies (80cp), Global Studies (40cp), Management and 
Legal Studies (40cp), university core units (20cp), fieldwork (30cp) and 
electives (30cp).

IMMERSION EXPERIENCE*
The Immersion Experience (DVST304) is a community-based learning 
module that provides you with hands-on development experience. 
You will work overseas for a minimum of three weeks, gaining first-
hand knowledge of the challenges facing individuals and communities 
in developing countries. The Immersion Experience is a compulsory 
component of the third year of the degree.
* Please note that there are additional costs and administrative fees associated with the Immersion 
Experience.

CAREER PATHS
Public sector (local and international), government service (including 
diplomatic service), the United Nations and other international 
organisations, social entrepreneurship and companies with a global 
outreach, international relations, journalism (including travel journalism), 
travel and tourism.

BACHELOR OF INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
Academic requirements: Equivalent of Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R)
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Melbourne, Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Engage with a contemporary dialogue on the concept of disability in the 

community services and school education sectors
•  Gain access to graduate studies in early childhood, primary and 

secondary teaching degrees upon completion of this course 
•  Tailor your curriculum and professional practice specialisation to suit 

your individual interests and prepare you for a disability and human 
services career. 

COURSE AIMS
Contemporary understanding of disability acknowledges the rights of 
people with a disability to be full and participating members of society. 
Many people with a disability, particularly those with learning and 
intellectual disabilities, require either episodic or lifelong support to take 
their rightful place in society. As a student of the Bachelor of Inclusive 
Education and Disability studies, you will develop an ability to empower 
people with disabilities through inclusive education and development 
support. Upon graduation, you will be ready for a fulfilling career in 
disability or human service management.

As a student of this course, you will study units that encompass a holistic 
view of disability and the social structures that influence learning and 
development for people with a disability. These include theoretical 
frameworks for understanding disability, social justice and empowerment, 
advocacy, influence of disability on learning, social dynamics and positive 
behaviour support. The course also provides a pathway to school teaching 
qualifications and special education.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of discipline studies 
(160cp), professional practice specialisations (60cp), university core units 
(20cp).

CAREER PATHS
Community education, accommodation and respite, advocacy and 
human services, specialist inclusive education roles, supporting children 
with disabilities in schools, providing specialist disability support, policy 
development in government and non-government sectors.

BACHELOR OF INCLUSIVE EDUCATION AND DISABILITY STUDIES
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61 (50 min per band)

Campus: Strathfield Entry: February 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Build industry-relevant theoretical and practical skills in a range of 

communication media, including audio production, journalism, film and 
screen production

•  Gain real-world experience by undertaking volunteer and internship 
placements in your industry of choice

•  Pursue a career in television and film production, radio production, 
journalism and related new media communication, or public relations 
and event management.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Bachelor of Media Communication will support you to develop 
expertise in a range of media disciplines, from audio prooduction to 
journalism, film and screen production. Choose a major in media or 
communication, plus three electives from drama, literature, history, 
marketing, music, politics or visual arts. This course also includes  
volunteer experience and an internship. 

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of a major in media (80cp), 
a major in communication (80cp), University core units (20cp), program 
core units (20cp), internship (10cp) and electives (30cp).

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
As part of your course, you will be required to undertake an internship 
placement of three weeks or equivalent in your industry of choice, either 
as an assistant within a media organisation or in a communications role 
within a relevant organisation. You will be encouraged to engage with 
industry and industry models to prepare you for a diversity of careers in 
media and communication.

CAREER PATHS
Television and film production, radio production, journalism and related 
new media communication, or public relations and event management.

BACHELOR OF MEDIA COMMUNICATION
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R)
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Melbourne

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Develop the theoretical knowledge and practical competencies required 

for a successful career in the social sciences
•  Engage with public dialogue around the social, psychological and 

theological issues impacting society 
•  Graduate with the confidence to take on an exciting role in community 

development, human resources, market research, policy, government 
and social welfare. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This degree will assist you to develop your understanding of the 
relationship between individuals, community and society in order to 
provide insight into human social behaviour and organisations. You will 
acquire the theoretical insights and practical competencies required to 
play a creative role in a variety of public and community-based settings. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
In your second year of study, you will undertake a community work 
placement relevant to your social sciences study. The placement is 
equivalent to one unit.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of: 80 cp from the 
Sociology Major; 80 cp from a non-APAC accredited Psychology Major OR 
2 Minors (40 cp) from Australian Studies*, Counselling, Digital Journalism*, 
Healthy Development**, Politics**, Psychology or Youth Work**; 20 cp from 
University Core units; 10 cp from SOCS205 Social Science Students in the 
Community; up to 50 cp from electives. Students must choose at least 20 
cp from the Program Core Units.

* (Brisbane only)

** (Melbourne only)

CAREER PATHS
Community development worker, community planner, human resources 
manager, market researcher, policy advisor, analyst or adviser in 
government departments, government and social welfare.

PATHWAYS TO FURTHER STUDY (HONOURS DEGREE)
The Bachelor Social Science (Honours) program is embedded into the 
third and fourth year of the Bachelor Social Science program. To be eligible 
for admission to the honours program, you must complete a major or 
equivalent, with distinction in at least two units, and a credit average in the 
discipline of the honours study.

COURSE STRUCTURE (HONOURS DEGREE)
Completion of 80cp from honours units, comprised of thesis (50cp) and 
coursework units (30cp).

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL SCIENCE
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R)
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120

SAMPLE PROGRAM MAP FOR BACHELOR OF SOCIAL SCIENCE*

YEAR 1

Semester 1 Introduction to Sociology Major or Minor 1 Elective Program Core Unit

Semester 2 Applications of Psychology Major or Minor 1 Elective Program Core Unit

YEAR 2

Semester 1 Qualitative Sociological Research 
Methods Major or Minor 1 Minor or Elective Elective

Semester 2 Sociology Theory and Practice Major or Minor 1 2 Minor 2 or Elective Social Issues and Policies

YEAR 3

Semester 1 Quantitative Sociological Research 
Methods Research Design and Statistics 3 Major or Minor 2 Major or Elective

Semester 2 Sociology Elective Social Psychology Major or Minor 2 Major or Elective
* This is an example course outline only.  
† Students must take at least one general elective and at least one psychology elective.
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Engage your professional passions while simultaneously completing 

your teaching qualifications
•  Become part of a highly sought after cohort of ACU teaching graduates 

who are reshaping the contemporary education landscape
•  Embark on a meaningful career through which you can influence 

education curriculum and policy development across Australia 

COURSE AIMS
These dual degrees satisfy the requirements for both the Bachelor of 
Teaching and Bachelor of Arts. Upon graduation, you will be qualified to 
become a teacher in secondary schools. Throughout your course, you will 
study a range of Bachelor of Arts sequences and units, as well as choosing 
from a wealth of options for your major and minor sequences; you will 
be advised to select at least one of these sequences from a main school 
teaching area. The requirements of the Bachelor of Teaching will help you 
develop the the basic professional knowledge, skills and attitudes required 
to be an effective classroom teacher. Studying units in theology and 
religious education will support you to gain accreditation to teach religious 
education upon completion of your course. 

COURSE STRUCTURE
Bachelor of Teaching/Bachelor of Arts (Humanities)
Completion of 320 credit points comprised of a major from the Bachelor of 
Arts; minor from the Bachelor of Arts; other units from the Bachelor of Arts: 
education studies, curriculum studies, prescribed professional experience/ 
community engagement units; University core units.
Bachelor of Teaching/Bachelor of Arts (Mathematics) 
Completion of 320 credit points comprised of a mathematics major; 
minor from the Bachelor of Arts; other units from the Bachelor of Arts: 
education studies, curriculum studies, prescribed professional experience/ 
community engagement units; University core units.
Bachelor of Teaching/Bachelor of Arts (Technology)
Completion of 320 credit points comprised of major in technology; minor 
in technology; minor in computing, mathematics or theological studies; 
education studies; curriculum studies; prescribed professional experience/ 
community engagement units; University core units.
Bachelor of Teaching/Bachelor of Arts (Visual Arts)
Completion of 320 credit points (cp), comprised of a major in visual 
arts; minor in a second curriculum studies area; other units from the 
Bachelor Arts; education studies; University core units; curriculum studies; 
prescribed professional experience/community engagement units. 

EDUCATION STUDIES UNITS
Curriculum and Assessment; Understanding Learning; Contexts 
for Learning and Development; Teaching and Managing Learning 
Environments; Creating Inclusive, Safe and Supportive Schools; Curriculum 
Literacies; Transition into the Profession; Diversity in the Classroom.

TEACHING METHODS
Brisbane
Humanities  
(Major/Minor): Business Studies, Drama, History (Modern and Ancient), 
English Literature, Music, Study of Religions, Visual Arts.

Melbourne
Humanities  
Major/Minor: Business Studies (major only), Economics, English Literature, 
History, Mathematics, Psychology, Study of Religions. 
Minor: Healthy Development. 
Mathematics  
(Major): Mathematics. 
(Minor): Economics, History, Literature, Study of Religions. 
Visual Arts 
(Major): Visual Arts. 
(Minor): Business Studies, Computing, Drama, Economics, Literature, 
Geography, History, Mathematics, Study of Religions.

Strathfield (Sydney)
Humanities  
Major/minor: Economics, Literature, Geography, History, Study of Religions. 
Minor: Computing, Drama, Mathematics, Visual Arts. 
Technology  
(Major): Technology.  
(Minor): Computing, Mathematics, Study of Religions.  
Mathematics  
(Major): Mathematics.  
(Minor): Computing, Drama, Economics, Literature, Geography, Study of 
Religions, Visual Arts. 
Visual Arts  
(Major): Visual Arts. 
(Minor): Business Studies, Computing, Drama, Economics, Literature, 
Geography, History, Mathematics, Study of Religions.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will complete professional and volunteer 
experience consisting of up to 100 days of school-based learning 
experiences, structured observational tasks, community engagement 
and supervised professional experience in secondary school settings. For 
further information about professional experience requirements, refer to 
the section at the bottom of this page.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible for teacher registration and 
accreditation to teach secondary students in Catholic and other faith-
based schools, and government and independent schools in Australia. For 
further information about teacher registration, refer to the section at the 
bottom of this page.

CAREER PATHS
Teaching in secondary schools. 

BACHELOR OF TEACHING/ BACHELOR OF ARTS  
(HUMANITIES) (TECHNOLOGY) (MATHEMATICS) (VISUAL ARTS)
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an 
Australian Year 12 Certificate, with studies in 
mathematics and English.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per 
band)
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus:  
Brisbane: Humanities 
Strathfield: Humanities, 
Technology, Mathematics and 
Visual Arts
Melbourne: Humanities, 
Mathematics, Visual Arts

Entry: February 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$76,160 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE UNITS
To enrol in these units, and prior to entering a classroom to work with children, 
you must have the appropriate approvals. These are: Blue Card (QLD) or Working 
with Children Check (ACT, NSW and Vic). If you’re an international student, you 
must bring police check documentation from your home country. A national police 
check may be required to work in settings other than schools. 

Are you a QLD student? You will need to apply for a Blue Card on Form ‘S’ from the 
Commission for Children and Young People:  
www.ccypcg.qld.gov.au/bluecard

Working with Children Check:  
www.justice.vic.gov.au/home/working+with+children/ 

National Police Check: www.afp.gov.au/what-we-do/ 
police-checks/national-police-checks.aspx

Working with Vunerable People Check:  
www.ors.act.gov.au/community/working_with_vulnerable_people 

TEACHER REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS
To meet current national teacher registration standards, you will be required to 
attain an overall IELTS score of 7.5 (with a minimum of 7 in reading and writing, and 
a minimum of 8 in speaking and listening).

http://www.justice.vic.gov.au/home/working+with+children/
http://www.ors.act.gov.au/community/working_with_vulnerable_people
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Nurture your creative passions and develop your technical capabilities 

with this specialist visual arts and design course
•  Engage with subjects across the spectrum of studio-based art, graphic 

design, and art and design history and theory 
•  Gain industry-relevant, real-world experience in the on-campus art 

gallery and via professional internship placements.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This degree will give you a broad foundation in visual arts and design. 
You will acquire knowledge in two-dimensional media such as drawing, 
painting and photography, and three-and four-dimensional media 
including sculpture and video production. As a graduate, you will also 
have opportunities to exhibit and curate exhibitions in the University’s art 
galleries.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible to apply for accreditation with the 
Australian Graphic Design Association, Australian Print Council, Australian 
Sculptors Association, International Council of Museums, International 
Association of Art or the National Association for the Visual Arts.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of 2D studies (40cp),3D/4D 
object design (40cp), graphic design (40cp), art and design history 
and theory (40cp), professional development and practice unit (10cp), 
community internship, self-directed studies (30cp), program core units 
(20cp), and University core units (20cp).

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
The course includes an internship placement of 108 hrs/three weeks or 
equivalent part-time. You will work as an apprentice (assistant) to an artist, 
graphic designer, critic, art historian, craftsperson, museum or gallery 
manager or curator who will function as a mentor. The internship aims to 
give your qualification a vocational focus as you prepare for a diversity of 
careers in visual arts and design practice.

CAREER PATHS
Arts administration, art or design teaching, visual merchandising, 
illustration, curation, painting, photography, printmaking, art conservation 
or creative direction.

PATHWAYS TO FURTHER STUDY (HONOURS DEGREE)
The Bachelor of Visual Arts and Design (Honours) program is embedded 
into the Bachelor Visual Arts and Design program.

To be eligible for admission to the honours program, you must complete 
the Bachelor of Visual Arts and Design pass degree or equivalent with 
at least a credit average, including at least four of the units in the major 
sequence of the discipline of the honours course.

The honours course is available to eligible graduates and external 
applicants and takes a research-based approach to studio art, graphic 
design and art and design history and theory.

COURSE STRUCTURE HONOURS DEGREE
Completion of 80cp from honours units, comprised of Practices of 
Research in Art and Design (10cp), Advanced Studies in Art and Design 
A (10cp), Research Thesis/Research Studio Practice A (20cp), Advanced 
Studies in Art and Design B (10cp) PLUS Research Thesis/Research Studio 
Practice B (30cp) OR Research Thesis/Research Studio Practice C (Part-Time) 
(10cp) and Research Thesis/Research Studio Practice D (Part-Time) (20cp).

BACHELOR OF VISUAL ARTS AND DESIGN
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R)
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Melbourne, Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120

SAMPLE PROGRAM MAP FOR BACHELOR OF VISUAL ARTS AND DESIGN*

YEAR 1

Semester 1

Art and Design History and Theory 1 
(Examine art and design history and 
theory, commencing from nineteenth 
century to World War II)

2D Studies 1  
(Introduction to fundamental 
relationships that exist between 
media areas such as drawing, print-
media, painting and photography)

3D/4D Object Design 1 
(Introduction to a diverse range of 
approaches to 3D and 4D forms and 
object design)

Graphic Design 1 
(Introduction to computers, including 
hardware, software and design 
applications as they are used in the 
graphics and media industry)

Semester 2

2D Studies 2 
(Extend the development of concepts, 
processes and techniques of two-
dimensional media areas such as 
drawing, painting, print-media and 
photomedia)

3D/4D Object Design 2 
(Further knowledge of processes and 
skills relevant to the production of 
selected 3D and 4D forms and object 
design)

Graphic Design 2 
(Extend basic skills and 
understandings developed as a 
result of studies undertaken in 
Graphic Design 1)

Our World: Community and 
Vulnerability

YEAR 2

Semester 1

Art and Design History and Theory 2 
(Examine the major forms of cultural 
production in art and design in relation 
to the changing social, political, and 
economic contexts from the 1940s to 
the present)

2D Studies 3 
(Extend skills and techniques of 2D 
studies including painting, drawing, 
printmaking and photography)

3D/4D Object Design 3 
(Studio-based unit to continue to 
build upon concepts, skills and 
knowledge about 3D, 4D and object 
design practice)

Graphic Design 3 
(Learn theoretical principles and 
undertake projects in graphic design 
for the internet)

Semester 2

Art and Design History and Theory 3 
(Critique concepts of the past, such as 
the Western canon and its theorising by 
art writers)

2D Studies 4 
(Extend the development of 
concepts, processes and techniques 
of two-dimensional media areas 
such as advanced drawing, painting, 
print-media and photomedia)

3D/4D Object Design 4 
(Extend students enquiry into 3D 
and 4D forms and object design)

Graphic Design 4 
(Develop skills and undertake projects 
in graphic design for the internet, 
advanced 2D animation and 3D 
animation)

YEAR 3

Semester 1

Professional Practice 
(Undertake visits to arts-related 
professional organisations and other 
appropriate professional settings)

Self-Directed Studies A 
(Monitored studio or theoretical 
work in your area of specialisation, 
namely graphic design, studio-based 
art or art history and theory)

Art and Spirit 
(Investigate art and design from the 
perspective of spirituality and faith)

Understanding Self and Society: 
Contemporary Perspectives

Semester 2

Community Internship 
(Undertake an internship as a volunteer 
in areas around visual art, graphic design, 
cultural criticism, art historical studies, 
crafts, museums or gallery operations)

Self-Directed Studies B 
(Continuation of monitored studio or theoretical work in your area of 
specialisation)

Art and Design History and Theory 4 
(Extend understanding of the practical 
value of historical scholarship in the 
visual domain)

* This is an example course outline only 
(In Melbourne only, students select three out of the four streams (2D studies, 3D/4D object design, Graphic Design and Media). Media units include Introduction to Media Production and Screen Production 1)
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Foster your interest in the social, political, cultural, environmental and 

economic issues that shape the world we live in 
•  Undertake an overseas study placement to give your degree an 

international edge 
•  Prepare yourself for an exciting career in public, government or 

international companies focused on global outreach, international 
relations, journalism, travel and tourism. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will provide you with international experience to help build 
your understanding of the critical issues shaping our world. In addition 
to the advantages of an arts education, this double dgree will give you 
an opportunity to undertake studies in globalisation and its impacts on 
society, economics and the environment. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will study abroad for a semester at one of over 
70 partner institutions around the world, including Austria, Canada, Chile, 
France, Germany, Japan, Mexico, Sweden, the UK and USA through ACU’s 
exchange program. In some cases, you may be permitted to undertake an 
approved international internship of your choice.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 320 credit points (cp), comprised of global studies core units 
(40cp); international study/internship unit (40cp); global studies electives 
(40cp); two majors, or one major and two minors from the Bachelor of Arts 
(160cp); university core units (20cp); Arts Advantage (10cp); program core 
units (at least 10cp); and electives (not more than 10cp).

CAREER PATHS
Public sector (local and international), government service (including 
diplomatic service), the United Nations and other international 
organisations, social entrepreneurship and companies with a global 
outreach, international relations, journalism (including travel journalism), 
travel and tourism. 

BACHELOR OF ARTS/BACHELOR OF GLOBAL STUDIES
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R)
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Strathfield

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$76,160 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Build expertise in the issues facing young people and youth workers in a 

range of public and community-based settings
•  Develop an in-depth understanding of contemporary prevention and 

intervention strategies required for a successful career as a youth worker
•  Pursue a professional role in a range of community and government 

agencies.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The community requires highly-trained and skilled youth workers to 
meet the needs of young people. By undertaking the Bachelor of Youth 
Work, you will develop effective prevention and intervention strategies 
to understand the issues confronting young people and youth workers. 
As a graduate, you will be prepared to meet the diverse challenges and 
demands of young people in a range of public and community settings.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
In your first year, you will have the opportunity to observe the 
characteristics of youth work first-hand through a series of visits to youth 
work agencies. You will undertake this placement for three hours per week 
for 12 weeks, or equivalent. In your second and third years, you will actively 
work with young people within an agency. The second-year practicum 
includes 30 days’ placement in a youth work agency, plus three hours per 
week for classes. In third year, you will undertake 40 days of placement 
experience in a supervised, field-base youth work organisation, plus three 
hours per week for classes.

COURSE STURCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of a major in youth work 
(80cp), major in sociology (80cp) OR core units in sociology (40cp) and 
counselling (40cp), University core units (20cp), program core unit (10cp), 
electives (20cp), and practicum units (30cp).

CAREER PATHS
Youth work within community and government agencies, including direct 
service, case work and counselling, policy development and research, 
community development, multicultural and refugee support, recreation, 
educational support and crisis work.

BACHELOR OF YOUTH WORK
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R)
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Melbourne

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Enhance your employment opportunities in a variety of industries with a 

dual degree qualification 
•  Add depth and rigour to your business qualifications by completing a 

four-year degree and studying abroad
•  Become eligible for professional accreditation with CPA, ICAA, AHRI  

and/or AMI upon graduation. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This dual degree combines a business administration focus with the 
opportunity to learn about the social, political, cultural, environmental 
and economic changes that are shaping the world. In addition to the 
advantages of a business education, you will undertake studies in 
globalisation and its impacts on society, economics and the environment. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will study abroad for a semester through ACU’s 
exchange program at one of over 70 partner institutions around the world. 
Countries include Austria, Canada, Chile, France, Germany, Japan, Mexico, 
Sweden, the UK and USA. In some cases, you may undertake an approved 
international internship of your choice.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible for membership of the following 
organisations, depending on the major you complete: Institute of 
Chartered Accountants Australia and CPA Australia, Australian Computer 
Society, Australian Human Resource Institute, or Australian Marketing 
Institute.

COURSE STRUCTURE 
Completion of 320 credit points (cp), comprised of global studies core 
units (40cp), international study/internship unit (40cp), global studies 
electives (40cp), Bachelor of Business Administration units (180cp) and 
Professional Experience A, and University core units (20cp). 

CAREER PATHS 
Accounting, business, management, human resources or marketing 
positions within the United Nations system and other international 
organisations such as the World Bank; social entrepreneurship; multi-
national corporations; and government.

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/BACHELOR OF GLOBAL STUDIES
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R)
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney, Strathfield 

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$21,600 
Total fee: A$86,400
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Enhance your employment opportunities in a variety of industries with a 

dual degree qualification 
•  Add depth and rigour to your commerce qualifications by completing a 

four-year degree and studying abroad
•  Become eligible for professional accreditation with CPA, ICAA, AHRI and/

or AMI upon graduation. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This dual degree combines a commerce specialisation with the 
opportunity to learn about the social, political, cultural, environmental 
and economic changes that are shaping the world. In addition to the 
advantages of a commerce education, you will undertake studies in 
globalisation and its impacts on society, economics and the environment. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will study abroad for a semester through ACU’s 
exchange program at one of over 70 partner institutions around the world. 
Countries include Austria, Canada, Chile, France, Germany, Japan, Mexico, 
Sweden, the UK and USA. In some cases, you may undertake an approved 
international internship of your choice.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible for membership of the following 
organisations, depending on the major you complete: Institute of 
Chartered Accountants Australia and CPA Australia, Australian Computer 
Society, Australian Human Resource Institute, or Australian Marketing 
Institute.

COURSE STRUCTURE 
Completion of 320 credit points (cp), comprised of global studies core 
units (40cp), international study/internship unit (40cp); global studies 
electives (40cp), Bachelor of Commerce units (180cp) and Professional 
Experience A, and University core units (20cp). 

CAREER PATHS 
Accounting, business, management, human resources or marketing 
positions within the United Nations system and other international 
organisations such as the World Bank; social entrepreneurship, multi-
national corporations; and government.

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE/BACHELOR OF GLOBAL STUDIES
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R)
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney, Strathfield 

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$21,600 
Total fee: A$86,400

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Engage with an intensive course curriculum that has a strong focus on 

scripture, theology and philosophy 
•  Combine theology theory with practice-based learning in a range of 

other disciplines, including liberal arts, business and psychology
•  Benefit from access to highly respected teaching staff with international 

reputations for scholarship and research. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This degree will support you to learn about the social, political, cultural, 
environmental and economic changes that are shaping the world. In 
addition to the advantages of a theology education, you will undertake 
studies in globalisation and its impacts on society, economics and the 
environment. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will study abroad for a semester through ACU’s 
exchange program at one of over 70 partner institutions around the world. 
Countries include Austria, Canada, Chile, France, Germany, Japan, Mexico, 
Sweden, the UK and USA. In some cases, you may undertake an approved 
international internship of your choice.

COURSE STRUCTURE 
Completion of 320 credit points (cp), comprised of global studies core 
units (40cp); international study/internship unit (40cp); global studies 
electives (40cp;, and Bachelor of Theology units, including University core 
units (160cp) and other units from the schedule of unit offerings (40cp). 

CAREER PATHS 
Public sector, both local and international; government services; 
diplomatic service; the United Nations system and other international 
organisations; social entrepreneurship and companies with a global 
outreach; international relations; journalism (including travel journalism); 
travel and tourism; pastoral and social work; church agencies and 
ministries coordination.

BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY/BACHELOR OF GLOBAL STUDIES
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R)
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$76,160
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Study one of Australia’s last remaining one-year qualifications in 

graduate education
•  Become work-ready and highly employable after only a single year 
•  Join a highly sought after cohort of ACU teaching graduates with the 

capacity to influence education curriculum and policy development 
across Australia. 

COURSE AIMS
This course will support you to develop the knowledge and skills required 
to teach in secondary schools in all sectors – government, independent 
and Catholic. With an emphasis on social justice, equity and values 
education, this course has a reputation for academic rigour and will 
prepare you to meet current education accreditation standards. 

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 100 credit points (cp), comprised of education studies 
(40cp), curriculum studies (40cp), professional experience (20cp). 

Education studies units: Development and Learning, Diversity in the 
Classroom, Effective Teaching and Professional Practice, Social and Cultural 
Contexts of Education.

Teaching Methods: 
Brisbane  
Accounting, Art, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, Computing, Dance, 
Drama, Earth Science, Economics, English, Film and Television, Geography, 
Health and Physical Education, History, ICT, Legal Studies, Languages Other 
Than English (LOTE), Marine Studies, Mathematics, Music, Physics, Science 
21, Studies of Society and Environment, Study of Religion.

Canberra  
Commerce & Business Studies, Dance, Drama, English, 
LOTE, Mathematics, Music, Religious Education, Science, Studies of Society 
and Environment, Technology, Visual Arts.

Melbourne  
Commerce and Business Studies, English, ESL, Health Education, History, 
Humanities, LOTE , Mathematics, Music, Physical Education, Psychology, 
Religious Education, Science, Visual Arts.

Strathfield  
Biology, Chemistry , Drama, Economics and Business Studies, English, 
Geography, History, ICT, Legal Studies, LOTE, Mathematics, Music, Personal 
Development, Health and Physical Education, Physics, Religious Education, 
Society and Culture, Technology, Visual Arts. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will undertake professional experience consisting 
of a minimum of 45 days of school-based learning experiences, structured 
observational tasks and supervised professional experience in secondary 
school settings. Refer to page 29 for further information about professional 
experience requirements.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible for teacher registration and 
accreditation to teach secondary students in Catholic and other faith-
based schools and government and independent schools in Australia. 
Refer to page 29 for further information about teacher registration.

FURTHER STUDY
After completing the Graduate Diploma in Education (Secondary), you can 
progress to the Master of Teaching (Secondary) or the Master of Education.

CAREER PATHS
Secondary school teaching.

GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN EDUCATION (SECONDARY)
Academic requirements: A three-year Australian 
bachelor’s degree or equivalent.  
Students must also nominate two subject areas 
(refer to teaching methods below) that are based on 
their bachelor studies and that they believe they are 
qualified to teach. The Faculty of Education will assess 
students’ suitability for the nominated teaching 
methods during the admissions process.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.5 (7.5 min per band)
IBT: 102 (25 all bands)
PTE: 76 (73 min per band)

Campus: Brisbane, Canberra, 
Melbourne, Strathfield

Entry: Brisbane & Melbourne: 
February 
Canberra & Strathfield: 
February, July 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$23,800 
Total fee: A$23,800 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is designed for qualified teachers who wish to pursue further 
studies in a specialised area. It will not lead to a teaching qualification. 
By undertaking this degree, you will further develop your scholarship 
and expertise as a teacher and/or educator by specialising in one of the 
following areas: Arts Education, Autism Spectrum Studies (Melbourne 
only), Contemporary Learning, Language and Literacy Education, 
Mathematics Education, Middle School Mathematics for Teaching, Thesis, 
Wellbeing and Inclusive Education.

CAREER PATHS
The Master of Education enhances career advancement opportunities in 
teaching and leadership, education administration, research and policy.

MASTER OF EDUCATION
Academic requirements: A four-year bachelor’s 
degree in education; or bachelor’s degree in an area 
other than education and a Graduate Diploma in 
Education; alternatively, a health sciences degree 
with three years’ experience; and a Graduate 
Certificate in Clinical Education. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 100 (min 25 in writing)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (50 min per band)

Campus:
Melbourne, Strathfield

Entry:  
Melbourne: February 
Strathfield: February, July 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$19,040
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Obtain the qualifications you need to become a leading educator in a 

teaching, policy or governance capacity 
•  Build your understanding of educational leadership with a course that is 

built on values, ethics and theological knowledge 
•  Develop specific skills that will assist you in making a positive 

contribution to Catholic or faith-based schools

The Master of Educational Leadership is for teachers and administrators 
who want to enhance their professional practice and become leaders in 
their school community or organisation. The leadership focus of this course 
will support you to explore new concepts and approaches to teaching 
and learning that highlight the partnership of teachers and administrators 

in building a culture of leadership in schools. The degree has a particular 
focus on Catholic schools, but also has the flexibility to cater for those from 
other denominations and the public sector.

In addition to looking at the theory and application of leadership and 
organisation, you will also be encouraged to delve into the ethical and 
moral decisions that educational leaders have to make. This course will 
prepare you to make responsible choices in complex, often tension-filled, 
situations.

PLEASE NOTE: As this program is delivered in intensive mode, 
international students will need to contact the ACU International 
Admissions team to confirm an appropriate start date before applying 
(see back cover for contact details).

EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP (POSTGRADUATE DEGREES)
POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN 
EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
Academic requirements: As per master’s 
degree below or significant related 
professional experience. 

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 40 credit points (cp), comprised 
of 20cp from core units and 20cp from specialist units.

Duration: 0.5 years
Year fee: A$9,520
Total fee: A$9,520

MASTER OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
Academic requirements: Four-year 
Australian bachelor’s degree in education; 
or
bachelor’s degree in an area other than 
education and a Graduate Diploma in 
Education; and relevant professional work 
experience.

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 80 credit points (cp), comprised 
of 20cp from core units, at least 20cp from specialist units, up to 40cp 
from specialist units or electives.

CORE UNITS: Perspectives on Leadership, Values and Leadership.

SPECIALIST UNITS (MINIMUM TWO OF): Human Resource 
Management and Development, Leading Educational Change, 
Leadership Spirituality, Leading Authentic Learning, Employment 
Relations and the Legal Context in Education, Leading the Catholic 
School, Faith Leadership, Education Policy and Governance, Leadership 
Theory into Practice, Professional Practice Project.

Electives may be taken from other master’s level courses with the 
approval of the course coordinator.

Duration: 1 year
Year fee: A$19,040
Year fee: A$19,040

Career paths
Deputy principal, educator, head of 
department, school principal.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 100 (min 25 in writing)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (50 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney

Entry: PG Certificate in 
Education Leadership: 
Brisbane, Melbourne & North 
Sydney: February, July 
M Educational Leadership: 
Brisbane & North Sydney: 
February, July
Melbourne: February 
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Enhance your career opportunities with a two-year qualification 
•  Graduate with theoretical and practical skills that will prepare you to 

excel in the contemporary primary education environment 
•  Join a highly sought after cohort of ACU teaching graduates with the 

capacity to influence education curriculum and policy development 
across Australia. 

COURSE AIMS
The Master of Teaching (Primary) is a two-year degree designed for 
graduates of selected undergraduate degrees who are seeking a primary 
school teaching career. The course provides a pre-service education for 
new teachers, consisting of of studies in education and specific curriculum 
studies covering all teaching areas of primary schools. Your studies will 
focus on the application of advanced knowledge and research findings 
to the problems, issues and challenges of contemporary education. You 
will learn to analyse and address a range of socio-cultural issues that will 
stimulate positive interaction and dialogue between the University and the 
professional field.

 The course aims to prepare you to become a reflective, independent and 
flexible education professional who is open to new ideas and capable of 
applying knowledge and skills to improve existing curriculum offerings. As 
a graduate, you will be eligible for employment in Catholic, government 
and non-government schools. 

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 160 credit points (cp), comprised of education studies 
(40 cp), curriculum studies (80cp), electives (20cp), research (20cp), 
professional experience units.

Education studies: Diversity in the Inclusive Classroom, Social and 
Cultural Contexts of Development and Learning, Effective Teaching and 
Professional Practice, Transition to the Profession: Integrated Curriculum 
Programming.

Curriculum studies: Creative Arts Curriculum, Language and Literacy 
Education, Mathematics Curriculum, Personal Development, Health 
and Physical Education (PDHPE) Curriculum, Human Society and Its 
Environment (HSIE)/Studies of Society and Environment (SOSE) Curriculum, 
Science and Technology Education.
Electives: Principles of Religious Education or Managing Challenging 
Behaviour, Religious Education Curriculum or Education Systems in an 
International Cultural Context, Managing Challenging Behaviour
Religious Education Curriculum, Education Systems in an International 
Cultural Context.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will complete professional experience consisting 
of a minimum of 45 days of school-based learning experiences, structured 
observational tasks and supervised professional experience in primary 
school settings. Refer to page 29 for further information about professional 
exerience requirements.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will eligible for registration as a primary school 
teacher and accredited to teach in government, independent and Catholic 
schools. Refer to page 29 for further information about teacher registration.

CAREER PATHS
Primary school teaching.

MASTER OF TEACHING (PRIMARY)
Academic requirements: A three-year Australian 
bachelor’s degree or equivalent. In NSW, applicants 
must meet guidelines set by the NSW Institute of 
Teachers.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.5 (7.5 min per band)
IBT: 102 (25 all bands)
PTE: 76 (73 min per band)

Campus: Melbourne, 
Strathfield 

Entry:  
Melbourne: February 
Strathfield: February, July 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$38,080 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Enhance your career opportunities with a two-year qualification that is 

set to become a mandatory requirement for entry into teaching 
•  Graduate with theoretical and practical skills that will prepare you to 

excel in the contemporary secondary education environment 
•  Join a highly sought after cohort of ACU teaching graduates with the 

capacity to influence education curriculum and policy development 
across Australia. 

COURSE AIMS
The Master of Teaching (Secondary) will support you to develop the 
knowledge and skills required to teach in secondary schools in all sectors 
– government, independent and Catholic. You will gain a degree with a 
reputation for high academic rigour that meets accreditation standards. 

The course has a particular focus on research-based approaches 
to reflective practice. As a student, you will be asked to consider 
the implications and applications of such an approach to your own 
professional development and to your contribution to the learning and 
wellbeing of students you teach. 

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 160 credit points (cp), comprised of education studies 
(40cp), curriculum studies (40cp), core units (50cp), electives (10cp), 
professional experience units (20cp). 

For teaching methods, please refer to Graduate Diploma in Education 
(Secondary) on page 34.
Education studies: Development and Learning, Diversity in the Classroom, 
Effective Teaching and Professional Practice, Social and Cultural Contexts 
of Education.
Core units: Managing Challenging Behaviour, Research Project (three 
units), Issues in the Profession: Working Across the Curriculum, Interpreting 
and Designing Educational Research.
Electives: Education Systems in an International Cultural Context, Biblical 
Studies, Foundations of Christian Faith, other approved electives.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will complete professional experience consisting 
of a minimum of 45 days of school-based learning experiences, structured 
observational tasks and supervised professional experience in secondary 
school settings. Refer to page 29 for further information about professional 
experience requirements.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible for registration as a secondary school 
teacher and are accredited to teach in government, independent and 
Catholic schools. Refer to page 30 for further information about teacher 
registration.

CAREER PATHS
Secondary school teaching.

MASTER OF TEACHING (SECONDARY)
Academic requirements: A three-year Australian 
bachelor’s degree or equivalent. Students must 
also nominate two subject areas (refer to teaching 
methods on page 34) for which, based on their 
bachelor’s studies, they believe they are qualified, 
to teach. The Faculty of Education will assess each 
student’s suitability for the teaching methods during 
the admissions process.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.5 (7.5 min per band)
IBT: 102 (25 all bands)
PTE: 76 (73 min per band)

Campus: Canberra, 
Melbourne, Strathfield 

Entry:  
Melbourne: February  
Canberra,  
Strathfield: Feb, July 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$38,080 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The Doctor of Education (EdD) provides an advanced course of study at the 
doctoral level in common with the traditional Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 
degree. As an EdD candidate, you will undertake a research-based degree 
that is concerned with the reflective application of advanced knowledge to 
problems of professional practice. The degree is designed for professionals 
who wish to expand their theoretical bases for practice, to analyse current 
ideas and issues, and to address problems in educational practice. Three 
coursework units will provide you with structured training and support 
to the development of the thesis, and you will be encouraged to take up 
research questions that are relevant to your current or projected career 
interests.

FIND A SUPERVISOR
To find a supervisor please visit: 
corner.acu.edu.au/research_supervision/
PLEASE NOTE: Do not submit the ACU application form without having a 
supervisor or a research proposal as it will be considered an incomplete 
application. Incomplete applications may be delayed or rejected.

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION (EdD)
Academic requirements: A master’s degree in 
education or equivalent, with an average of credit 
or equivalent; at least five years’ relevant work 
experience; and two confidential referee reports (at 
least one must be an academic reference; one may 
relate to the applicant’s professional experience). 

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Canberra, 
Melbourne,  
Strathfield,  
Ballarat 
Note: Students in Ballarat need to 
attend some weekend intensives in 
Melbourne

Entry: June 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$23,120  
Total fee: A$92,480

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
As a Doctor of Philosophy student, you will be required to submit a major 
thesis demonstrating that you have made a substantial contribution 
to learning. You will also be expected to display your appreciation and 
understanding of the relationship of your own research investigations 
within a wider field of knowledge.

FIND A SUPERVISOR
To find a supervisor please visit: 
corner.acu.edu.au/research_supervision/
PLEASE NOTE: Do not submit the ACU application form without having a 
supervisor or a research proposal as it will be considered an incomplete 
application. Incomplete applications may be delayed or rejected.

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PhD)
Academic requirements: An appropriate 
undergraduate degree with honours at a minimum 
level of Second Class Division A or equivalent; or a 
master’s degree with appropriate research training 
in a relevant field; or a master’s preliminary program 
with results at distinction level; or an equivalent 
qualification or experience. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Ballarat,  
Brisbane,  
Canberra, Melbourne,  
North Sydney, Strathfield 

Entry: January, March, June, 
September 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$21,000  
Total fee: A$84,000

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
As a Master of Philosophy student, you will be required to submit a major 
thesis that demonstrates your ability to conduct a research program, your 
command of the knowledge and skills relating to your area of research 
interest, and your critical appreciation and understanding of how your 
work relates to the work of others within your subject area. 

To gain entry into this degree, you will need to demonstrate your capacity 
for research in a field in which there is a demonstrated need for research 
supervision. Once you’ve been accepted, you will be enrolled in the 
relevant ACU Faculty and you may also be associated with one of ACU’s 
research centres or institutes. 

FIND A SUPERVISOR
To find a supervisor, please visit: 
corner.acu.edu.au/research_supervision/
PLEASE NOTE: Do not submit the ACU application form without having a 
supervisor or a research proposal as it will be considered an incomplete 
application. Incomplete applications may be delayed or rejected.

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY
Academic requirements: Appropriate undergraduate 
honours degree or equivalent; or master’s degree 
with appropriate research training in a relevant 
field; or master’s preliminary program; or equivalent 
qualification or experience.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Ballarat,  
Brisbane,  
Canberra, Melbourne,  
North Sydney, Strathfield 

Entry: January, March, June, 
September 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$21,000  
Total fee: A$42,000

“ACU Melbourne has a beautiful 
library and quiet space for studies. It is 
a beautiful campus.

I am also enjoying the friendship I 
have been developing with friends 
and staff at ACU. The people I 
encounter at ACU are very friendly 
and helpful. 

After graduation, I will return to 
Timor-Leste and contribute to the 
development of the country and the 
general wellbeing of the people. I 
am hoping to work in the Ministry of 
Education of Timor-Leste and to help 
revamp the educational conditions in 
this tiny island of my birth.”

Dionisio Sarmento, Timor-Leste 
Master of Educational Leadership
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Scan the 
QR Code to 
see what 
Dionisio has 
to say about 
studying at 
ACU

www.youtube.com/ACUInternational 

http://corner.acu.edu.au/research_supervision/
http://corner.acu.edu.au/research_supervision/
http://corner.acu.edu.au/research_supervision/


“I enjoy studying at ACU 
because the campus is 
beautiful, the quality of 
teaching is outstanding 
and my course has a 
good reputation. I also 
did my undergraduate 
degree at ACU and the 
hospital practice was 
a great experience and 
I was given the option 
to choose from many 
hospitals to go to. 
The other great thing 
about ACU is that you 
can make friends from 
everywhere. Everyone 
knows each other and it 
feels like a family”.

Yiwen Huang, China
Master of Health 
Administration

Scan the QR Code to see 
what Yiwen has to say 
about studying at ACU
www.youtube.com/
ACUInternational

Located across six of ACU’s campuses, 
the Faculty of Health Sciences is one of 
the largest faculties of health sciences 
in Australia. We prepare highly qualified 
graduates in the areas of counselling, 
environmental science, exercise 
science, nursing, occupational therapy, 
physiotherapy, psychology, public health, 
social work, and speech pathology.
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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Pathway only 
Looking for a pathway into the ACU Bachelor of Nursing, Bachelor of 
Exercise and Health Science, or Bachelor of Exercise and Sports Science 
programs? By completing the the Tertiary Preparation Program (Health 
Sciences), you will gain admission into these undergraduate degree 
programs, even if you don’t meet the qualifications for direct entry.

This course, while not designed to be a professional qualification for 
health sciences, will prepare you to successfully pursue academic studies 
in the area of the health professions. You will have extensive opportunities 
to develop the English language and communication skills required to 
work effectively as a health practitioner. In particular, you will explore 
the language of medicine via verbal and written material, learn how 
to communicate with with patients and their relatives, and build an 
understanding of how to deal with sector specific professional issues.

You will also be introduced to critical thinking and problem solving. 
Emphasis will be placed on working independently and as a team member, 
on self-directedness, and on building confidence.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 80 credit points, comprised of Australian Society, English 
Language Communication Skills, English for Academic Purposes, 
English for Health Professionals, Introduction to Health Care in Australia, 
Introduction to Science for Health Professionals

FURTHER STUDY
Upon successful completion of the Tertiary Preparation Program (Health 
Sciences), you will be eligible for entry into the ACU Bachelor of Nursing, 
Bachelor of Exercise and Health Science and Bachelor of Exercise and 
Sports Science.

TERTIARY PREPARATION PROGRAM (HEALTH SCIENCES)
Academic requirements: Equivalent of senior 
secondary school graduation with a minimum 50% 
pass rate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (5.5 min per band) 
IBT: 79 (20 all bands)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (42 in all bands)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney

Entry:  
Brisbane: February, May or  
Melbourne and  
North Sydney: February 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$14,560 
Total fee: A$14,560 

FACULTY OF 
HEALTH SCIENCES

www.acu.edu.au/health_sciences

Our courses focus on health outcomes and 
include undergraduate and postgraduate 
programs of study, along with research 
degrees. As part of the curriculum, our 
students undertake field and clinical 
experience that is supervised by 
experienced practitioners. 

The Faculty seeks to promote the 
uniqueness, personal integrity and the 
potential of each of its members. We 
are committed to helping vulnerable 
communities such as Indigenous, elderly 
and disabled people.

COUNSELLING 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

EXERCISE SCIENCE
HEALTH ADMINISTRATION

MIDWIFERY
NURSING

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
PUBLIC HEALTH

PHYSIOTHERAPY
PSYCHOLOGY
SOCIAL WORK

SPEECH PATHOLOGY

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Gain entry into the Bachelor of Environmental Science with this unique 

pathway program
•  Increase your understanding of environmental sciences and the 

issues, information and communication skills required to embark on a 
successful career

•  Prepare yourself for further study or future professional opportunities 
in environmental science or tourism, or with government agencies 
concerned with energy, water, natural resources and sustainability, 
science or environmental education.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The aim of this course is to provide a pathway into the Bachelor of 
Environmental Science. As a diploma student, you will study subjects 
relating to environmental issues, relevant sciences, information and 
communication skills.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 80 credit points, comprised of Biodiversity, Principles of 
Ecology, Fundamentals of Chemistry, Physical Chemistry, Environmental 
Issues, Soils and Water, Earth Science and Introduction to Data Analysis.

FURTHER STUDY
Upon successful completion of the diploma, you will receive 80 credit 
points towards the Bachelor of Environmental Science.

CAREER PATHS
Environmental science; environmental tourism; government agencies 
concerned with energy, water, natural resources and sustainability; science 
or environmental education.

DIPLOMA IN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Academic requirements: Senior secondary school 
graduation or equivalent with a minimum 50% pass 
rate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (5.5 min per band) 
IBT: 79 (20 all bands)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (42 in all bands)

Campus: 
North Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$19,040 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Apply a rigorous evidence-based approach to understand disease 

determinants
• Plan effective solutions through policy, legislation and advocacy
•  Develop and manage public health programs for populations, 

communities and individuals.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Public health is the science and art of preventing disease, prolonging life 
and promoting health by improving social and political systems. It includes 
environmental, economic, technical, educational and legislative measures.

The Bachelor of Applied Public Health will give you the skills to improve 
population health, whether it’s to a handful of people or across several 
continents.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp) comprised of 120cp from core 
public health units, 60cp from interprofessional units, 20cp from health 

promotion units, 20cp from research statistics units and 20cp from core 
curriculum units.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
The Bachelor of Applied Public Health will give you up to 300 hours of 
valuable professional placements, concentrated in the third year of the 
course. Some placements will be available during summer recess, and 
there are opportunities for interstate or international experience.

CAREER PATHS
Public health, community development, epidemiology, policy analysis, 
program evaluation, health education, project management and consumer 
advocacy. All of these within a variety of organisations such as government 
health departments, population health units, community health centres, 
non-governmental health organisations (NGOs), advocacy groups, 
international health agencies.

BACHELOR OF APPLIED PUBLIC HEALTH
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney

Entry: February 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120 
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Develop extensive knowledge of the theoretical and practical skills 

required for a successful counselling career 
•  Learn how to think critically about issues relevant to your professional 

practice and to apply your knowledge to real-world situations
•  Apply for a range of sector-specific professional memberships upon 

graduation.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Counsellors help people of all ages address issues and challenges in their 
lives. As a Bachelor of Counselling student, you will develop professional 
counselling skills and gain valuable practical experience through extensive 
clinical fieldwork placements.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible to apply for membership of a range 
of state-based counselling associations through which you may obtain 
membership of the Psychotherapy and Counselling Federation of Australia. 
Examples of state-based counselling associations include The Counsellors 
and Psychotherapists Association of Victoria and the Queensland 
Counsellors’ Association.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of a counselling major 
(80cp), university core units (20cp), specialised counselling units (40cp), 
psychology minor (40cp), clinical fieldwork (40cp), and electives (40cp).

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
The clinical fieldwork component of your degree will involve a 12-
week practicum program working with individuals and groups under 
supervision in an organisation such as a community agency, counselling or 
welfare centre, child or youth service, neighbourhood centre, community 
corrections, hospice or hospital.

CAREER PATHS
Counselling (relationships, addiction, bereavement, and refugees), 
community welfare, child safety and child and youth work, community 
services, school chaplaincy or juvenile justice.

BACHELOR OF COUNSELLING
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R)
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne

Entry: February 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Combine theoretical learning with real-world practice by undertaking 

fieldwork opportunities in your area of professional interest, such as 
marine and coastal ecology

•  Develop your research skills by writing a dissertation in addition to the 
coursework components of your degree 

•  Graduate with the expertise to pursue a career in environmental science 
or tourism, or with government agencies concerned with energy, 
water, natural resources and sustainability, science or environmental 
education.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
As an environmental science student, you will gain the knowledge 
to contribute to the monitoring and management of processes, 
rehabilitation, restoration and protection of our environment. You will 
graduate with the skills to become an effective researcher and decision-
maker with skills in critical thinking, problem solving and analysis.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible for membership with the 
Environment Institute of Australia and New Zealand.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of environmental science 
units (100cp), science units (120cp), university core units (20cp), and 
professional work experience.

PROFESSIONAL WORK EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will complete 15 days or equivalent of 
professional work experience in the field, including practical experience, 
and gain a broad knowledge and understanding of organisations 
operating in the areas of environmental planning, monitoring, assessment 
and management. 

CAREER PATHS
Environmental auditing and assessment, environmental consulting, 
environmental management, environmental sustainability, policy 
development, environmental tourism, government (energy, water, natural 
resources and sustainability), research, water resource management.

PATHWAYS TO FURTHER STUDY (HONOURS DEGREE)
The Bachelor of Environmental Science (Honours) program is embedded 
the third and fourth years of the Bachelor of Environmental Science 
(pass) program. To be eligible for admission to the honours program, 
you must complete 160cp from first and second years of the Bachelor of 
Environmental Science pass degree, with a grade point average of at least 
5.5.

COURSE STRUCTURE (HONOURS DEGREE)
Completion of 80cp from honours units, comprised of core units (60cp) 
and electives (20cp). The honours degree also includes the writing of a 
thesis together with coursework, and preparation for a research-oriented 
career in environmental science or postgraduate study.

BACHELOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R)
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
North Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120

SAMPLE PROGRAM MAP FOR BACHELOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE*

YEAR 1

Semester 1 Environmental Issues Biodiversity Fundamentals of Chemistry Earth Science

Semester 2 Principles of Ecology Physical Chemistry Introduction to Data Analysis Our World: Community and Vulnerability

YEAR 2

Semester 1 Organic Chemistry & Biochemistry Understanding Self and Society: 
Contemporary Perspectives Landscape Hydrology & Management Environmental Data Analysis

Semester 2 Vegetation Ecology The Australian Environment: Values 
and Ethics Geographic Information Systems Environmental Chemistry

YEAR 3

Semester 1 Animal Ecology Microbiology and Biotechnology Environmental Planning & Assessment Applied Studies 1: Occupational Health 
and Safety

Semester 2
Ecotoxicology Conservation and Sustainability Addiction Counselling Applied Studies 2: Professional 

Development

Professional Work Experience completed in third year (15 days or equivalent)
* This is an example course outline only

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Take the first steps towards a career in accredited psychology with the 

Bachelor of Arts (Psychology)
•  Develop critical and logical thinking skills and the ability to apply 

innovative solutions to a range of real-world professional situations
•  Graduate with the qualifications required to pursue a career in 

counselling, child development, community work and human services.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
As a Bachelor of Arts (Psychology) student, you will undertake specialist 
training in the study of human behaviour, gaining relevant knowledge and 
skills in your choice of humanities, liberal arts and/or social science based 
disciplines. 

You may also be interested in the Bachelor of Psychological Science 
program (see page 48).

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
This course is recognised by the Australian Psychology Accreditation 
Council (APAC) as an accredited three-year undergraduate degree in 
psychology. Upon completion of the Honours program, you will be eligible 
for probationary registration as a psychologist.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp) comprised of an APAC accredited 
sequence in psychology (140cp), a minor in counselling (10cp), an arts 
minor (40cp) and electives (20cp), Learning in the Community (10cp) and 
University core units (20cp).

BACHELOR OF ARTS (PSYCHOLOGY)
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Strathfield 

Entry: February 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120

“I was attracted to ACU because of the small class sizes, 
rich blend of cultures and the international environment. 
ACU has a warm atmosphere, helpful staff and overall 
it has been a great experience. After graduation I want 
to return to my country and put into action what I have 
learnt in my studies at ACU.”

David George, Nigeria
Bachelor of Environmental Science

Scan the QR Code to see what David has 
to say about studying at ACU.
www.youtube.com/ACUInternational
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Study in a friendly university environment with teaching staff who are 

committed to helping you succeed 
•  Take part in innovative community engagement projects that deliver 

sports education initiatives in Australia and overseas
•  Prepare yourself for a career in your chosen field, or for postgraduate 

study and future accreditation as a qualified exercise physiologist. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Bachelor of Exercise and Sports Science focuses on the roles and 
benefits of exercise and healthy lifestyles. You will explore these themes 
across the spectrum of exercise, from elite sport to recreational physical 
activity, as well as in the context of community health and wellbeing. You 
will have the opportunity choose a specialisation from a range of electives, 
including advanced studies in exercise physiology, biomechanics, motor 
control, and psychology of sport and exercise, exercise rehabilitation and 
coaching science. By the time you graduate, you will have developed a 
strong academic foundation in exercise prescription, sports performance 
and analysis, health and fitness promotion, exercise rehabilitation and 
sports science.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
The School of Exercise Science is in the process of applying for 
accreditation with Exercise and Sports Science Australia (ESSA), the peak 
professional body for exercise and sports science in Australia. Enrolled 
students are eligible for student membership with ESSA. Graduates will be 
eligible for membership with the Australian Council for Health, Physical 
Education and Recreation.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of core units (180cp); 
elective units (30cp), professional experience (10cp), core curriculum units 
(20cp), and professional experience preparation.

Core units 
Human Biological Science 1, Foundations of Exercise Science, Functional 
Anatomy, Mechanical Bases of Exercise, Growth, Motor Development 
and Ageing, Research and Ethics in Exercise Science, Health, Fitness and 
Performance, Psychology of Sport and Physical Activity, Exercise Testing 
and Prescription, Biomechanics, Exercise Physiology, Programming 
Resistance Training, Neural Basis of Human Movement, Health and Exercise 
Psychology, Advanced Motor Control and Learning, Advanced Exercise 
Physiology, Nutrition and Exercise, Exercise, Health and Disease. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will undertake two units of compulsory industry 
experience.

CAREER PATHS 
Health and fitness consulting, exercise science, sports science, sports 
coaching, exercise physiology (on completion of a Master of Clinical 
Exercise Physiology), physiotherapy. 

PATHWAYS TO FURTHER STUDY (HONOURS DEGREE)
The Bachelor of Exercise and Sports Science (Honours) program is 
an in-depth academic program that will enable you to undertake an 
independent research project in the areas of exercise science and human 
performance in elite athletic, healthy, and clinical populations across the 
lifespan. You will have the opportunity to develop skills in research and 
prepare for higher degree studies at masters and doctoral level.

The honours degree is an additional year of study (fourth year) on top of 
the three-year Bachelor of Exercise and Sports Science.

To be eligible for admission to the honours degree, you must have 
completed one of the following: a relevant bachelor’s pass degree with 
grades of distinction or above in at least half of the graded units at second 
and third year levels, or at least one year’s experience in a related area of 
exercise science.

An honours degree will provide you with a pathway into postgraduate 
studies in clinical exercise physiology, as required for accreditation as an 
exercise physiologist with ESSA.

As a graduate of the honours course, you may progress to a research 
degree, including honours, master’s (research), and doctoral degrees.

BACHELOR OF EXERCISE AND SPORTS SCIENCE
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120 

BACHELOR OF EXERCISE AND HEALTH SCIENCE
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
 •  Study in a friendly university environment with teaching staff who are 

committed to helping you succeed 
•  Take part in innovative community engagement projects that deliver 

sports education initiatives in Australia and overseas 
•  Give your degree an international edge by undertaking an international 

student exchange program as part of your studies.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Bachelor of Exercise and Health Science aims to provide you 
with a strong academic base in the disciplines of exercise physiology 
and nutrition, biomechanics, motor control and skill acquisition, and 
psychology of sport and exercise. As a student of this course, you will 
have the opportunity to specialise in a range of elective choices including 
coaching science, sports studies, health promotion, outdoor recreation and 
sports management.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible for membership with the Australian 
Council for Health, Physical Education and Recreation.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points, comprised of core units (100 cp), elective 
units (110 cp, including at least 60 cp from a specialisation sequence), 
industry experience (10 cp), Core Curriculum units (20 cp), and industry 
experience preparation.

Core units 
Foundations of Exercise Science; Functional Anatomy; Mechanical Bases 
of Exercise; Growth, Motor Development and Ageing; Research and Ethics 
in Exercise Science; Health, Fitness and Performance; Psychology of Sport 
and Physical Activity; Biomechanics; Motor Control and Learning; Exercise 
Physiology; Nutrition and Exercise.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will complete two units of compulsory industry 
experience.

CAREER PATHS
Sports coaching, sports performance, health and fitness industry, personal 
training, teaching health and physical education in schools (on completion 
of a Graduate Diploma in Education).

PATHWAYS TO FURTHER STUDY (HONOURS DEGREE)
The Bachelor of Exercise and Health Science (Honours) course is an in-
depth academic program. It will enable you to undertake an independent 
research project in the areas of exercise, health and physical activity across 
the lifespan using the knowledge and skills gained in the undergraduate 
program. You will have the opportunity to develop skills in research and 
prepare for higher degree studies at masters and doctoral level.

The honours degree is an additional year of study (fourth year) on top of 
the three-year Bachelor of Exercise and Health Science.

To be eligible for admission to the honours degree, you must have 
completed one of the following: a relevant bachelor’s pass degree with 
grades of distinction or above in at least half of the graded units at second 
and third year levels, or at least one year’s experience in a related area of 
exercise science.

As a graduate of the honours degree, you may progress to higher degree 
studies in education or to further studies in health promotion, sports 
administration, sports event management, corporate health and wellness, 
and occupational health.
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Gain access to professional placements and career opportunities 

thanks to ACU’s close partnerships with a range of Catholic health care 
providers

•  Develop your practical and theoretical knowledge by engaging with 
ACU’s partnering clinical schools

•  Embark on a career path that offers in-built flexibility – work full-time 
or part-time, in Australia or overseas, within a huge range of specialist 
nursing disciplines.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course aims to provide you with the skills to become a caring, 
professional nurse who is proactive and adaptable; a competent, safe and 
ethical clinician; a creative and critical thinker; an informed consumer 
of practice evidence; and an independent lifelong learner. The course 
uses learner-centred approaches, including inquiry and situation-based 
learning, to enhance your academic experiences as well as your readiness 
for the workplace.

In your final semester of study, you will have the opportunity to choose a 
clinical nursing specialty that is linked with industry in areas of workforce 
need, such as medical/surgical nursing, perioperative nursing, high 
dependency nursing, palliative care, aged care, paediatrics, maternal and 
infant care, mental health and community nursing.

SPECIALISATIONS
Practice leadership and mental health.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you may be eligible for registration with the Australian 
Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA). Please refer to the 
Registration Standards for Nursing and Midwifery on the AHPRA website:  
www.ahpra.gov.au

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of inter-professional 
learning units (90cp), nursing theory units (60cp), clinical nursing practice 
units (60cp), clinical nursing specialty elective (10cp), core curriculum units 
(20cp).

Inter-professional learning units
Human Biological Science 1; Human Biological Science 2; Beginning 
Professional Practice; The Person, Health and Wellbeing; Society, Culture 
and Health; Inquiry in Health Care; Health Care Ethics.

Core curriculum units 
Our World: Community and Vulnerability, Understanding Self and Society: 
Contemporary Perspectives.

Nursing theory units 
Child, Adolescent and Family Nursing, Acute Care Nursing 1, Promoting 
Health in Extended Care, Acute Care Nursing 2, Partnerships in Chronicity, 
Transition to Professional Nursing, Health Assesment, Mental Health and 
Illness. 

Clinical nursing practice units
Introduction to Nursing Practice, Clinical Integration: Acute Care, Clinical 
Integration: Mental Health, Clinical Integration: Complex Care, Clinical 
Integration: Towards Professional Practice.

Clinical nursing specialty electives
Medical Surgical Nursing Practice, Mental Health Nursing Practice, 
High Dependency Nursing Practice, Peri-operative Nursing Practice, 
Rehabilitation Nursing Practice, Paediatric and Child Health Nursing, 
Practice, Maternity Nursing Practice, Oncology Nursing Practice, Palliative 
Care Nursing Practice, Aged Care Nursing Practice, Community Nursing 
Practice. 

CLINICAL PLACEMENTS
During your degree, you will undertake clinical practice experience that 
will give you the opportunity to integrate your theoretical and practical 
learning in a wide range of health-care facilities. This experience will 
assist you to enter the workforce feeling confident and well-prepared. 
Please note that there are certain requirements for students to be able to 
undertake clinical placements.

CAREER PATHS
Medical/surgical, paediatric, intensive care, aged care and mental health 
nursing.

PATHWAYS TO FURTHER STUDY (HONOURS DEGREE)
The Bachelor of Nursing (Honours) program will give you relevant research 
training to make a contribution to scholarship and 

evidence-based nursing practice. As an honours student, you will have 
the opportunity to interact with, explore and critically analyse a specialist 
area of nursing or a related topic from the theoretical and professional 
perspective, and conduct and report on a creative and analytical study in 
the form of a thesis. 

The honours degree is an additional year of study (fourth year) on top of 
the three-year Bachelor of Nursing.

To be eligible to apply for admission to the honours degree course, you 
must have completed a Bachelor of Nursing pass degree with grades of 
distinction or above in at least half of the graded units (a) at second- and 
third-year levels of the undergraduate course; or (b) in a postgraduate 
course.

As a graduate of the honours degree, you may be eligible to progress to 
the Master of Nursing (Research) or Doctor of Philosophy.

CAREER PATHS
Registered nursing, medical/surgical nursing, paediatric nursing, research, 
aged care, community care, developmental disability care, maternal and 
infant care, and mental health care.

BACHELOR OF NURSING
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate. 
NOTE: This course is subject to an enrolment quota.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (6.5 min per band)
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68(58 min per band)

Campus: 
Ballarat, Brisbane, Canberra, 
Melbourne, North Sydney 

Entry: February 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$22,680 
Total fee: A$68,040 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Gain real-world experience by undertaking extensive professional 

practice placements throughout your degree 
•  Prepare yourself for career opportunities in a variety of settings, 

including government policy units or consulting services
•  Embark on a highly flexible employment path that will adapt to your 

changing interests over the course of your working life. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Bachelor of Occupational Therapy will teach you how to enable 
individuals, groups and communities to participate in activities that 
are meaningful to them. An an occupational therapist, you will work 
with a range of clients to identify physical, cognitive or societal barriers 
to participation; assess their environment; and help them adapt and 
participate in daily activities which most people take for granted.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
The ACU Bachelor of Occupational Therapy has been developed to ensure 
that you meet the competency standards of the World Federation of 
Occupational Therapists (WFOT) and Occupational Therapy Australia 
Limited (OTA) upon graduation from the course. ACU is adhering to 
accreditation requirements of WFOT and OTA in the implementation 
of the program. Interim accreditation has been granted in Victoria. Full 
accreditation is not possible until the first cohort of students is in the 
final year of the program. Following accreditation, you will be eligible for 
registration as a practicing occupational therapist with the Allied Health 
Practitioner Regulation Agency, and for membership with OTA.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 1,000 hours of professional practice education. This meets 
the entry-level competency standards required for the WFOT. Practice 
education will begin in the first semester of your first year of study (10 
hours) and continues through each semester. 

In fourth year, you will complete a 10-week full-time placement in first 
semester, and a one-day-per-week capstone placement in second 
semester. High achieving Bachelor of Occupational Therapy students 
can undertake honours in the third and fourth years, provided they meet 
admission requirements.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will undertake two units of compulsory industry 
experience.

CAREER PATHS
Graduates will be eligible to work in hospitals, community health centres, 
rehabilitation centres or private practice, mental health centres, work and 
accident rehabilitation, schools or early intervention centres for children, 
nursing homes and aged care facilities, government policy units or in 
consultative services.

PATHWAYS TO FURTHER STUDY (HONOURS DEGREE)
The Bachelor of Occupational Therapy (Honours) course is an in-depth 
academic program for high achieving students. As an honours student, 
you will undertake an independent research project in occupational 
therapy activity across the lifespan using the knowledge and skills gained 
in the undergraduate program. You will have the opportunity to develop 
skills in research and prepare for higher degree studies at master’s and 
doctoral level.

The honours degree is an additional year of study (fifth year) on top of the 
four year Bachelor of Occupational Therapy.

To be eligible for admission to the honours degree, you must have 
completed a relevant bachelor’s pass degree and attained grades of 
distinction or above in at least half of the graded units at second- and 
third-year levels, or completed at least one year’s experience in a related 
area of exercise science.

BACHELOR OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Academic requirements: Equivalent of Australian 
Year 12 Certificate, including studies in science.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus: 
Melbourne, North Sydney
Brisbane

Entry: February 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$30,880 
Total fee: A$123,520 

SAMPLE PROGRAM MAP FOR BACHELOR OF NURSING*

YEAR 1

Semester 1 Beginning Professional Practice The Person, Health and Wellbeing Human Biological Science 1 Inquiry in Health Care

Semester 2 Human Biological Science 2 Health Assessment Our World: Community and 
Vulnerability Introduction to Nursing Practice

YEAR 2 – NURSING PRACTICE

Semester 1 Society, Culture and Health Mental Health and Illness Child, Adolescent and Family 
Nursing Clinical Integration: Mental Health

Semester 2 Health Care Ethics Acute Care Nursing 1 Promoting Health in Extended Care Clinical Integration: Acute Care

YEAR 3 – PROFESSIONAL TRANSITION

Semester 1 Understanding Self and Society: 
Contemporary Perspectives Acute Care Nursing 2 Partnerships in Chronicity Clinical Integration: Complex Care

Semester 2 Transition to Professional Nursing Nursing Clinical Specialty Practice 
Elective Clinical Integration: Towards Professional Practice†

† Community Engagement options will be embeded in these 2 units.
* This is an example course outline only.
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Build practical experience alongside theoretical knowledge, with 

practice-based subjects commencing in your first year of study
•  Take part in a range of community engagement opportunities 

throughout your course and help shape the health of the Australian 
public

•  Embark on a career as a clinical physiotherapist, a consultant in 
an education, government or industrial setting, or as a researcher 
contributing to the knowledge base of the physiotherapy profession. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
As a trainee physiotherapist, you will be involved in the identification, 
assessment and treatment of individuals with musculoskeletal, 
cardiorespiratory, orthopaedic and neurological conditions across the 
lifespan, from paediatrics to gerontology, including gender-specific health 
issues. This course will equip you with the skills to practise as competent 
physiotherapist in a variety of settings, from hospitals and community 
facilities to private practice. You will acquire knowledge and skills in a 
variety of areas, such as manual therapy, exercise prescription, pain and 
self-management strategies.

ACU’s cutting-edge curriculum, state-of-the-art equipment and laboratory 
settings will equip you with the knowledge and skills to become leaders in 
your field.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you may be eligible to apply for registration with 
the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA). Please 
refer to the Registration Standards for Physiotherapy on the AHPRA 
website: www.ahpra.gov.au 

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 320 credit points (cp), comprised of foundation units (70cp), 
inter-professional units (30cp), physiotherapy practice units (220cp). 

Foundation units: Human Biological Science, Physiotherapy Anatomy, 
Physiotherapy Pathophysiology, Clinical Exercise Physiology for 
Physiotherapists. 
Interprofessional units: The Person, Health and Wellbeing; Society, Culture 
and Health; Health Care Ethics. 
Physiotherapy practice units: Foundations of Physiotherapy Practice, 
Movement Science and Practice, Cardiorespiratory Science and Practice, 
Musculoskeletal Science and Practice, Neurological Science and Practice, 
Paediatric Physiotherapy Practice, Physiotherapy Practice, Physiotherapy 
Clinic.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Professional experience placements will commence in the first semester 
of your first year of study, giving you the opportunity to use your practical 
skills and apply them to the everyday needs of individuals in hospitals, 
private practice, nursing homes and rehabilitation units. You will complete 
a series of clinical placements during the course, comprising 35 hours in 
first year and increasing to 1050 hours in fourth year.

CAREER PATHS
Rehabilitation, paediatrics, women’s health, sports physiotherapy, 
cardiorespiratory, orthopaedics, gerontology, ergonomics, hospitals and 
rehabilitation units, community health centres and/or private practice.

As a graduate, you can also work as a consultant in educational, 
government and industrial institutions, or conduct research that 
contributes to the knowledge base of the profession.

PATHWAYS TO FURTHER STUDY (HONOURS DEGREE)
The Bachelor of Physiotherapy (Honours) program is embedded into years 
three and four of the Bachelor of Physiotherapy (pass) program. To be 
eligible to apply for admission to the honours program, you must have 
completed 160cp from years one and two of the Bachelor of Physiotherapy 
pass degree, with a grade point average of at least 5.5.

BACHELOR OF PHYSIOTHERAPY
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate. Entry is on a competitive basis. 
Applications must be submitted by 31 October the 
year prior to admission.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane,  
North Sydney

Entry: February 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$30,880 
Total fee: A$123,520 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Take the first steps towards a career in accredited psychology and 

develop an in-depth understanding of the principles and ethics that 
underpin the field 

•  Develop industry-relevant skills in research, statistics and 
communication 

•  Pursue a career in psychology by undertaking further studies 
upon graduating or alternative career paths in counselling, child 
development, community work and human services.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
As a Bachelor of Psychological Science student, you will undertake 
specialist training in the study of human behaviour, including study of the 
brain, memory, learning, human development, biology and statistics. You 
will also study a minor in counselling, equipping you with the skills for 
professional practice in multicultural Australian society.

You may also be interested in the Bachelor of Arts (Psychology) program 
(see page 42).

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
This course is recognised by the Australian Psychology Accreditation 
Council as an accredited three-year undergraduate degree in psychology. If 
you complete the honours or fourth-year program, you will be eligible for 
provisional registration as a psychologist.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of psychology units 
(140cp), a minor in counselling (40cp), University core units (20cp), 
Learning in the Community (10cp) and electives (at least one general and 
at least one psychology elective) (30cp).

FURTHER STUDY
The Bachelor of Psychological Science (Honours) is a one-year degree for 
high achieving students who have completed a bachelor’s degree that 
included an accredited three-year sequence in psychology. ACU also 
offers accredited postgraduate psychology programs in the area of clinical 
psychology, and in educational and developmental psychology which 
provide pathways to professional registration (see page 49).

CAREER PATHS
Counselling, child development and welfare, community work, health and 
human services, education, human resources, public relations, advertising 
and marketing, social and market research, and, following further study, a 
career as a professional psychologist (see page 49).

BACHELOR OF PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCE
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$57,120 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This one-year degree is for high achieving students who have completed 
a bachelor’s degree that includes an accredited three-year sequence in 
psychology. As an honours student, you will enhance your knowledge of 
neuropsychology and personality assessment tools, as well as evidence-
based approaches to psychological interventions; delve into professional 
issues and ethics as well as practical issues such as interviewing, report 
writing, supervision and case preparation; and gain experience in 
researching human behaviour. This course will provide you with the crucial 
components of the research process, from formulating research questions 
and hypotheses to data collection, analysis and detailed reporting of 
research findings. 

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
This course is recognised by APAC as an accredited fourth-year program in 
psychology. Upon completion of the honours program, you will be eligible 
for provisional registration as a psychologist with the Psychology Board of 
Australia whilst undertaking a postgraduate program in psychology, and 
associate membership with the Australian Psychological Society.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 80 credit points (cp) from honours units, comprised of core 
units (70cp) and electives (10cp).

BACHELOR OF PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCE (HONOURS)
Academic requirements: Completion of a bachelor’s 
degree within the past five years which meets the 
following requirements: a three-year sequence in 
psychology with accreditation from the Australian 
Psychology Accreditation Council (APAC); a minimum 
of a credit average across all units of the pass degree; 
distinction level or above in at least four second and 
third year psychology units; and a minimum of a 
pass in the prerequisites for units to be undertaken 
in the honours degree. Admissions note: Entry is on 
a competitive basis. Applications must be submitted 
by 30 September the year prior to admission. All 
applicants are ranked in October before being advised 
of an offer in early December.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$19,040

UNDERGRADUATE

APAC-accredited psychology bachelor’s degree

FOURTH-YEAR PROGRAM

Honours* Postgraduate Diploma in  
Psychology†

POSTGRADUATE

Master’s degree (2 years)*
Postgraduate Diploma in 
Professional Psychology  

(1 year)†**

CAREER

Registered psychologist*                           

REGISTRAR TRAINING PROGRAM***

Registered psychologist with specialist endorsement***

PSYCHOLOGY CAREER PROGRESSION 
MAP: PATHWAYS TO REGISTRATION

KEY: 
† The above courses are accredited by the Australian Psychology Accreditation Council and lead to 
registration as a psychologist. 
* Registration as a psychologist is currently achieved through the Psychology Board of Australia 
** This is a one-year coursework program, which must be followed by an additional 6th year of 
Psychology Board of Australia recognised supervised psychology work before the candidate can 
apply for registration as a general psychologist. 
*** Only applicable for those who have completed a two year masters degree (i.e., clinical or 
educational & developmental). The registrar program is run by the Psychology Board of Australia. 
Note: These pathways are subject to changes in national registration. 
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Develop specialist expertise in social work and an in-depth 

understanding of public policy, community procedures and other 
industry-specific practices

•  Become eligible for membership with the Australian Association of 
Social Workers (AASW) upon completion of your degree 

•  Graduate with the qualifications to pursue a meaningful career in social 
work, community development, human resources, policy, government 
and social welfare. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
As a Bachelor of Social Work student, you will undertake specialist study 
in social work that is informed by a critical understanding of social science 
disciplines including public policy, community procedures and other 
professional social work practices. 

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
This nationally-recognised award was developed in close consultation with 
AASW. Upon graduation, you will be eligible for membership of the AASW.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 160 credit points (cp), comprised of core units (100cp), 
program core units (20cp), field education units (40cp).

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Field education is a core element of the program. Practicums include 
seminars and supervised field placements. During your degree, you will 
undertake a total of 1000 hours of practical experience (equivalent to two 
practicums of 500 hours each). 

CAREER PATHS
Social work within community organisations, government or welfare 
agencies; human services and program planning.

PATHWAYS TO FURTHER STUDY (HONOURS DEGREE)
The Bachelor of Social Work (Honours) program is available for students 
who have completed a two-year Bachelor of Social Work (pass) degree. 
To be eligible for admission to the honours program, you must complete 
80cp of the Bachelor of Social Work pass degree or equivalent with at least 
a credit average.

The honours course will equip you with an advanced knowledge of social 
work theory. You will also develop skills in research design and methods, as 
well as undertaking research in social work.

COURSE STRUCTURE (HONOURS DEGREE)
Completion of Honours Research Seminar and Social Work Honours Thesis.

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK
Academic requirements: A recognised bachelor’s 
degree or two years of a recognised bachelor’s 
degree, including a year each of psychology and 
sociology or equivalent. Applicants may also be 
required to undertake an interview.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Canberra, 
Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$38,080 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Take part in a range of community engagement initiatives, starting in 

your first year of study
•  Gain real-world experience by undertaking a range of professional 

practice education units throughout your degree 
•  Use your skills and qualifications to work with patients of all ages and in 

a range of professional settings upon graduation. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Bachelor of Speech Pathology will teach you how to help people who 
have trouble communicating and/or swallowing. The course encompasses 
all aspects of communication, including speech, writing, reading, signs, 
symbols and gestures. Speech pathologists also work with people who 
have difficulties swallowing food and drink, such as children with a cleft lip 
and palate.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Clinical placement is offered throughout this speech pathology degree, 
starting in the first year. In the fourth and final year, clinical placement is a 
major part of the course. You will be undertake clinical placements under 
the supervision of a practising speech pathologist, totalling over 1000 
hours during your four years of study. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
This course is designed to expose you to speech pathology practice from 
the first year of your degree.

CAREER PATHS
Graduates can work with people across the lifespan, from babies to adults, 
and in a range of settings, including public and private hospitals, acute 
care and outpatient facilities, schools, community health centres, early 
childhood clinics and private practice.

BACHELOR OF SPEECH PATHOLOGY
Academic requirements: Equivalent of Australian 
Year 12 Certificate, including studies in science.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus:
Brisbane Melbourne, North 
Sydney

Entry: February 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$30,880 
Total fee: A$123,520

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Undertake an interdisciplinary degree that combines your interests 

in health and wellbeing with studies in social justice, geography, 
economics, statistics, law, politics or environmental sustainability

•  Gain real-world work experience with a six-month internship in Australia 
or overseas 

•  Upon graduation, choose from a wide range of career options, including 
national and international health agencies and NGOs.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
In addition to the advantages of a health sciences education, this dual 
degree gives you the opportunity to undertake studies in globalisation and 
impacts on society, economics and the environment. As a graduate, you 
will be well suited for an international career in aid work or similar fields.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will study abroad for a semester through ACU’s 
exchange program at one of over 70 partner institutions around the world. 
Countries include Austria, Canada, Chile, France, Germany, Japan, Mexico, 
Sweden, the UK and USA. In some cases, you may undertake an approved 
international internship of your choice.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 320 credit points (cp), comprised of global studies core 
units (40cp); international study/internship unit (40cp); global studies 
electives (40cp); public health units, including core public health units 
(90cp), inter-professional units (70cp) and health promotion units (20cp); 
and University core units (20cp). 

CAREER PATHS
National and international health agencies and NGOs, public sector 
(local and international), government service (including diplomatic 
service), the United Nations and other international organisations, social 
entrepreneurship and companies with a global outreach, international 
relations. 

BACHELOR OF APPLIED PUBLIC HEALTH/BACHELOR OF GLOBAL STUDIES 
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 all tests)
IBT: 90 (min 25 in writing)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61 (50 all tests)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney/Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$76,160

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Combine your studies in humanities or social sciences with an 

accredited program in social work that will prepare you for a vast range 
of career opportunities 

•  Become eligible for membership with the Australian Association of 
Social Workers (AASW) upon completion of your degree 

•  Graduate with the qualifications to pursue a meaningful career. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Combine your study of the humanities and social sciences with an 
accredited program in social work to gain a broad understanding in both 
areas.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
Seminars and supervised field placements are core elements of the 
program. You will undertake a total of 1000 hours of practical experience 
(equivalent to two practicums of 500 hours each).

ACCREDITATION
Graduates are eligible for membership of the AASW. 

CAREER PATHS 
Community development, group social work, family social work, case 
management, administration, policy analysis and development, research, 
social action program planning.

BACHELOR OF ARTS/BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$76,160 
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
• Improve community and population health
• Pursue your interests in physical activity and your enjoyment of 

working with people
• Keep your options open for a career in teaching, advocacy, community 

work, sports, and more.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This dual degree combines core curricula from the exercise science and 
public health disciplines. 

The studies in Outdoor Recreation enable the application of this core 
knowledge base in the community and across populations through various 
settings, and allow students to understand the need for increased nature 
based play and engagement. There is a strong body of contemporary 
research that highlights the importance of the natural environments and 
their contribution to health and wellbeing.

Participation in these activities also offers the participants opportunities 
to engage in risk assessment, safety management and activities which 
build resilience. From a public health perspective, children, youth, and 
families must have the opportunity to incorporate the key concepts of risk, 
protection, and resilience in their lives to develop and maintain healthy life 
choices and wellbeing.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible for membership with the Australian 
Council of Health, Physical Education and Recreation and the Public Health 
Association of Australia.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 170 credit points (cp) from exercise science units, consisting 
of core exercise sequence units (80cp), elective units (90cp - these will 
normally include at least 60cp from a specialisation sequence). Core public 
health units (130cp) and University core units (20cp).

CAREER PATHS
Graduates may work in national and international health agencies, state 
and federal government health departments, and advocacy and aid 
organisations. Career options include public health project officer, public 
health advocate, health promotion officer, health and fitness consultant, 
outdoor recreation leader, sports coach, epidemiologist, academic policy 
advisor.

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
• Pursue your interest in sport while learning essential management and 

business skills to make you a marketable graduate
• Gain the theoretical basis necessary to enter a health-related industry 

as an employee or entrepreneur 
• Keep your options open for a career in teaching, management, sport, 

marketing, and more.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This dual degree combines core curricula from the exercise science and 
business administration disciplines. The Bachelor of Exercise Science core 
content provides an extensive knowledge base of how the human body 
works, from a psychological, anatomical, physiological, motor control and 
biomechanical perspective, with a specific focus on the role of exercise in 
health, wellbeing and performance.

The Bachelor of Business Administration prepares students for a career 
in business management. Through a broad range of business subjects, 
you will develop an understanding of business management and 
how organisations work. You’ll gain knowledge in all areas of business 
management including: accounting, commercial law, finance, marketing, 
human resource management and business information systems. You will 
also learn how to grow a business through an understanding of markets 
and application of business marketing. As a graduate, this dual degree 
will broaden your career options as you combine skills and knowledge in 
exercise science with a comprehensive business background.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 320 credit points (cp) from the Schedule of Unit Offerings, 
comprised of exercise science units (160cp), consisting of core units 
(130cp), elective units (20cp) industry experience (10cp); business units 
(140cp), consisting of core business units (100cp) and business electives 
(40cp); and University core units (20cp). 

CAREER PATHS 
Recreation or sporting clubs, physical activity planning for young people 
or the elderly, corporate health and fitness, family and community 
services;,the health and fitness industry, government agencies, state 
sporting associations, rehabilitation clinics and personal training.

BACHELOR OF EXERCISE SCIENCE/BACHELOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney, Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$22,680 
Total fee: A$90,720 

BACHELOR OF EXERCISE SCIENCE/BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney/Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$22,680 
Total fee: A$90,720

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Gain access to professional placements and career opportunities 

thanks to ACU’s close partnerships with a range of Catholic health care 
providers

•  Develop your practical and theoretical nursing knowledge by engaging 
with ACU’s partnering clinical schools

•  Use your business administration skills and your understanding of 
staffing and finance issues to undertake leadership roles in a range of 
health care settings.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Bachelor of Nursing/Bachelor of Business Administration will 
prepare you to meet the evolving business management expectations of 
contemporary health services. Health is increasingly seen as a business, 
and registered nurses are increasingly moving from bedside care into 
middle management roles early in their careers and are expected to 
take leadership roles in multi-disciplinary teams. As a nurse, you will be 
required to contribute to the success of that business through effective 
management of staff and financial resources. To complete your degree, 
you will be required to complete 360 credit points, consisting of 210 credit 
points of Bachelor of Nursing units and 150 credit points of Bachelor of 
Business Administration units.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you may be eligible to apply for registration with the 
Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency (AHPRA). Please refer 
to the Registration Standards for Nursing and Midwifery on the AHPRA 
website: www.ahpra.gov.au

COURSE STRUCTURE
Year 1: Foundations of Management; Principles of Accounting; Human 
Biological Science 1; The Person, Health and Wellbeing; Business Data 
Analysis; Principles of Marketing; Human Biological Science 2; Our World: 
Community and Vulnerability.
Year 2: Fundamentals of Business IS, Inquiry in Health Care, Beginning 
Professional Practice, Society Culture and Health, Introduction to Law, 
Principles of Business Economics, Health Assessment, Introduction to 
Nursing Practice.
Year 3: Principles of Finance, Child Adolescent and Family Health, Mental 
Health and Illness, Clinical Integration Mental Health, Professional Ethics, 
Acute Care Nursing 1, Promoting Health in Extended Care, Clinical 
Integration: Acute Care.
Year 4: Acute Care Nursing 2, Partnerships in Chronicity, Organisational 
Behaviour, Clinical Integration: Complex Care, Transition to Professional 
Nursing, Nursing Clinical Specialty Practice, Organisational Change, 
Strategic Management.
Year 5: Business Elective, Clinical Integration: Towards Professional Human 
Biological Practice, Understanding Self and Society: Contemporary 
Perspectives.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
During your degree, you will undertake six clinical placements in a variety 
of health care environments.

CAREER PATHS
Government and/or private hospitals, management, education and 
research, health promotion, and a wide range of occupations that require 
an understanding of business processes.

BACHELOR OF NURSING/BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Academic requirements: Please refer to the Bachelor 
of Nursing (page 46) and Bachelor of Business 
Administration (page 64).

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (6.5 min per band)
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 4.5 years 
Year fee: A$22,680 
Total fee: A$102,060 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Engage with an intensive course curriculum with a strong focus on 

scripture, theology and philosophy 
•  Combine theology theory with practice-based learning in a range of 

other disciplines, including liberal arts, business and psychology
•  Benefit from access to highly respected teaching staff with international 

reputations for scholarship and research. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This dual degree will enable you to develop skills in social work and an 
education in theology that is informed by Christian values, encouraging 
excellence in professional practice.

ACCREDITATION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible for membership of the Australian 
Association of Social Workers. 

CAREER PATHS
Social work roles, including work in church social welfare agencies and 
ministries; chaplaincy; health; family support services; services for young 
people; social welfare administration; welfare program development; and 
community work.

BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY/BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$76,160 
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Advance your understanding of the ways in which exercise enhances 

community health
•  Gain real-world experience by completing 500 hours of professional 

clinical experience over the course of your degree
•  Obtain the professional training, skills, competencies and clinical 

practicum hours needed for accreditation by Exercise and Sports 
Science Australia (ESSA) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This degree will provide you with an in-depth understanding of how to 
use exercise as preventative, prescriptive and rehabilitative process for 
complex and chronic disease, work-related injuries and to promote good 
health.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Occupational Assessment and Rehabilitation, Neurological Analysis, 
Prescription and Rehabilitation, Lifestyle and Exercise Counselling, 
Musculoskeletal Analysis, Prescription and Rehabilitation, Cardiometabolic 
Analysis and Rehabilitation, Responsible Clinical Practice, Clinical 
Experience 1, Clinical Experience 2, Applied Anatomy for Clinical Exercise 
Physiologists.

CAREER PATHS
Chronic disease management, musculoskeletal rehabilitation, return-
to-work conditioning, primary prevention/wellness, health and fitness, 
strength and conditioning, workplace wellness, community health.

PATHWAYS TO FURTHER STUDY (HONOURS DEGREE)
Graduates of the Master of Clinical Exercise Physiology with a GPA of 5.0 are 
eligible to apply for the Master of Clinical Exercise Physiology (Honours). 
ACU is currently seeking accreditation for this degree with ESSA.

MASTER OF CLINICAL EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY
Academic requirements: A Bachelor of Exercise and 
Sports Science or equivalent, with a grade point 
average of at least 4.8; evidence of a current CPR 
certificate; demonstrated suitability to undertake 
the course; completion of an Exercise Physiology 
Kit (form EXPK); and submission of a supporting 
professional referee’s report.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Melbourne, Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 1.5 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$28,560 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The Master of Clinical Counselling prepares professional counsellors to 
work in a range of settings such as community mental health, community 
agencies, church and para-church agencies, schools, multidisciplinary 
mental health teams and in private practice. You will study 16 units over 
a minimum of two years, covering a range of key themes, including grief 
and loss, trauma, the functioning of groups, drugs and alcohol, and 
mediation and conflict management. The course will assist you to develop 
a comprehensive framework for your counselling practice, involving 
knowledge of theories and interventions in counselling, critical thinking, 
ethical decision making, behavioural assessment and evaluation.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon completion of your course, you will be eligible for graduate 
membership of the Australian Register of Counselling Psychotherapy 
(ARCAP).

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of total of 160 credit points (cp), comprised of core units 
(110cp), practicum preparation and practicum units (30cp), and electives 
(20cp).

CORE UNITS: Counselling Theories and Techniques, Relationship and 
Family Counselling, Grief and Loss: Issues and Approaches, Counselling 
Practice Skills, Life Span Issues in Counselling, Group Processing in 
Counselling, Ethics and Professional Practice, Contemporary Approaches 
in Counselling, Research in Counselling and Psychotherapy, Mental Health 
Assessment and Case Formulation, Cross-Cultural Counselling. 

ELECTIVES: Attachment and Early Development, Counselling Special 
Study, Counselling Children and Adolescents, Counselling in the Context of 
Addiction, Trauma Counselling.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your course, you will complete two practicum placements within 12 
months. Each practicum is 200 hours and involves substantial experience 
in the practice of counselling, including a combined minimum of 200 hours 
of person-to-person counselling. Each placement will require you to source 
an appropriately qualified on-site counselling supervisor. You will also 
participate in group supervision with a University-appointed supervisor.

CAREER PATHS
Employee assistance programs, local community neighbourhood 
centres, community services, Kids Helpline, Relationships Australia, 
Mission Australia, regional domestic and family violence services, school 
counselling, government agencies (e.g. child protection, addiction 
recovery centres), crisis counselling centres and private practice.

MASTER OF CLINICAL COUNSELLING
Academic requirements: A bachelor’s degree in 
an appropriate field and a satisfactory interview 
demonstrating suitability to undertake the course.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$38,080

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Advance your skills in data collection, analysis and report writing and 

learn how to conduct clinical audits and quality improvement projects
•  Become work ready by collaborating with staff and peers on a range of 

nursing inquiry activities
•  Build your expertise in nursing practice and patient outcomes to 

prepare for a career in any health care setting.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Master of Nursing (Practice Inquiry) aims to advance the knowledge 
and skills in research and inquiry of registered nurses to position them 
for engagement in practice improvement in diverse health care settings, 
leading to enhancement of quality and safety in patient care.

Graduates of the program will be able to:
•  justify the importance of recognising the patient as the source of control 

and full partner in the provision of coordinated care, based on respect 
for patients’ preferences, values and needs

•  integrate models of quality, safety, leadership, decision making, and 
related policies in continuous practice improvement

•  reflect critically on nursing care provision and patient outcomes that 
require improvement and change

•  demonstrate critical understanding and knowledge of health research 
and practice improvement principles and methods

•  locate and evaluate current evidence in relation to nursing practice 
issues/concerns through the use of information and communication 
technologies

•  design, justify and implement a nursing inquiry project for practice 
improvement that involves inter- and intraprofessional collaboration

•  evaluate a nursing inquiry project and integrate required changes into 
practice.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 120 credit points (cp), comprised of research units 
(Qualitative, Quantitative, and Interpreting Health Research - 30cp), project 
units (40cp), coursework units (Quality and Safety, Leadership, and Policy 
and Planning in Health Care - 30cp) and elective units (20cp). There is 
a strong philosophical and conceptual foundation that permeates and 
integrates the units of the course. 

CAREER PATHS
Government and/or private health care facilities, research and health 
promotion.

PATHWAYS TO FURTHER STUDY 
As a graduate of this degree, you may be eligible to undertake the Master 
of Nursing (Research) or Doctor of Philosophy.

MASTER OF NURSING (PRACTICE INQUIRY)
Academic requirements: A Bachelor of Nursing or 
equivalent and eligibility for nurse registration in the 
country of initial qualification.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61 (50 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane

Entry: February 
Duration: 1.5 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$28,560 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Select between coursework and research streams, depending on your 

area of professional interest
•  Continue developing your theoretical understanding of the 

administrative and management foundations of the health care sector
•  Gain the skills and knowledge required to become a health care leader 

in a diverse range of professional settings.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
As a postgraduate health administration student, you will develop the 
skills and knowledge required to take on a leadership role in a diverse 
range of health care settings. You will learn to evaluate the issues and 
challenges that confront the industry, health care professionals, and the 
consumers of their services; conceptualise new and creative approaches 
to health administration to support service delivery in culturally diverse 
health care contexts; ensure appropriate governance and resource 

management within the health care setting; contextualise the significance 
of social cultural, environmental, political, and technological changes 
within contemporary health care systems, and respond responsibly 
and accountably to such changes; and contribute to values-based 
health administration in dynamic and challenging service provision 
environments.

FURTHER STUDY
By completing the Master of Health Science (Health Administration) with a 
research major, you may be eligible to enter a PhD program at ACU.

HEALTH ADMINISTRATION (POSTGRADUATE DEGREES)
GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION 
Academic requirements: As per master’s 
degree. 

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 80 credit points comprised of core units 
CORE UNITS: Organisational Contexts and Management, Quality in 
Health Care, Governance in Health Care, Resource Management, Ethics in 
Contemporary Practice, Policy and Planning in Health Care, Interpreting 
Health Research. Research Stream: Qualitative Research Methods OR elective.

Duration: 1 year
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$19,040

MASTER OF HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 
Academic requirements: A bachelor’s 
degree in a health discipline or equivalent.

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 120 credit points (cp), comprised of 40cp 
from Part A , 40cp from Part B and 40cp from Part C.

Part A: Organisational Contexts and Management, Quality in Health Care, 
Governance in Health Care, Resource Management.

Part B: Ethics in Contemporary Practice, Policy and Planning in Health Care, 
Interpreting Health Research. Research Stream: Qualitative Research Methods 
OR elective.

Part C: Independent Project 1, Independent Project 2, elective OR Health 
Inquiry Project.

Duration: 1.5 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$28,560

Career paths
Community, government and private health 
care and education facilities in education, 
health administration and research.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane

Entry: February, July 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will provide you with an approved fourth year of psychology 
training, providing advanced level study in a selection of discipline-specific 
specialisations. 

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
The Postgraduate Diploma in Psychology is recognised by APAC as an 
accredited fourth-year program in psychology. Upon completion of the 
program, you will be eligible for provisional registration as a psychologist 
with the Psychology Board of Australia whilst enrolled in a postgraduate 
psychology program, as well as associate membership with the Australian 
Psychological Society.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 80 credit points (cp) comprised of core units (30cp), research 
units (40cp), electives (10cp). 

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN PSYCHOLOGY
Academic requirements: A bachelor’s degree, 
including a three-year sequence in psychology 
with accreditation from the Australian Psychology 
Accreditation Council (APAC) completed within the 
last 10 years. A minimum entry standard is normally 
at least a credit average in all second- and third-year 
units of the degree. Note: Entry is on a competitive 
basis. Applications must be submitted by 30 
September the year prior to admission. All applicants 
are ranked in October before being advised of an 
offer in early December. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne 

Entry: February 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$19,040 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The course will provide you with a fifth year program in psychology to 
prepare for a final year of supervised practice prior to general registration 
as a psychologist. You will have the opportunity to demonstrate your 
knowledge and skills in the eight core capabilities and attributes 
as required to practise psychology. This program offers students an 
alternative ‘5 + 1’ model to register as a provisional psychologist through 
this supervised practice pathway. 

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
The Postgraduate Diploma in Professional Psychology is recognised by the 
Australian Psychology Accreditation Council. This program allows students 
to become registered as probationary psychologists, and prepares 
graduates for general registration as a psychologist once they have 
completed one year of supervised practice.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 80 credit points (cp) comprised of core units (50cp); 
practicum units (20cp); electives (10cp). The two supervised clinical 
practicums enhance the student’s theoretical knowledge with professional 
and real-world skill development.

POSTGRADUATE DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL PSYCHOLOGY 
Academic requirements: Four years of an accredited 
undergraduate psychology sequence, comprising an 
honours degree in psychology, or a three-year degree 
including an accredited sequence in psychology 
plus an accredited fourth-year in psychology; 
assessment of psychology qualifications by the 
Australian Psychological Society; referee reports (one 
professional/personal and one academic); and an 
interview for shortlisted candidates.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane,  
Melbourne

Entry: February 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$21,520 
Total fee: A$21,520

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This fifth and sixth year program in clinical psychology is open to 
successful graduates of an accredited program in psychology. As a student 
of this course, you will develop ethical values, advanced knowledge 
and professional skills in psychology using the scientist practitioner 
model. When you graduate, you will be ready to work as a practitioner 
psychologist or skilled researcher in a range of institutions and agencies 
that provide psychological and mental health services. 

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
The Master of Psychology (Clinical) has current accreditation with APAC. 

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 160 credit points (cp), comprised of core units (50cp), 
practicum units (40cp), thesis units (40cp), and specialisation units (30cp).

CORE UNITS: Psychological Assessment, Psychological Disorders, 
Foundations of Practice, Counselling One-to-One, Research Methods.

SPECIALISATIONS: Assessment and Interventions with Adults, Assessment 
and Interventions with Children, Youth and Families and Health 
Psychology.

CAREER PATHS
Psychology, research.

MASTER OF PSYCHOLOGY (CLINICAL) 
Academic requirements: A four-year sequence in 
psychology with accreditation from the Australian 
Psychology Accreditation Council (APAC), comprising 
an honours degree in psychology, or a three-
year degree including an accredited sequence 
in psychology plus an accredited fourth year 
in psychology or equivalent. All non-Australian 
qualifications must be accompanied by a letter of 
assessment by the Australian Psychology Society, 
indicating that the qualification is equivalent to 
a four-year Australian degree. A minimum of a 
2nd Class Honours Upper (H2A) is required. Your 
application must include referee reports (one 
professional/personal and one academic); shortlisted 
applicants must attend an interview. Note: Entry is on 
a competitive basis. Applications must be submitted 
by 30 September the year prior to admission. All 
applicants are ranked in October, and selected 
applicants will be interviewed in November before 
being advised of an offer in early December.

English requirements* 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)

* Applicants who have Australian 
qualifications but have not done 
their secondary school education 
in English need to refer to the 
Psychology Board of Australia’s 
English Skills Registration 
Standard.

Campus: 
Brisbane,  
Melbourne

Entry: February 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$22,040 
Total fee: A$44,080
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Undertake an independent, supervised research project in your area of 

professional interest
•  Develop the skills to become highly-skilled researcher with the potential 

to make a meaningful contribution to your field
•  Use your research outcomes to contribute to the global body of exercise 

science knowledge. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course will support you to pursue in-depth study within a selected 
area of exercise science by means of research. You can select your research 
topic in an area in which staff members can provide appropriate specialist 
supervision. Current fields of research involvement include biomechanics, 
exercise physiology, motor control, exercise psychology, sports and 
exercise management, outdoor recreation and health promotion.

MASTER OF EXERCISE SCIENCE (RESEARCH)
Academic requirements: A Bachelor of Exercise 
Science degree, or equivalent, with honours at a 
minimum level of IIB; or a Bachelor of Exercise Science 
degree or equivalent plus a postgraduate diploma in 
an appropriate field of study. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Melbourne, Strathfield

Entry: January, March, June, 
September 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$21,000  
Total fee: A$42,000

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Develop the expertise required to become a midwifery leader at local, 

national and international levels
•  Become a highly-skilled researcher with the potential to make a 

meaningful contribution to your field
•  Use your research outcomes to contribute to the global body of 

knowledge that supports midwifery practice.

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
As a student of the Master of Midwifery (Research), you will develop the 
skills and knowledge required to complete two compulsory research 
units and a research project. This research focus will enable you to make 
further contributions to scholarship and evidence-based midwifery 
practice. You will develop systematic programs of relevant research into 
midwifery practice and outcomes, contributing to your own professional 
development, enhancing the knowledge base of the midwifery profession 
and contributing to quality outcomes for child-bearing women and their 
families.

MASTER OF MIDWIFERY (RESEARCH)
Academic requirements: A Bachelor of Nursing or 
Bachelor of Midwifery, or equivalent, with honours; 
or a postgraduate diploma in an appropriate field of 
study. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Ballarat,  
Brisbane, Melbourne

Entry: January 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$21,000  
Total fee: A$42,000
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This fifth and sixth-year program in psychology is open to successful 
graduates of an accredited program in psychology. As a student of this 
course, you will acquire the knowledge and skills you need for professional 
practice and research in educational and developmental psychology. The 
program will provide you with ethical values, advanced knowledge and 
professional skills in psychology using the scientist-practitioner model. 
In addition to studying core subjects such as Psychological Assessment 
and Counselling One to-One, you will also gain practical experience 
in delivering a range of psychological services and you will be able to 
specialise in subjects such as Learning Processes and Problems, and Typical 
and Atypical Development.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
The Master of Psychology (Educational and Developmental) has current 
accreditation with APAC.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 160 credit points (cp), comprised of core units (50cp), 
practicum units (40cp), thesis units (40cp), and specialisation units (30cp).

CORE UNITS: Psychological Assessment, Psychological Disorders, 
Foundations of Practice, Counselling One-to-One, Research Methods.

SPECIALISATIONS: Learning Processes and Problems, Typical and Atypical 
Development, Advanced Educational and Developmental Assessment.

CAREER PATHS
Psychology and research roles in a range of institutions and agencies that 
provide psychological and mental health services.

MASTER OF PSYCHOLOGY (EDUCATIONAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL)
Academic requirements: 
 A four-year sequence in psychology with 
accreditation from the Australian Psychology 
Accreditation Council (APAC), comprising an honours 
degree in psychology, or a three-year degree 
including an accredited sequence in psychology 
plus an accredited fourth year in psychology or 
equivalent. All non-Australian qualifications must 
be accompanied by a letter of assessment by the 
Australian Psychology Society indicating that the 
qualification is equivalent to a four-year Australian 
degree. A minimum of a 2nd Class Honours Upper 
(H2A) is required. Your application must include 
referee reports (one professional/personal and one 
academic); shortlisted applicants must attend an 
interview. Note: Entry is on a competitive basis. 
Applications must be submitted by 30 September the 
year prior to admission. All applicants are ranked in 
October, and selected applicants will be interviewed 
in November before being advised of an offer in early 
December.

English requirements* 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)

* Applicants who have Australian 
qualifications, but have not done 
their secondary school education 
in English need to refer to the 
Psychology Board of Australia’s 
English Skills Registration 
Standard.

Campus: 
Melbourne

Entry: February 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$22,040 
Total fee: A$44,080

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The Master of Social Work prepares you for a career in social work practice 
(for example, as a social worker or social policy professional) and follows 
the standards set by the Australian Association of Social Workers (AASW).

As a graduate of this degree, you will be able to understand the role of 
values in social work, incorporating social justice, respect for human 
rights, and non-sexist, non-racist and non-discriminatory practice; critically 
analyse and use theories, research findings and innovative developments 
in social work theory and the social and behavioural sciences; apply 
analytical and interactional skills in professional practice with individuals, 
families, groups and communities; and assist in efforts to secure social 
reform.

You will be taught by leading academics and practitioners in the field and 
will acquire valuable practical experience via a series of compulsory field 
work education practicums.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible for membership of the AASW. The 
course has been accredited by the AASW (subject to final approval).

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 160 credit points from the following unit offerings:

UNIT OFFERINGS: Social Work Theory and Ethics; Context for Social Work; 
Social Work with Individuals; Legal Systems and Mental Health; Children, 
Youth and Family; Field Practicum 1; Social Work with Groups; Social Work 
with Communities; Social Work and Policy; Social Work Research; Social 
Work Special Studies; Field Practicum 2.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
In order to meet the requirements of the AASW, you will be required to 
complete 1000 hours of supervised field education. This is undertaken 
in two placements in approved agencies. Each placement is normally of 
14–20 weeks’ duration.

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
Academic requirements: A three-year bachelor’s 
degree, including studies in sociology and 
psychology. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (7.0 min per band)
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (65 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane,  
Canberra, Strathfield

Entry: February 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$19,040 
Total fee: A$38,080

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Develop the expertise required to become a nursing leader at local, 

national and international levels
•  Become a highly-skilled researcher with the potential to make a 

meaningful contribution to your field
•  Use your research outcomes to contribute to the global body of 

knowledge that supports nursing practice.

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The Master of Nursing (Research) will provide you with research training 
that will enable you to make a contribution to scholarship and evidence-
based nursing practice through the completion of a research project. You 
will develop systematic programs of relevant research into nursing and 
health care practice and outcomes, enhancing your own professional 
development and the knowledge base of the nursing profession and 
contributing to quality outcomes in nursing and health care.

By developing your research skills and knowledge, you will graduate with 
the ability to provide leadership at local, national and international levels, 
and to demonstrate accountability to society for both the provision and 
validity of care. 

MASTER OF NURSING (RESEARCH)
Academic requirements: Bachelor of Nursing degree 
(or equivalent) with honours or a postgraduate 
diploma, in keeping with the Australian Qualifications 
Framework (AQF) for a professional master’s degree.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Ballarat,  
Brisbane, 
Canberra, 
Melbourne 
North Sydney 

Entry: January 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$21,000  
Total fee: A$42,000
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
As a Master of Philosophy student, you will be required to submit a major
thesis that demonstrates your ability to conduct a research program, your
command of the knowledge and skills relating to your area of research
interest, and your critical appreciation and understanding of how your
work relates to the work of others within your subject area.
To gain entry into this degree, you will need to demonstrate your capacity
for research in a field in which there is a demonstrated need for research
supervision. Once you’ve been accepted, you will be enrolled in the
relevant ACU Faculty and you may also be associated with one of ACU’s
research centres or institutes.

FIND A SUPERVISOR
To find a supervisor please visit 
http://corner.acu.edu.au/research_supervision/
PLEASE NOTE: Do not submit the ACU application form without having a 
supervisor or a research proposal as it will be considered an incomplete 
application. Incomplete applications may be delayed or rejected.

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
As a Doctor of Philosophy student, you will be required to submit a major 
thesis demonstrating that you have made a substantial contribution 
to learning. You will also be expected to display your appreciation and 
understanding of the relationship of your own research investigations 
within a wider field of knowledge. 

FIND A SUPERVISOR
To find a supervisor please visit: 
http://corner.acu.edu.au/research_supervision/
PLEASE NOTE: Do not submit the ACU application form without having a 
supervisor or a research proposal as it will be considered an incomplete 
application. Incomplete applications may be delayed or rejected.

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY
Academic requirements: Appropriate undergraduate 
honours degree or equivalent; or master’s degree 
with appropriate research training in a relevant 
field; or master’s preliminary program; or equivalent 
qualification or experience.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Ballarat,  
Brisbane, 
Canberra, 
Melbourne, 
North Sydney, Strathfield 

Entry: January, March, June, 
September 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$21,000  
Total fee: A$42,000

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PhD)
Academic requirements: An appropriate 
undergraduate degree with honours at a minimum 
level of Second Class Division A or equivalent; or a 
master’s degree with appropriate research training 
in a relevant field; or a master’s preliminary program 
with results at distinction level; or an equivalent 
qualification or experience. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Ballarat,  
Brisbane, 
Canberra, 
Melbourne, 
North Sydney, Strathfield 

Entry: January, March, June, 
September 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$21,000  
Total fee: A$84,000

“The fees at ACU are accessible …
[and] the Bachelor of Nursing has 
a very good reputation, because 
students graduate with knowledge 
and skills ready to be put into 
practice in the health field. My 
campus is located in a beautiful 
neighbourhood in North Sydney; I 
usually walk there and appreciate 
the harbour view. I feel that I am 
learning a lot and I always enjoy 
study. ”

Eunice Castro Torrealba 
Bachelor of Nursing

Scan the 
QR Code to 
see what 
Eunice has 
to say about 
studying at 
ACU

www.youtube.com/ACUInternational 
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Develop a broad understanding of key commercial and business 

concepts 
•  Build your expertise in information systems and enhance your 

understanding of technological and organisational issues in the context 
of information systems (IS) solutions

•  International students can use the diploma to gain entry to the Bachelor 
of Business Information Systems. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
As a diploma student, you will start building your knowledge and skills in 
the field of IS. You will receive learning and development support and will 
be encouraged to undertake relevant non-discipline units to support the 
development of your English language skills.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 80 credit points (cp) comprised of core units (20cp) and 
electives (60cp).  
Core units: English Language Communication Skills, Fundamentals of 
Business Information Systems. 
Electives: Principles of Accounting, Responsible Reasoning and 
Communication, Foundations of Management, Information Technology 
Infrastructure, Business Analysis, Principles of Marketing, Business Data 
Analysis.

FURTHER STUDY
Upon completion of the Diploma in Business Information Systems, you can 
apply for entry with credit into the Bachelor of Information Technology.

DIPLOMA IN BUSINESS INFORMATION SYSTEMS
Academic requirements: Equivalent of senior 
secondary school graduation with a minimum 50% 
pass rate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (5.5 min per band) 
IBT: 79 (20 all bands) 
ACU: C (60-64%) 
PTE: 54 (42 all bands)

Campus: 
North Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$15,960 
Total fee: A$15,960

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Develop a broad understanding of key commercial and business 

concepts 
•  Build your expertise in accounting, economics, management and 

marketing 
•  International students can use the diploma to gain entry to the Bachelor 

of Commerce, Bachelor of Marketing or Bachelor of Human Resource 
Management. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
As a diploma student, you will start building your commerce knowledge 
and relevant professional skills. You will receive learning and development 
support and will be encouraged to undertake relevant non-discipline units 
to support the development of your English language skills.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 80 credit points (cp), comprised of core units (10cp) and 
electives (70cp).  
Core units: English Language Communication Skills. 
Electives: Principles of Accounting, Responsible Reasoning and 
Communication, Principles of Business Economics, Foundations of 
Management, Introduction to Business Law, Principles of Marketing, 
Business Data Analysis.

FURTHER STUDY
Upon completion of the Diploma in Commerce, you can apply for entry 
into the Bachelor of Commerce, Bachelor of Marketing or Bachelor of 
Human Resource Management degrees. You will also receive credit for 
units completed in the diploma course.

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Gain intensive exposure to contemporary accounting and finance theory 
•  Engage with a range of community engagement experiences to give 

your degree a real-world edge 
•  Become eligible for professional accreditation with CPA, ICAA, IPA, FINSIA, 

ANZIIF and CFP upon completion of your degree. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Bachelor of Accounting and Finance will prepare you for a professional 
career in banking, insurance, investment and financial services. As a result 
of the comprehensive nature of this course, upon graduation you will be 
particularly well qualified in a range of highly specialised areas such as 
auditing, budget analysis, portfolio management, investment analysis, 
mergers and acquisitions, and taxation strategy.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of core business 
units (220cp), University core curriculum units (20cp) and professional 
experience. 

Core Units: Principles of Accounting, Managerial Accounting A, 
Financial Accounting A, Financial Accounting B, Auditing and Assurance 

Services, Managerial Accounting B, Accounting Theory, Principles of 
Finance, Portfolio Management, Financial Instruments and Institutions, 
Entrepreneurial Finance, Financial Risk Management, Responsible 
Reasoning and Communication, Professional Ethics, Principles of Business 
Economics, Fundamentals of Business Information Systems, Introduction to 
Business Law, Company Law, Taxation Law, Foundations of Management, 
Principles of Marketing, Business Data Analysis.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will undetake 105 hours of voluntary work within 
a not-for-profit organisation.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
This course is accredited by the CPA Australia and Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in Australia.

CAREER PATHS
Accounting, financial management, financial advising, auditing, financial 
planning, financial assurance, compliance management, budget 
management, tax advising, investment analysis. 

DIPLOMA IN COMMERCE
Academic requirements: Equivalent of senior 
secondary school graduation with a minimum 50% 
pass rate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (5.5 min per band) 
IBT: 79 (20 all bands) 
ACU: C (60-64%) 
PTE: 54 (42 all bands)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne,  
North Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$15,960 
Total fee: A$15,960

 

BACHELOR OF ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R) 
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing) 
ACU: C (60-64%) 
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$21,600 
Total fee: A$64,800

FACULTY OF LAW 
AND BUSINESS

www.acu.edu.au/law-and-business

The Faculty of Law and Business offers a 
suite of bachelor degrees in disciplines 
including law, commerce, marketing, 
human resource management and IT.  
A comprehensive range of postgraduate 
business programs is also offered.  
A great entry into postgraduate study 
is a graduate certificate, on completion 
of which students can continue into a 
graduate diploma in one of the many 
masters programs offered.

We also offer a comprehensive range of 
dual degrees with the Faculties of Arts and 
Health Sciences, as well as coursework and 
research degrees with doctoral programs.

I believe the place you 
choose to spend most 
of your days for at 
least three years must 
make you feel that 
you are an important 
part of it. I am part of 
a community where 
we have great leaders 
sharing their knowledge 
and values, and good 
fellows, from all around 
the world, wanting to 
learn. In other words, all 
I can say is that being 
an ACU student is an 
outstanding experience! 

Camilla Cotrim
Bachelor of 
Commerce/Bachelor of 
Business Information 
Systems
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The Faculty is staffed by a dedicated, 
nationally and internationally recognised 
team of academics whose teaching is 
supported by their established research 
record, active involvement in relevant 
industries and professional associations, 
and links to eminent international law and 
business schools

We equip our graduates with the necessary 
skills to become leaders, not only in their 
chosen profession, but in the community. 
Our law and business programs are infused 
with values that focus on ethical, global 
and practical business practices. All our 
courses have a strong practical component 
through community engagement,  
pro bono work and internships.

LAW
COMMERCE

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

MARKETING
SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGEMENT

OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY
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Scan the QR Code to see 
what Camilla has to say 
about studying at ACU
www.youtube.com/user/
ACUinternational
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Build a degree that reflects your professional interests and career 

aspirations using ACU’s flexible course structure
•  Combine your passion for business with your interest in other disciplines 

by selecting from a wide range of electives 
•  Graduate with qualifications that will prepare you for a wide range of 

careers across the business spectrum. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Bachelor of Business Administration is a general business degree that 
gives you the freedom to follow your academic and professional interests. 
After the first common year of study, you can select subjects from any area 
of business we offer. Open elective units also allow you to select subjects 
from any faculty across ACU.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of core units (130cp), 
any undergraduate units offered by the Faculty of Business (60cp), other 
undergraduate units (30cp), University core curriculum units (20cp), and 
professional experience.  

Core units: Principles of Accounting, Principles of Finance, Responsible 
Reasoning and Communication, Professional Ethics, Principles of Business 
Economics, Foundations of Management, Organisational Behaviour, 
Organisational Change, Fundamentals of Business Information Systems, 
Introduction to Business Law, Strategic Management, Principles of 
Marketing, Business Data Analysis. 
University core units: Our World: Community and Vulnerability, 
Understanding Self and Society.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
During your degree, you will undertake 105 hours of voluntary work within 
a not-for-profit organisation. You can also undertake an additional 140-
hour professional placement within a business organisation in your area of 
interest.

CAREER PATHS
Accounting, administration, advertising, banking, 
business analysis/development, business/financial/human resource 
management, computing, international business, international marketing, 
management consultancy, marketing, recruitment and staff development, 
retailing and wholesaling, sales.

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R) 
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing) 
ACU: C (60-64%) 
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$21,600 
Total fee: A$64,800 

SAMPLE PROGRAM MAP FOR BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION*

* This is an example course outline only 

YEAR 1

Semester 1 Foundations of Management Principles of Accounting Fundamentals of Business 
Information Systems Responsible Reasoning and Communication

Semester 2 Business Data Analysis Principles of Marketing Introduction to Business Law Our World: Community and Vulnerability

YEAR 2

Semester 1 Principles of Finance Principles of Business Economics Organisational Behaviour Business elective Professional Experience A 
(community engagement)

Semester 2 Business elective Professional Ethics Business elective Open elective from any Faculty

YEAR 3

Semester 1 Managing Organisational 
Change Business elective Business elective Understanding Self and Society: Contemporary 

Perspectives

Semester 1 Strategic Management Business elective Open elective from any Faculty Open elective from any Faculty

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Engage with a wide range of subjects in the early stages of your degree 
•  Select an area of professional specialisation that relates directly to your 

chosen career 
•  Become eligible for professional accreditation with CPA, ICAA, AHRI and 

AMI upon graduation. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Bachelor of Commerce will give you an excellent grounding in all areas 
of business, as well as detailed knowledge and skills in your particular area 
of interest. All students start with a common first year which introduces the 
various major fields of study. You will then select a major in your second 
year once you have sampled all the areas of study and decided which 
career path you wish to follow.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of core units (120cp), 
majors (80cp; 90cp for accounting, commercial law and management 
majors), other units, and professional experience.  
Core units: Principles of Accounting, Responsible Reasoning and 
Communication, Professional Ethics, Principles of Business Economics, 
Foundations of Management, Fundamentals of Business Information 
Systems, Introduction to Business Law, Strategic Management, Principles 
of Marketing, Business Data Analysis, Our World: Community and 
Vulnerability, Understanding Self & Society: Contemporary Perspectives.

MAJORS
Accounting: Managerial Accounting, Financial Accounting, Auditing and 
Assurance Services, Accounting Theory, Principles of Finance, Company 
Law, Taxation Law. 

Commercial Law: Managerial Accounting, Principles of Finance, 
Employment Relations, Company Law, Taxation Law, Employment Law, 
Marketing Law, Banking and Finance Law.

Accounting and Commercial Law: Managerial Accounting, Financial 
Accounting, Auditing and Assurance Services, Accounting Theory, 
Principles of Finance, Employment Relations, Company Law, Taxation Law, 
Employment Law, Marketing Law, Banking and Finance Law. 

Financial Services (North Sydney only): Principles of Finance, Financial 
Planning, Portfolio Management, Financial Instruments and Institutions, 
Derivatives Investment, Superannuation and Retirement Planning, Risk 
Management and Insurance, Taxation Law. 

Human Resource Management: Human Resource Development, 
Performance Management, Organisational Behaviour, Employment 
Relations, Organisational Change, Contemporary Issues in Human 
Resource Management, International Human Resource Management, 
Employment Law.

Information Systems: Information Technology Infrastructure, Business 
Analysis, Application Development, Project Management, Information 
Systems Project, Professional Experience, any other ISYS unit from the 
Bachelor of Information Technology.

International Business: Principles of Finance, International Business, 
International Human Resource Management, International Trade, 
International Marketing, E-Marketing, Cross-Cultural Management, 
International Governance and Sustainability.

Marketing: Marketing Research, Consumer Behaviour, Marketing 
Communication, International Marketing, Retail Marketing, Services 
Marketing, E-Marketing, Strategic Marketing .

Management: Strategic Human Resource Management, Organisational 
Behaviour, Principles of Finance, Managerial Decision Making, Company 
Law, Supply Chain Strategy, Project Management, Management and 
Leadership, Cross-Cultural Management.

Occupational Health, Safety and Environmental: Principles of OHS, 
Principles of Environmental Management, Case Studies in OHSE, OHSE 
Hazards, OHSE Risk Management, OHSE Law, OHSE Performance 
Management.

Supply Chain Management: Organisational Behaviour, Project 
Management, Supply Chain Concepts (online only), Supply Chain Strategy 
(online only), Supply Chain Demand Management (online only), Supply 
Chain Inventory Management (online only), Principles of Occupational 
Health and Safety (online only), Supply Chain Process Management (online 
only).

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will undertake 105 hours of voluntary work within 
a not-for-profit organisation. You can also undertake an additional 140-
hour professional placement within a business organisation in your area of 
interest.

FURTHER STUDY
An Honours degree is available for high-achieving students who have 
completed the Bachelor of Commerce. Honours can be the first step on 
a path to an academic or research career and will give you an edge in 
an increasingly competitive job market. The Honours program will also 
support you in developing the personal and professional skills required 
to complete a research project; these skills can be applied in a variety of 
professional roles.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
If you graduate with an accounting major, and if you have also taken 
Principles of Finance during your degree, you will be eligible for 
membership of CPA Australia and Institute of Chartered Accountants 
in Australia. Completing a major in Information Systems will make you 
eligible for professional level accreditation with the Australian Computer 
Society. 

CAREER PATHS
Accounting, advertising, business analysis, computer hardware and 
software development, employment relations, financial management, 
forensic accounting, human resource management, international trade 
and investment, marketing management, marketing research, personal 
investment, policy administration, retailing and wholesaling.

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R) 
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing) 
ACU: C (60-64%) 
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney, Strathfield*
* Available major varies

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$21,600 
Total fee: A$64,800 

SAMPLE PROGRAM MAP FOR BACHELOR OF COMMERCE*

* This is an example course outline only 

YEAR 1

Semester 1 Foundations of Management Principles of Accounting Fundamentals of Business 
Information Systems

Responsible Reasoning and 
Communication

Semester 2 Business Data Analysis Principles of Marketing Introduction to Business Law Our World: Community and 
Vulnerability

YEAR 2

Semester 1 Major 1 Major 2 Principles of Business Economics Major 9 OR 
elective

Professional 
Experience A

Semester 2 Major 3 Major 4 Professional Ethics Major 10 OR elective

YEAR 3

Semester 1 Major 5 Major 6 Elective Understanding Self and Society: 
Contemporary Perspectives

Semester 1 Major 7 Major 8 Strategic Management Open elective from any Faculty
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•	 	Engage	with	a	wide	range	of	subjects	in	the	early	stages	of	your	degree	
•	 	Select	an	area	of	professional	specialisation	that	relates	directly	to	your	

chosen career 
•	 	Become	eligible	for	professional	accreditation	with	CPA,	ICAA,	AHRI	and	

AMI	upon	graduation.	

COURSE DESCRIPTIOn
The	Bachelor	of	Commerce	will	give	you	an	excellent	grounding	in	all	areas	
of	business,	as	well	as	detailed	knowledge	and	skills	in	your	particular	area	
of	interest.	All	students	start	with	a	common	first	year	which	introduces	the	
various	major	fields	of	study.	You	will	then	select	a	major	in	your	second	
year	once	you	have	sampled	all	the	areas	of	study	and	decided	which	
career	path	you	wish	to	follow.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion	of	240	credit	points	(cp),	comprised	of	core	units	(120cp),	
majors	(80cp;	90cp	for	accounting,	commercial	law	and	management	
majors),	other	units,	and	professional	experience.	 
Core units: Principles	of	Accounting,	Responsible	Reasoning	and	
Communication,	Professional	Ethics,	Principles	of	Business	Economics,	
Foundations	of	Management,	Fundamentals	of	Business	Information	
Systems,	Introduction	to	Business	Law,	Strategic	Management,	Principles	
of	Marketing,	Business	Data	Analysis,	Our	World:	Community	and	
Vulnerability,	Understanding	Self	&	Society:	Contemporary	Perspectives.

MAjORS
Accounting:	Managerial	Accounting,	Financial	Accounting,	Auditing	and	
Assurance	Services,	Accounting	Theory,	Principles	of	Finance,	Company	
Law,	Taxation	Law.	

Commercial Law: Managerial	Accounting,	Principles	of	Finance,	
Employment	Relations,	Company	Law,	Taxation	Law,	Employment	Law,	
Marketing	Law,	Banking	and	Finance	Law.

Accounting and Commercial Law:	Managerial	Accounting,	Financial	
Accounting,	Auditing	and	Assurance	Services,	Accounting	Theory,	
Principles	of	Finance,	Employment	Relations,	Company	Law,	Taxation	Law,	
Employment	Law,	Marketing	Law,	Banking	and	Finance	Law.	

Financial Services (north Sydney only):	Principles	of	Finance,	Financial	
Planning,	Portfolio	Management,	Financial	Instruments	and	Institutions,	
Derivatives	Investment,	Superannuation	and	Retirement	Planning,	Risk	
Management	and	Insurance,	Taxation	Law.	

Human Resource Management: Human	Resource	Development,	
Performance	Management,	Organisational	Behaviour,	Employment	
Relations,	Organisational	Change,	Contemporary	Issues	in	Human	
Resource	Management,	International	Human	Resource	Management,	
Employment	Law.

Information Systems:	Information	Technology	Infrastructure,	Business	
Analysis,	Application	Development,	Project	Management,	Information	
Systems	Project,	Professional	Experience,	any	other ISYS unit	from	the	
Bachelor	of	Information	Technology.

International Business:	Principles	of	Finance,	International	Business,	
International	Human	Resource	Management,	International	Trade,	
International	Marketing,	E-Marketing,	Cross-Cultural	Management,	
International	Governance	and	Sustainability.

Marketing:	Marketing	Research,	Consumer	Behaviour,	Marketing	
Communication,	International	Marketing,	Retail	Marketing,	Services	
Marketing,	E-Marketing,	Strategic	Marketing	.

Management:	Strategic	Human	Resource	Management,	Organisational	
Behaviour,	Principles	of	Finance,	Managerial	Decision	Making,	Company	
Law,	Supply	Chain	Strategy,	Project	Management,	Management	and	
Leadership,	Cross-Cultural	Management.

Occupational Health, Safety and Environmental:	Principles	of	OHS,	
Principles	of	Environmental	Management,	Case	Studies	in	OHSE,	OHSE	
Hazards,	OHSE	Risk	Management,	OHSE	Law,	OHSE	Performance	
Management.	Please note: Online only; not offered to students on a student visa.

Supply Chain Management:	Organisational	Behaviour,	Project	
Management,	Supply	Chain	Concepts	(online	only),	Supply	Chain	Strategy	
(online	only),	Supply	Chain	Demand	Management	(online	only),	Supply	
Chain	Inventory	Management	(online	only),	Principles	of	Occupational	
Health	and	Safety	(online	only),	Supply	Chain	Process	Management	(online	
only).	Please note: Online only; not offered to students on a student visa.

PROFESSIOnAL ExPERIEnCE
During	your	degree,	you	will	undertake	105	hours	of	voluntary	work	within	
a	not-for-profit	organisation.	You	can	also	undertake	an	additional	140-
hour	professional	placement	within	a	business	organisation	in	your	area	of	
interest.

FURTHER STUDY
An	Honours	degree	is	available	for	high-achieving	students	who	have	
completed	the	Bachelor	of	Commerce.	Honours	can	be	the	first	step	on	
a	path	to	an	academic	or	research	career	and	will	give	you	an	edge	in	
an	increasingly	competitive	job	market.	The	Honours	program	will	also	
support	you	in	developing	the	personal	and	professional	skills	required	
to	complete	a	research	project;	these	skills	can	be	applied	in	a	variety	of	
professional	roles.

PROFESSIOnAL RECOGnITIOn
If	you	graduate	with	an	accounting	major,	and	if	you	have	also	taken	
Principles	of	Finance	during	your	degree,	you	will	be	eligible	for	
membership	of	CPA	Australia	and	Institute	of	Chartered	Accountants	
in	Australia.	Completing	a	major	in	Information	Systems	will	make	you	
eligible	for	professional	level	accreditation	with	the	Australian	Computer	
Society.	

CAREER PATHS
Accounting,	advertising,	business	analysis,	computer	hardware	and	
software	development,	employment	relations,	financial	management,	
forensic	accounting,	human	resource	management,	international	trade	
and	investment,	marketing	management,	marketing	research,	personal	
investment,	policy	administration,	retailing	and	wholesaling.

bachelor of commerce
Academic requirements:	Equivalent	of	an	Australian	
Year	12	Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS:	6.0	(6.0	W&S,	5.5	L&R) 
IBT:	79	(min	22	in	writing) 
ACU:	C	(60-64%) 
PTE:	54	(50	W&S	&	42	L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane,	Melbourne,	North 
Sydney,	Strathfield*
*	Available	major	varies

Entry: February,	July 
Duration:	3	years 
Year fee: A$21,600 
Total fee: A$64,800	

SAMPLE PROGRAM MAP FOR BACHELOR OF COMMERCE*

*	This	is	an	example	course	outline	only 

Year 1

Semester	1 Foundations	of	Management Principles	of	Accounting Fundamentals	of	Business	
Information	Systems

Responsible	Reasoning	and	
Communication

Semester	2 Business	Data	Analysis Principles	of	Marketing Introduction	to	Business	Law Our	World:	Community	and	
Vulnerability

Year 2

Semester	1 Major	1 Major	2 Principles	of	Business	Economics Major	9	OR	
elective

Professional	
Experience	A

Semester	2 Major	3 Major	4 Professional	Ethics Major	10	OR	elective

Year 3

Semester	1 Major	5 Major	6 Elective Understanding	Self	and	Society:	
Contemporary	Perspectives

Semester	1 Major	7 Major	8 Strategic	Management Open	elective	from	any	Faculty

fa
c

U
lT

Y
 o

f la
W

 a
n

d
 b

U
s

in
e

s
s



Australian Catholic University  67  66  INTERNATIONAL STUDENT GUIDE

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Undertake a highly focused degree that has been accredited by the 

Australian Human Resources Institute (AHRI)
•  Choose electives from a range of university faculties to complement 

your human resources studies 
•  Benefit from an excellent student/teacher ratio that will give you access 

to guidance and support when you need it.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course is designed to provide you with the knowledge and skills 
necessary to manage and sustain organisational human resources. 
Innovative teaching and learning strategies will teach you how to enhance 
organisational capabilities and assist the achievement of an organisation’s 
goals in an efficient and effective manner. 

The focus of this degree is on student-centred learning experiences which 
encourage engagement in real case scenarios, including ethical dilemmas 
and visions for the future. You will also build your knowledge of various 
HRM processes such as recruitment, selection and retention, learning 
and development, managing diversity, work/life balance, inclusiveness, 
workplace relations, negotiation, occupational health and safety, 
globalisation, innovation, remuneration, and employee engagement. 

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of core units (210cp), 
electives (30cp) and professional experience.  
Core units: Foundations of Management, Principles of Accounting, 
Fundamentals of Business Information Systems, Responsible Reasoning 
and Communication, Business Data Analysis, Principles of Marketing, 
Introduction to Business Law, Our World: Community & Vulnerability, 
Organisational Behaviour, Human Resource Development, Principles of 
Business Economics, Professional Experience A (community engagement), 
Performance Management, Employment Relations, Professional Ethics, 

Organisational Change, Employment Law, Understanding Self and 
Society: Contemporary Perspectives, Professional Experience B (industry 
experience), International HRM, Contemporary Issues in HRM, Strategic 
Management.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will undertake 105 hours of voluntary work within 
a not-for-profit organisation. You can also undertake an additional 140-
hour professional placement within a business organisation in your area of 
interest.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible for professional level accreditation 
with the AHRI.

CAREER PATHS
Human resources, recruitment, corporate training, occupational health and 
safety, employment and industrial relations.

FURTHER STUDY
An Honours degree is available for high-achieving students who have 
already completed the Bachelor of Human Resource Management. 
Honours can be the first step on a path to an academic or research career 
and will give you an edge in an increasingly competitive job market. The 
Honours program will also support you in developing the personal and 
professional skills required to complete a research project; these skills can 
be applied in a variety of professional roles.

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Build basic business studies, information and communication 

technologies skills before choosing an area of professional focus in your 
third year of study

•  Benefit from the attention of an experienced IT mentor in business 
analysis, applications development, database administration, mobile 
applications or information security

•  Gain accreditation with the Australian Computer Society (ACS) upon 
graduation.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Bachelor of Information Technology prepares you to become an 
IT professional with knowledge and skills that are highly valued by 
business, industry and government agencies. You will be taught technical, 
business and relationship skills to build and integrate effective business 
information systems that support the decision-making structures 
within an organisation. The course emphasises the role of technology in 
contemporary organisations while encouraging students to consider its 
ethical, moral, social and environmental implications. Your first common 
year of study will give you a broad grounding in business studies, followed 
by an intensive focus on information technology in the later years of the 
course. You will choose one of three professional pathways (Application 
Development, Business Analysis or Database Analysis) in your third year.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of core business units 
(80cp), informatics units (100cp), professional pathway units (40cp), 
University core curriculum units (20cp), and professional experience.  

Core business units: Principles of Accounting, Responsible Reasoning and 
Communication, Professional Ethics, Fundamentals of Business Information 
Systems, Introduction to Business Law, Foundations of Management, 
Principles of Marketing, Business Data Analysis. 
Informatics units: Information Technology Infrastructure, Introduction 
to Systems Analysis, Introduction to Data and Information Management, 
Introduction to Programming, Information Systems Project Management, 
Systems Analysis and Design, Database Management Systems, Web 
Applications Programming Using Frameworks, Information Systems 
Strategy and Management, Enterprise Architecture. 
Professional pathway units: 
Application Development - Object Oriented Programming, Advanced 
Applications Development OR 
Business Analysis - Business Process Modelling, Business Analysis OR
Database Analysis - Database Administration, Data Warehousing and 
Business Intelligence AND Information Systems Project A, Information 
Systems Project B.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will undertake 105 hours of voluntary work within 
a not-for-profit organisation. 

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible for professional level accreditation 
with the ACS. 

CAREER PATHS
Business systems analysis, database administration, information systems 
management, software engineering, technical and network support.

BACHELOR OF HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (HRM)
Academic requirements: Equivalent of Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R) 
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing) 
ACU: C (60-64%) 
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$21,600 
Total fee: A$64,800 

BACHELOR OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R) 
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing) 
ACU: C (60-64%) 
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$21,600 
Total fee: A$64,800 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Learn the importance of marketing principles, management and 

strategy with a three-step structure that is unique to the ACU Bachelor 
of Marketing 

•  Benefit from an excellent student/teacher ratio that will give you access 
to guidance and support when you need it 

•  Become eligible for membership with the Australian Marketing Institute 
(AMI) upon completion of your degree. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Marketing plays a pivotal role in the success of any business. As a Bachelor 
of Marketing student, you will gain the skills you need for an exciting 
career in marketing. You will develop an understanding of consumer 
behaviour and the importance of market research when pricing, 
distributing and promoting products and services in different markets, and 
learn how to design, develop, implement and manage effective marketing 
strategies.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of core units (210cp), 
electives (30cp) and professional experience.

Core units: Principles of Accounting, Responsible Reasoning and 
Communication, Professional Ethics, Principles of Business Economics,  

Foundations of Management, Fundamentals of Business Information 
Systems, Introduction to Business Law, Professional Experience B, Strategic 
Management, Principles of Marketing, Marketing Research, Consumer 
Behaviour, Marketing Communication, International Marketing, Retail 
Marketing, Services Marketing, E-Marketing, Strategic Marketing, Business 
Data Analysis, Our World: Community and Vulnerability, Understanding Self 
& Society: Contemporary Perspectives.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
As part of your studies, you will be required to undertake105 hours of 
voluntary work within a not-for-profit organisation. 

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible to apply for membership of the AMI.

FURTHER STUDY
An honours degree is available for high-achieving students who have 
already completed the Bachelor of Marketing or an equivalent degree. 
Honours can be the first step on a path to an academic or research career 
and will give you an edge in an increasingly competitive job market. 
The honours program will also support you to develop the personal and 
professional skills required to complete a research project; these skills can 
be applied in a variety of professional roles. 

BACHELOR OF MARKETING
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R) 
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing) 
ACU: C (60-64%) 
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$21,600 
Total fee: A$64,800 
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Engage with a new law program that has a focus on 21st century legal 

practice and the role of the law in today’s society 
•  Develop the expertise required for a global legal career with subjects 

such as human rights and international trade law 
•  Graduate with qualifications that will prepare you to excel in a range of 

professional settings, including government, private sector, trade union 
and public interest organisations. 

The Bachelor of Laws has been developed with a practical focus to prepare 
you for entry into the legal profession. It has been designed to produce 
well-rounded graduates ready for legal practice and a range of professional 
careers in an increasingly global environment.

Recognising the role lawyers can play in international commerce and 
diplomacy, ACU’s law program has a distinctively international flavour.  
You will study subjects with an international focus, and your pro bono legal 
work will ensure you are well equipped with practical skills.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 320 credit points (cp), comprised of law core units (230cp), 
law elective units (50cp), unspecified elective units (20cp) and University 
core units (20cp).

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Private practice as a solicitor or barrister, legal work in the public sector (for 
example, in federal or state government departments and publicly-funded 
organisations such as universities or public broadcasters), in-house counsel 
positions in a wide range of organisations from corporations to trade 
unions, public interest legal work in community centres, legal research.

BACHELOR OF LAWS
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (6.5 min per band) 
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (58 min per band)

Campus: 
Melbourne, North Sydney

Entry: February
Duration: 4 years
Year fee: A$25,240
Total fee: A$100,960

WHY STUDY ACU LAW
Global focus
As an ACU law student, you will be required to undertake internationally 
focused subjects throughout your program to build your capacity to 
engage internationally. 

Ethical and practical
An ACU law degree will teach you to think critically and ethically, and to 
be guided by social justice principles. It’s about passing on the skills to 
bring about change in communities and in society. Our law programs 
are all based on creating ethical and practical legal professionals who 
understand the challenges of law in modern society.

Personalised learning environment
We pride ourselves on small class sizes and highly individualised personal 
attention for each of our students. In the School of Law, we cap the intake 
of our students to ensure a high quality learning environment where the 
Executive Dean, Professors, the First Year Experience Coordinator and 
academic staff are easily accessible.

WHY STUDY ACU LAW
Law Induction Week 
The ACU Law Induction Week (LIW) will be held at the Melbourne and 
Sydney campuses in February. LIW offers you a unique introduction to 
the study of law through introductory law lectures, mooting, court visits, 
legal engagement events and social activities. It is designed to equip you 
with the skills and knowledge essential to your legal studies and future 
careers.

Pro bono legal work
As an ACU law student, you will complete a minimum of 240 and a 
maximum of 320 hours of pro bono legal professional experience 
throughout your law program. This allows you to give back to your 
community and make a difference, whilst gaining practical legal 
experience. ACU’s pro bono program will introduce you to the workings 
of the legal profession and provide you with the opportunity to meet, 
observe and work with organisations serving the public interest.

A range of double degrees combining law with other disciplines are 
also available - see page 68 onwards for details.
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Engage your creative passions and theoretical interests with this double 

degree
•  Build an understanding of the role of the law in principles of social 

justice, ethical practice and the public interest
•  Develop your skills in a wide range of disciplines and prepare yourself 

for a dynamic international career. 

The Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Laws gives you the advantages of both an 
arts education and a law degree, and will support you to develop the legal 
knowledge and skills required to respond to the demands of modern legal 
practice. 

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 400 credit points (cp), comprised of 160cp in accordance 
with the Bachelor of Arts requirements; and 240cp in accordance with the 
Bachelor of Laws requirements, comprising law core units (230cp) and 
unspecified elective units (10cp).

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
In addition to the wide range of careers open to the graduates of the 
Bachelor of Laws, completing this dual degree is an excellent preparation 
for careers across government administration; teaching and staff training; 
archives, museums and libraries; art institutions; commerce and industry; 
communications and writing; community and charitable organisations; 
creative industries; heritage organisations; social research; policy 
organisations and the tourism and travel industries.

BACHELOR OF ARTS/BACHELOR OF LAWS
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (6.5 min per band) 
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (58 min per band)

Campus: 
Melbourne, North Sydney/
Strathfield

Entry: February
Duration: 5 years
Year fee: A$24,280
Total fee: A$121,400
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BACHELOR OF COMMERCE/BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R) 
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing) 
ACU: C (60-64%) 
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, North 
Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$21,600 
Total fee: A$86,400

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Enhance your employment opportunities in a variety of industries with a 

dual degree qualification 
•  Add depth and rigour to your business qualifications by completing a 

four-year degree
•  Become eligible for professional accreditation with CPA, ICAA, AHRI and 

AMI upon graduation. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Fast track your career with this unique multi-discipline qualification that 
combines the specialised knowledge of the Bachelor of Commerce (choose 
any available commerce major) with the flexibility of the Bachelor of 
Business Administration (choose from a wide range of business units). 

In the highly competitive world of business, this dual degree will help you 
stand out from the crowd. With only one extra year of study, you will enter 
the workforce with two qualifications, ready to become a leader in your 
field.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 320 credit points comprised of Bachelor of Business 
Administration core units (130 cp); undergraduate units in at least one 
and at most two of the Majors or combined Major from the Bachelor 
of Commerce (170 cp) – Accounting, Accounting and Commercial Law, 
Business Information Systems, Commercial Law, Financial Services, Human 
Resource Management, International Business, Management, Marketing, 
Occupational Health Safety and Environment, Supply Chain Management; 
University core units (20 cp); and professional experience. 
Core units: Principles of Accounting, Principles of Finance, Responsible 
Reasoning and Communication, Professional Ethics, Principles of Business 
Economics, Foundations of Management, Organisational Behaviour, 
Organisational Change, Fundamentals of Business Information Systems, 
Introduction to Business Law, Strategic Management, Principles of 
Marketing, Business Data Analysis. 
University core units: Our World: Community and Vulnerability; 
Understanding Self and Society.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
During your degree, you will undertake 105 hours of voluntary work within 
a not-for-profit organisation. 

CAREER PATHS
Accounting, administration, advertising, banking, business  
analysis/development, business/financial/human resource management, 
computing, international business, international marketing, management 
consultancy, marketing, recruitment and staff development, retailing and 
wholesaling, sales.

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Enhance your employment opportunities in a variety of industries with a 

dual degree qualification 
•  Balance the practical and theoretical components of your course by 

selecting from a mix of arts and commerce subjects 
•  Become eligible for professional accreditation with CPA, ICAA, AHRI and 

AMI upon completion of your degree. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
In the highly competitive world of business, this dual degree will help you 
stand out from the crowd. With only one extra year of study, you will enter 
the workforce with two qualifications, ready to become a leader in your 
field. Your career opportunities in a range of business-related fields will be 
further enhanced by the research, analytical and communications skills 
you develop in the Bachelor of Arts degree program.

Note: In Sydney, the course is offered over two campuses. Students 
undertake all units in first and second year of the course at the Strathfield 
Campus and all units in third and fourth year of the course at the North 
Sydney Campus.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 320 credit points (cp), comprised of 200cp selected in 
accordance with the requirements of the Bachelor of Commerce degree, 
and 120cp selected in accordance with the requirements for the Bachelor 
of Arts degree.

Majors/Minors: Students choose two majors: one from arts, one from 
business. Arts majors include economics, geography, history, literature, 
mathematics, philosophy, psychology, theological studies and visual arts 
(Brisbane and Melbourne). Please refer to page 23 for a list of all majors 
available in the Bachelor of Arts. Business majors include accounting, 
human resource management and marketing.

CORE UNITS
Business Data Analysis, Principles of Marketing, Foundations of 
Management, Principles of Accounting, Fundamentals of Business 
Information Systems, Professional Ethics, Introduction to Business Law, 
Our World: Community & Vulnerability, Understanding Self & Society: 
Contemporary Perspectives, Responsible Reasoning and Communication, 
Strategic Management.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
During your degree, you will undertake 105 hours of voluntary work within 
a not-for-profit organisation. 

FURTHER STUDY
An honours degree in arts or business is available for high achieving 
students.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
If you graduate with an accounting major, and if you’ve also completed 
the Principles of Finance unit, you will be eligible for membership of CPA 
Australia and Institute of Chartered Accountants in Australia.

CAREER PATHS
Accounting, advertising, employment relations, financial management, 
human resource management, international trade and investment, 
marketing management, marketing research, personal investment, policy 
administration, retailing and wholesaling. 

BACHELOR OF ARTS/BACHELOR OF COMMERCE

Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R) 
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing) 
ACU: C (60-64%) 
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Strathfield/North Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$21,600 
Total fee: A$86,400 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Expand your career options and combine your professional interests 

with this highly acclaimed double degree 
•  Build an understanding of the role of the law in in governing the 

contemporary business sector
•  Develop your skills in a wide range of disciplines and prepare yourself 

for a dynamic international career. 

This unique dual degree will provide you with a general understanding of 
contemporary business, as well as the knowledge and skills to become a 
legal practitioner.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 400 credit points (cp), comprised of 160cp in accordance 
with the Bachelor of Business Administration requirements; and 240cp in 
accordance with the Bachelor of Laws requirements, comprising law core 
units (230cp) and a business unit (10cp).

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
In addition to the wide range of careers open to the graduates of the 
Bachelor of Laws, completing this dual degree is an excellent preparation 
for careers in accounting, administration, banking, business  
analysis/development, business management, communications, 
computing, financial management, human resource management, 
international business, international marketing, management consultancy, 
marketing recruitment, staff development and sales.

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION/BACHELOR OF LAWS
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (6.5 min per band) 
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (58 min per band)

Campus: 
Melbourne, North Sydney

Entry: February
Duration: 5 years
Year fee: A$24,280
Total fee: A$121,400 

68  INTERNATIONAL STUDENT GUIDE



Australian Catholic University  71  70  INTERNATIONAL STUDENT GUIDE

FA
C

U
LT

Y
 O

F LA
W

 A
N

D
 B

U
S

IN
E

S
S

FA
C

U
LT

Y
 O

F LA
W

 A
N

D
 B

U
S

IN
E

S
S

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Build your information technology skills while also gaining insights into 

efficient business structures
•  Increase your employment options in information systems with a strong 

foundation in management principles
•  Develop a broad understanding of the relevance of effective information 

management systems.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course combines information technology/information systems  
(IT/IS) and business skills in order to develop rounded IT/IS professionals 
with a sound understanding of management and business administration. 
Teamed with a workplace project, this course will enable you to be job-
ready for a broad range of business opportunities. 

You will be taught technical, business and relationship skills to build 
and integrate effective business information processes, allowing you 
to transform decision-making structures within an organisation into 
efficient and effective systems. You will undertake work placements in the 
second and fourth year of the course to enhance your understanding of 
the relevance, application and impacts of Informatics on corporate and 
industrial organisations and the community.

Units that are delivered in mixed-mode on this course are offered through 
a combination of online, distance, on-campus and/or on-site modes. 
International students will need to choose the correct format to meet visa 
requirements.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Students are required to complete 320 credit points (cp), comprised of core
business units (120cp), informatics units (120cp), professional pathway 
units (20cp), other School of Business bachelor degree units (40cp), 
University core curriculum units (20cp) and professional experience.
Core business units: Refer to Bachelor of Business Administration (p64).
Informatics units: Refer to Bachelor of Information Technology (p66).
Professional pathway units: Application Development - Object Oriented 
Programming and Advanced Applications Development; or  
Business Analysis - Business Process Modelling and Business Analysis; or 
Database Analysis - Database Administration and Data Warehousing and 
Business Intelligence.

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
You will undertake voluntary work within a not-for-profit organisation over 
a period of 105 hours. You also required to undertake a professional work 
placement within the Information Systems Project double-unit. 

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you’ll be eligible for professional level accreditation with 
the Australian Computer Society.

CAREER PATHS
Accounting, administration, banking, business analysis/development, 
business management, communications, database administration, 
financial management, human resource management, international 
business, international marketing, IS auditing, IT or management 
consultancy, IT training, marketing, network management, programming, 
recruitment and staff development, sales, software engineering, technical 
support. 

BACHELOR OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY/ 
BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R) 
IBT: 79 (min 22 in writing) 
ACU: C (60-64%) 
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 L&R)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne,  
North Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$ 21,600 
Total fee: A$ 86,400

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Engage your creative passions and theoretical interests with this double 

degree
•  Build an understanding of the role of the law in principles of social 

justice, ethical practice and the public interest
•  Develop your skills in a wide range of disciplines and prepare yourself 

for a dynamic international career. 

This dual degree will provide you with the legal knowledge and skills 
needed for modern practice. It will challenge you to to examine, within a 
legal framework, global issues such as economics, politics, societal change 
and development, health and environmental sustainability.

In addition to the core subjects required for admission to practice, the 
Bachelor of Laws component includes the following subjects: Competition 
Law, Consumer Protection Law, International Trade Law, International 
Human Rights Law, Public and Private International Law, Comparative 
Legal Systems.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 400 credit points (cp), comprised of 120cp in accordance 
with the requirements of the Bachelor of Global Studies, which includes a 
40cp international study/internship unit; and 240cp in accordance with the 
requirements of the Bachelor of Laws, including law core units (230cp) a 
non-law elective unit (10cp).

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
As well as the wide range of careers open to the graduates of the Bachelor 
of Laws, completing this dual degree is an excellent preparation for 
careers in the public sector, both local and international; government 
service, including diplomatic service, the United Nations system and other 
international organisations; social entrepreneurship and companies with 
a global outreach; international relations; journalism, including travel 
journalism and tourism.

BACHELOR OF LAWS/BACHELOR OF GLOBAL STUDIES
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate.

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (6.5 min per band) 
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (58 min per band)

Campus: 
Melbourne, North Sydney/
Strathfield

Entry: February
Duration: 5 years
Year fee: A$24,280
Total fee: A$121,400 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Gain your legal qualifications and study a dual degree that is built on 

Christian values
•  Undertake pro bono work experience placements and engage with 

real-world organisations that use the law to promote principles of social 
justice 

•  Embark on a meaningful career that combines law, pastoral work and 
social inclusion.

This dual degree will provide you with an education in law that is informed 
by the range of values specific to the Christian tradition, and an education 
in theology orientated to the professional values and practice of law.

In addition to the core subjects required for admission to practice, the 
Bachelor of Laws component includes the following subjects:
Competition Law, Consumer Protection Law, International Trade Law, 
International Human Rights Law, Public and Private International Law, and 
Comparative Legal Systems.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 400 credit points (400cp), comprised of 160cp in accordance 
with the requirements of the Bachelor of Theology; and 240cp in 
accordance with the Bachelor of Laws requirements, comprising law core 
units (230cp) and Canon Law (10cp).

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
In addition to the wide range of careers open to the graduates of the 
Bachelor of Laws, completing this dual degree is an excellent preparation 
for careers in teaching; and for work in church agencies and ministries, 
chaplaincy, social inclusion, pastoral work, social work, research, journalism 
and media, administration and public relations.

BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY/BACHELOR OF LAWS
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (6.5 min per band) 
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (58 min per band)

Campus: 
Melbourne, North Sydney/
Strathfield

Entry: February
Duration: 5 years
Year fee: A$24,280
Total fee: A$121,400 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Combine your passions for business and law with this highly acclaimed 

double degree 
•  Develop your skills and expertise on the principles and practices of 

ethical corporate behaviour 
•  Graduate with the skills to work in a wide range of sectors, including 

finance, banking, accounting, financial services and law. 

The Bachelor of Commerce/Bachelor of Laws will give you the knowledge 
and skills to handle the demands of modern legal practice, and will also 
provide you with insights into the frameworks, institutions and rule-
making processes of commercial activity.

In addition to the core subjects required for admission to practice, the 
Bachelor of Laws component includes the following subjects: Competition 
Law, Consumer Protection Law, International Trade Law, International 
Human Rights Law, Public and Private International Law, Comparative 
Legal Systems.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 400 credit points (cp), comprised of 160cp in accordance 
with the Bachelor of Commerce requirements; and 240cp in accordance 
with the Bachelor of Laws requirements, including law core units (230cp) 
and 10cp from the Commerce Major unit (Taxation Law for Accounting 
Major).

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
In addition to the wide range of careers open to the graduates of the 
Bachelor of Laws, completing this dual degree is an excellent preparation 
for careers in accounting, administration, banking, business analysis/
development, business management, communications, computing, 
foreign affairs, financial management, human resource management, 
international business, international marketing, management consultancy, 
marketing, media, public administration, recruitment, staff development 
and sales.

BACHELOR OF COMMERCE/BACHELOR OF LAWS
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Year 12 Certificate. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 7.0 (6.5 min per band) 
IBT: 100 (25 all bands)
ACU: A (75+)
PTE: 68 (58 min per band)

Campus: 
Melbourne, North Sydney

Entry: February
Duration: 5 years
Year fee: A$24,280
Total fee: A$121,400 
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WHY STUDY A MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION? 
•  Build an in-depth appreciation of the global business sector, industry 

dynamics and their potential to impact on future business opportunities 
•  Gain expertise in analysis, evaluation, strategic and business process 

management in changing business environments
•  Develop analytical, decision making and leadership skills that will 

prepare you for a career in commerce, government and not-for-profit 
organisations. 

WHY STUDY A MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
(ADVANCED)?
•  Undertake additional elective subjects and a supervised research project 

over a fourth semester in this intensive degree
•  Gain expertise in analysis, evaluation, strategic and business process 

management in changing business environments
•  Develop analytical, decision making and leadership skills that will 

prepare you for a career in commerce, government and not-for-profit 
organisations. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
These courses are designed to provide you with the building blocks to 
become an effective manager in a variety of organisational settings. 
These are broad-based postgraduate programs rather than technical or 
vocational qualifications aimed at a specific job. The Master of Business 
Administration aims to build upon your undergraduate study in business 
through a comprehensive examination of the operational tasks and 
processes required in to run a business in an environment of rapid change. 

Upon completion of a Master of Business Administration course, you will 
have an in-depth understanding of organisational management processes 
in the private and public sectors; knowledge of theoretical, conceptual and 
ethical issues as they apply to business organisations; the ability to analyse, 
evaluate and justify business processes in a changing environment; and 
highly developed business management skills.

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION (POSTGRADUATE DEGREES)
GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
Academic requirements: As per master’s 
degree, or significant professional 
management experience. 

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 40 credit points from core units from the 
Master of Business Administration.

Duration: 0.5 years
Year fee: A$11,880
Total fee: A$11,880

GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 
Academic requirements: As per master’s 
degree. 

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 80 credit points (cp), comprised of 
Corporate Governance and Social Responsibility (10cp); or Ethical Leadership 
in Organisations (10cp), core units (50cp); other units (20cp).

Duration: 1 year
Year fee: A$23,760
Total fee: A$23,760

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
Academic requirements: A bachelor’s 
degree in any discipline or at least 
two years’ professional experience in 
management/leadership positions. 

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 120 credit points (cp), comprised of 
core units (90cp) and electives from any postgraduate business course (30cp).
CORE UNITS: Accounting for Decision Making, Finance and Quantitative 
Methods, Corporate Governance and Social Responsibility, Managerial 
Economics in a Global Environment, Operations and Information Systems, 
Strategic Management for Sustainability, Ethical Leadership in Organisations, 
Organisational Dynamics and Behaviour, Marketing Management.

Duration: 1.5 years
Year fee: A$23,760 
Total fee: A$35,640

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
(ADVANCED)
Academic requirements: A bachelor’s 
degree in any discipline, or at least 
two years’ professional experience in 
management/leadership positions. 

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 160 credit points (cp), comprised of 
MBA core units (130cp) elective units (30cp).
CORE UNITS: Accounting for Decision Making, Finance and Quantitative 
Methods, Corporate Governance and Social Responsibility, Managerial 
Economics in a Global Environment, Operations and Information Systems, 
Strategic Management for Sustainability, Ethical Leadership in Organisations, 
Organisational Dynamics and Behaviour, Marketing Management, Business 
Research Project, Research Methods.

Duration: 2 years
Year fee: A$23,760
Total fee: A$47,520

Career paths
Account executive, chief executive officer, 
chief financial officer, chief operating 
officer, executive project manager, 
general manager, project manager, 
property manager, public relations officer/
consultant, public servant, publishing 
professional, risk manager, systems analyst.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Melbourne, North Sydney

Entry: February, July

SAMPLE PROGRAM MAP FOR MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION*

YEAR 1

Semester 1 Accounting for Decision Making Marketing Management Organisational Dynamics and 
Behaviour Elective

Semester 2 Corporate Governance and Social 
Responsibility

Managerial Economics in a Global 
Environment

Strategic Management for 
Sustainability Operations and Information Systems

YEAR 2

Semester 1 Finance and Quantitative Methods Ethical Leadership in Organisations Elective Elective

* This is an example course outline only 
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Develop advanced skills in business systems design and analysis using 

contemporary technologies
•  Select from specialisations in applications development, business 

analysis and database administration, depending on your area of 
professional interest

•  Gain real-world experience with industry placements and become 
eligible for professional membership of the Australian Computer Society 
upon graduation.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
These courses will assist you in developing the communication skills, 
critical thinking abilities and technical competencies required for a 
successful information and communications technology (ICT) career. 

You will be able to specialise in application development, business analysis 
or database administration; learn to apply appropriate technologies in the 
analysis and design of business systems; and reflect on and respond to 
related ethical, legal, and social issues. 

Importantly, you will learn specific ICT skills and develop a comprehensive 
understanding of the strategic significance of computer-based information 
systems in driving competitive strategies and organisational change. The 
generic skills and foundational knowledge in ICT provided by this program 
will give you the flexibility required to develop your career in a rapidly 
changing systems environment.  
 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (POSTGRADUATE DEGREES)
GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Academic requirements: Equivalent of 
an Australian bachelor’s degree in any 
discipline, or two years’ experience in a 
relevant professional IT position. 

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 40 credit points, comprised of Information 
Technology Infrastructure, Systems Analysis and Design, Data and Information 
Management, Application Development.

Duration: 0.5 years
Year fee: A$11,880
Total fee: A$11,880

GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
Academic requirements: Equivalent of 
an Australian bachelor’s degree in any 
discipline, or a graduate certificate in 
information technology. 

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 80 credit points (cp), comprised of core 
units (60cp) and professional pathway units (20cp).
CORE UNITS: Corporate Governance and Social Responsibility, Information 
Technology Infrastructure, Systems Analysis and Design, Data and Information 
Management, Application Development, Information Systems Project 
Management.
PROFESSIONAL PATHWAY UNITS: (Select two from the three majors listed)
1. Applications Development - Object Oriented Programming, Advanced 

Applications Development
2. Business Analysis - Business Process Modelling, Business Analysis
3. Database Administration - Database Administration, Data Warehousing and 

Business Intelligence.

Duration: 1 year
Year fee: A$23,760
Total fee: A$23,760

MASTER OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
Academic requirements: Equivalent of 
an Australian bachelor’s degree in any 
discipline, or a graduate certificate in 
information technology.

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 160 credit points (cp), comprised of core 
units (100cp), Professional Pathway units (40cp), and Information Systems Project 
units (20cp).
CORE UNITS: Corporate Governance and Social Responsibility, Information 
Technology Infrastructure, Systems Analysis and Design, Data and Information 
Management, Application Development, Information Systems Project Management, 
Knowledge Engineering, Information Systems Strategy and Management, Enterprise 
Architecture, Research Methods.
PROFESSIONAL PATHWAY UNITS: (Select two from the three majors listed)
1. Applications Development - Object Oriented Programming, Advanced 

Applications Development
2. Business Analysis - Business Process Modelling, Business Analysis
3. Database Administration - Database Administration, Data Warehousing and 

Business Intelligence.
PROJECT UNITS: Information Systems Project A, Information Systems Project B.

Duration: 2 years
Year fee: A$23,760 
Total fee: A$47,520

CAREER PATHS
IT consulting and project 
management, IT training and 
education, network management, 
business systems analysis, database 
administration, information systems 
management, software engineering, 
technical and network support. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (min 25 in writing)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
North Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane

Entry: February, July 

SAMPLE PROGRAM MAP FOR MASTER OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY*

YEAR 1

Semester 1 Information Technology 
Infrastructure Systems Analysis and Design Data and Information Management Application Development

Semester 2 Information Systems Project 
Management Knowledge Engineering First Professional Pathway Unit 1 Research Methods

YEAR 2

Semester 1 Corporate Governance and Social 
Responsibility Second Professional Pathway Unit 1 First Professional Pathway Unit 2 Information Systems Project A

Semester 2 Information Systems Strategy and 
Management Enterprise Architecture Second Professional Pathway Unit 2 Information Systems Project B

* This is an example course outline only 
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Develop advanced skills and knowledge that will support you to pursue 

a senior management career 
•  Select from specialisations in accounting, business information systems, 

human resource management and marketing, depending on your area 
of professional interest

•  Upon graduation, become eligible for senior membership to a range 
of industry organisations, including CPA Australia, the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants Australia (ICAA) and the Australian Marketing 
Institute (AMI), depending on your area of professional focus.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course has been designed for those new to business studies and for 
graduates of business, commerce, accounting, marketing, human resource 
management, management, finance, business information systems and 
other business degrees. As a student in the Master of Commerce, you 
can choose a discipline stream with a focus on your area of professional 
interest, or a research stream that will prepare you for a higher degree by 
research and a future academic or research career.
Studying a major in accounting, business information systems, human 
resource management or marketing will assist you in achieving senior 
membership with peak and industry organisations, including CPA Australia, 
the ICAA, AMI, the Australian Human Resources Institute (AHRI) and the 
Australian Computer Society (ACS).

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation, you will be eligible to apply for senior membership 
of CPA Australia, the ICAA, the AHRI, the ACS and other professional 
organisations, depending on the subjects you study. 

MASTER OF COMMERCE 
Continuing from previous page

MARKETING MAJOR
Core units (60cp): Accounting for Decision Making, Corporate Governance and Social 
Responsibility, Managerial Economics in a Global Environment, Research Methods, 
Organisational Dynamics and Behaviour, Marketing Management.
Professional stream units - core uits (70cp): Marketing Research, Advanced Consumer 
Behaviour, Integrated Marketing Communication, Strategic Marketing, Services Marketing, 
Brand Management, Social Marketing. Research Project (20cp). Discipline elective unit: 
E-Marketing.
Research stream units – core units (50cp): Marketing Research, Advanced Consumer 
Behaviour, Integrated Marketing Communication, Strategic Marketing, Services Marketing. 
Research units (40cp): Literature Review & Proposal, Methodology and Data Collection, 
Dissertation. Discipline elective unit: E-Marketing.

Fees and duration: 
Refer to previous page

CAREER PATHS
Advertising, accounting, 
corporate brand management, 
finance, resource direction, 
financial planning, human 
resources, social marketing/e-
marketing, marketing and sales. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (min 25 in writing)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Melbourne 
North Sydney
Brisbane* 

*For Marketing and Business Information 
Systems majors only.

Entry: February, July

SAMPLE PROGRAM MAP FOR MASTER OF COMMERCE, PROFESSIONAL STREAM*

SAMPLE PROGRAM MAP FOR MASTER OF COMMERCE, RESEARCH STREAM*

YEAR 1

Semester 1 Organisational Dynamics & 
Behaviour Marketing Management Accounting for Decision Making Managerial Economics in a Global 

Environment

Semester 2 Major 1 Major 2 Major 3 Elective

YEAR 2
Semester 1 Research Methods Major 4 Elective Major 5

Semester 2 Major 6 Elective Business Research Project

* This is an example course outline only 

YEAR 1

Semester 1 Organisational Dynamics & 
Behaviour Marketing Management Accounting for Decision Making Managerial Economics in a Global 

Environment

Semester 2 Major 1 Major 2 Major 3 Elective

YEAR 2
Semester 1 Research Methods Major 4 Major 5 Literature Review & Proposal

Semester 2 Major 6 Methodology & Data Collection Dissertation
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COMMERCE - WITH MAJORS IN ACCOUNTING, BUSINESS INFORMATION SYSTEMS, 
HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, MARKETING (POSTGRADUATE QUALIFICATIONS)
GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN 
COMMERCE 
Academic requirements: 
Equivalent of an Australian 
bachelor’s degree in any 
discipline, or two years’ 
professional experience in 
a supervisory role. English 
requirements are the same as 
those listed for the Master of 
Commerce below.

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 40 credit points, comprised of Accounting for Decision 
Making, Managerial Economics in a Global Environment, Organisational Dynamics and 
Behaviour, Marketing Management.

Entry: February, July
Duration: 0.5 years
Year fee: A$11,880
Total fee: A$11,880
Campus: Melbourne, 
North Sydney, 
Brisbane

GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN 
COMMERCE 
Academic requirements: 
Equivalent of an Australian 
bachelor’s degree in any 
discipline, or a graduate 
certificate in commerce. English 
requirements are the same as 
those listed for the Master of 
Commerce below.

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 80 credit points (cp), comprised of core units (40cp); 
and 40cp from the Accounting Major units, or 40cp from the Business Information Systems 
Major units, or 40cp from the Human Resource Management Major units or 40cp from the 
Marketing Major units in the Master of Commerce.
CORE UNITS: Accounting for Decision Making, Managerial Economics in a Global 
Environment, Organisational Dynamics and Behaviour, Marketing Management.
Accounting Major: Advanced Audit and Assurance, Strategic Management Accounting, 
Financial Reporting, Financial Risk Management.
Business Information Systems Major: Information Technology Infrastructure, Data and 
Information Management, Business Process Modelling, Systems Analysis and Design
Human Resource Management Major: Contemporary Issues of HRM, Workplace Relations, 
Management of Change, Project Management
Marketing Major: Marketing Research, Advanced Consumer Behaviour, Integrated 
Marketing Communication, Services Marketing.

Entry: February, July
Duration: 1 year
Year fee: A$23,760
Total fee: A$23,760
Campus: Melbourne, 
North Sydney, 
Brisbane

MASTER OF COMMERCE 
Academic requirements: 
Equivalent of an Australian 
bachelor’s degree in any 
discipline; or master’s degree in 
any discipline; or postgraduate 
award of no less than eight 
units.

For the Accounting major: the 
Accounting major has specific 
admission requirements. The 
Accounting major is based on 
and includes the CPA Program® 
at the professional level. It is a 
condition of entry into the CPA 
Program®, and therefore the 
Accounting major, that students 
provide evidence of their 
enrolment in the CPA Program®. 

Completion of 160 credit points, comprised of core units and professional stream units or 
research stream units from your chosen major.

ACCOUNTING MAJOR
Core units (50cp): Accounting for Decision Making, Managerial Economics in a Global 
Environment, Research Methods, Organisational Dynamics and Behaviour, Marketing 
Management. 
Professional stream units - Core units (40 cp): Strategic Management Accounting, 
Financial Reporting, Ethics and Governance, Global Strategy and Leadership. Elective units 
(20cp): Advanced Audit and Assurance, Advanced Taxation, Financial Risk Management, 
Contemporary Business Issues. Research Project (20cp). Other Master of Commerce elective 
units (30cp). 
Research stream units – Core units (40cp): Strategic Management Accounting, Financial 
Reporting, Ethics and Governance, Global Strategy and Leadership. Elective units 
(20cp): Advanced Audit and Assurance, Advanced Taxation, Financial Risk Management, 
Contemporary Business Issues. Research Units (40cp): Literature Review & Proposal, 
Methodology and Data Collection, Dissertation. Other Master of Commerce elective units 
(10cp).

BUSINESS INFORMATION SYSTEMS MAJOR
Core units (60cp): Accounting for Decision Making, Corporate Governance and Social 
Responsibility, Managerial Economics in a Global Environment, Research Methods, 
Organisational Dynamics and Behaviour, Marketing Management.
Professional stream units - Core units (80cp): Information Technology Infrastructure, Data 
and Information Management, Business Analysis, Systems Analysis and Design,  
Business Process Modelling, Information Systems Project Management, Application 
Development, Information Systems Strategy and Management, Knowledge Engineering; 
Research Project (20cp). 
Research stream units – Core units (50cp): Information Technology Infrastructure, Data and 
Information Management, Business Process Modelling, Business Analysis, Systems Analysis 
and Design, Information Systems Project Management, Information Systems Strategy and 
Management. Research Units (40cp): Literature Review & Proposal, Methodology and Data 
Collection, Dissertation. Other Master of Commerce elective units (10cp).

HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT MAJOR
Core units (60cp): Accounting for Decision Making, Corporate Governance and Social 
Responsibility, Managerial Economics in a Global Environment, Research Methods, 
Organisational Dynamics and Behaviour, Marketing Management.
Professional stream units - Core units (70cp): Contemporary Issues of HRM, Human Resource 
Management, Workplace Relations, Strategic Human Resource Management, Management 
of Change, Project Management, Ethical Leadership in Organisations. Research Project (20cp). 
Other Master of Commerce elective units (10cp).
Research stream units – Core units (60cp): Contemporary Issues of HRM, Human Resource 
Management, Workplace Relations, Strategic Human Resource Management, Management 
of Change, Project Management. Research units (40cp): Literature Review & Proposal, 
Methodology and Data Collection, Dissertation.

Entry: February, July
Duration: 2 years
Year fee: A$23,760
Total fee: A$47,520
Campus: Melbourne, 
North Sydney, 
Brisbane
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PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING (POSTGRADUATE DEGREES)
GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN 
PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING 
Academic requirements: As per master’s 
degree or significant management 
professional experience. 

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 40 credit points (cp), comprised of 
Accounting for Decision Making (10cp) and Master of Professional Accounting 
units (30cp).

Duration: 0.5 years
Year fee: A$11,880
Total fee: A$11,880

GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN PROFESSIONAL 
ACCOUNTING 
Academic requirements: As per master’s 
degree. 

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 80 credit points (cp), comprised of core 
units (40cp); and Master of Professional Accounting units (40cp).
CORE UNITS: Accounting for Decision Making (10cp), Accounting and 
Accountability (10cp), Strategic Managerial Accounting (10cp), Commercial 
and Corporations Law (10cp), other Master of Accounting units (40cp).

Duration: 1 year
Year fee: A$23,760
Total fee: A$23,760

MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL 
ACCOUNTING 
Academic requirements: A bachelor’s 
degree in any discipline, or at least 
two years’ professional experience in 
management/leadership positions. 

COURSE STRUCTURE: Completion of 120 credit points from core units.
CORE UNITS: Accounting for Decision Making, Australian Auditing and 
Assurance Services, Accounting and Accountability, Accounting for Corporate 
Structures, Strategic Managerial Accounting, Strategic Resource Management, 
Finance and Quantitative Methods, Managerial Economics in a Global 
Environment, Commercial and Corporations Law, Taxation Law, Strategic 
Management for Sustainability, Organisational Dynamics and Behaviour.

Duration: 1.5 years
Year fee: A$23,760 
Total fee: A$35,640

CAREER PATHS
Accounting, financial management.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (min 25in writing)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Melbourne, North Sydney

Entry: February, July 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Acquire skills in auditing, financial reporting, internal controls and 

management accounting, even if you’ve never studied accounting 
before 

•  Enhance your future employment opportunities by learning how to 
maximise an organisation’s financial resources

•  Graduate with a degree that is accredited by CPA Australia and the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants in Australia and gain entry into the 
Professional Level Program CPA and the Graduate Diploma of Chartered 
Accounting. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
These courses offer students without an undergraduate degree or 
specialisation in acounting, the opportunity to study accounting. By 
undertaking this program, you will acquire skills that are relevant to a wide 
range of business areas, including marketing, economics, finance, human 
resource management and information systems. Developing a strong 
knowledge of of accounting and finance can help you better understand 
how to put your personal and organisational resources to best use.

These programs will support you to analyse, research and make informed 
recommendations with respect to a broad range of accounting problems 
and issues. In addition, you will be exposed to essential accounting 
principles, practices and techniques, and will be able to apply these to 
a variety of situations including auditing, financial reporting, internal 
controls, and management accounting. Upon graduation, you will be able 
to make effective accounting decisions and to function effectively in a 
team environment. You will also gain an appreciation of the ethical, legal 
and professional dynamics of accounting and the accounting profession.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
By completing one of these courses, you will obtain the minimum 
requirements for entry into CPA Australia and the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in Australia.
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Acquire skills for senior managerial roles across a broad spectrum of 

industries in the public and private sectors
•  Graduate with a sound understanding of corporate governance, 

business ethics and your chosen specialisation
•  Graduate with a degree that meets national and international 

accreditation standards to assist in gaining employment as a well-
rounded, knowledgeable and skilled professional.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Master of Business Administration dual degree will equip you for 
senior managerial roles across a broad spectrum of industries in the public 
and private sectors. You will graduate with both an MBA and a specialised 
master’s degree for careers in accounting, business information systems, 
human resource management, and marketing. The MCom/MBA majors in 
accounting, business information systems, human resource management 
and marketing will assist you in achieving senior membership of CPA 
Australia, the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Australia (ICAA), the 
Institute of Public Accountants (IPA), the Australian Marketing Institute 
(AMI), the Australian Human Resources Institute (AHRI), the Australian 
Computer Society (ACS) and other peak and industry bodies.

COURSE STRUCTURE
Completion of 240 credit points (cp), comprised of core units, professional 
stream units or research units from your chosen major, plus 90cp from the 
business administration core units.  
Business administration core units (90cp): Refer to Master of Business 
Administration (p72). 
Majors: Refer to Master of Commerce (p74-75).

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Successful completion of the course will assist graduates in achieving 
senior membership of the CPA Australia, the ICAA, the IPA, the AMI, the 
AHRI, the ACS and other peak and industry bodies.

CAREER PATHS
Accounting, administration, banking, business analysis / development, 
business management, communications, database administration, 
environmental management, financial management, human resource 
management, international business, international marketing, IS auditing, 
IT or management consultancy, IT training, logistics, marketing, network 
management, procurement, programming, recruitment and staff 
development, sales, software engineering, supply chain management, 
transport management or IT technical support, workplace health and 
safety.

MASTER OF COMMERCE/MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
Academic requirements:  
Equivalent of an Australian bachelor’s degree in any 
discipline, or a postgraduate award of at least four 
units, or relevant professional managerial experience 
of at least two years’ full-time or equivalent part-time.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (min 25 in writing)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne,  
North Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$ 23,760 
Total fee: A$ 71,280

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Acquire advanced technical competencies and strategic management 

skills
•  Enhance your future employment opportunities within any IT-related 

industry
•  Graduate with a full professional membership of the Australian 

Computer Society (ACS).

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Master of Business Administration dual degree will equip you for 
senior managerial roles across a broad spectrum of industries in the public 
and private sectors. You will graduate with both an MBA and a specialised 
master’s degree for careers in business information systems  
and information technology. This degree meets the highest relevant 
industry standards, and on successful completion of the course you will be 
eligible to apply for ACS membership. 

COURSE STRUCTURE
Students are required to complete 240 credit points (cp), comprised of 
informatics core units (100cp) professional pathway units (40cp - choose 
two from two sets of pathway units); information systems project units 
(20cp); business administration core units (50cp); elective units from the 
School of Business postgraduate offerings (30cp).

Informatics core units: Refer to Master of Information Technology (p73).
Professional pathway units: Applications Development - Object Oriented 
Programming, Advanced Applications Development; Business  
Analysis - Business Process Modelling, Business Analysis; Database 
Administration - Database Administration, Data Warehousing and Business 
Intelligence.
Information Systems Project Units: Refer to Master of Information 
Technology (p73).
Business administration core units: Refer to Master of Business 
Administration (p72).

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
On successful completion of the course, you will be eligible to apply for 
ACS membership. 

CAREER PATHS
Accounting, administration, banking, business analysis/development, 
business management, communications, database administration, 
financial management, human resource management, international 
business, international marketing, information systems auditing, IT or 
management consultancy, IT training, marketing, network management, 
programming, recruitment and staff development, sales, software 
engineering, or IT technical support.

MASTER OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY/MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
Academic requirements:  
Equivalent of an Australian bachelor’s degree in any 
discipline, or a postgraduate award of at least four 
units or relevant professional managerial experience 
of at least two years’ full-time or equivalent part-time.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (min 25 in writing)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne,  
North Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 3 years 
Year fee: A$ 23,760 
Total fee: A$ 71,280
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
As a Master of Philosophy student, you will be required to submit a major 
thesis that demonstrates your ability to conduct a research program, your 
command of the knowledge and skills relating to your area of research 
interest, and your critical appreciation and understanding of how your 
work relates to the work of others within your subject area. 

To gain entry into this degree, you will need to demonstrate your capacity 
for research in a field in which there is a demonstrated need for research 
supervision. Once you’ve been accepted, you will be enrolled in the 
relevant ACU faculty and you may also be associated with one of ACU’s 
research centres or institutes. 
 

FIND A SUPERVISOR
To find a supervisor please visit: 
http://corner.acu.edu.au/research_supervision/
PLEASE NOTE: Do not submit the ACU application form without having a 
supervisor or a research proposal as it will be considered an incomplete 
application. Incomplete applications may be delayed or rejected.

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
As a Doctor of Philosophy student, you will be required to submit a major 
thesis demonstrating that you have made a substantial contribution 
to learning. You will also be required to display your appreciation and 
understanding of the relationship of your own research investigations 
within a wider field of knowledge. 

FIND A SUPERVISOR
To find a supervisor please visit: 
http://corner.acu.edu.au/research_supervision/
PLEASE NOTE: Do not submit the ACU application form without having a 
supervisor or a research proposal as it will be considered an incomplete 
application. Incomplete applications may be delayed or rejected.

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY
Academic requirements: Appropriate undergraduate 
honours degree or equivalent; or master’s degree 
with appropriate research training in a relevant 
field; or master’s preliminary program; or equivalent 
qualification or experience.

English requirements  
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 per band)

Campus: 
Ballarat, Brisbane, Canberra, 
Melbourne,  
North Sydney, Strathfield

Entry: January, March, June, 
September 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$21,000  
Total fee: A$42,000

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PhD)
Academic requirements: An appropriate 
undergraduate degree with honours at a minimum 
level of Second Class Division A or equivalent; or a 
master’s degree with appropriate research training 
in a relevant field; or a master’s preliminary program 
with results at distinction level; or an equivalent 
qualification or experience. 

English requirements  
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 per band)

Campus: 
Ballarat, Brisbane,  
Canberra, Melbourne,  
North Sydney, Strathfield

Entry: January, March, June, 
September 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$21,000  
Total fee: A$84,000

“The smaller student cohort 
and personalised learning 
environment really appealed 
to me when choosing to study 
law at ACU. I hope to use my law 
degree to work in the field of 
human rights, as well as having 
aspirations to teach in the future.” 

Carly Prescott
Executive Dean’s Scholarship 
Awardee 
Bachelor Arts/ Bachelor of Laws
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Enhance your employment opportunities in a variety of industries with  

a dual degree qualification 
•  Gain an advanced understanding of management principles and the 

application of accounting methods in a broad range of commercial and 
organisational settings

•  Graduate with both an MBA and the qualifications required for 
certification with professional accounting bodies, including CPA 
Australia.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The Master of Professional Accounting gives students without an 
undergraduate degree or specialisation in accounting the opportunity 
to study postgraduate accounting. By undertaking this program, you 
will acquire skills that are relevant in a range of business areas, including 
marketing, economics, finance, human resource management and 
information systems. You will also develop the skills and competencies 
required to pursue a career in accounting. 

The Master of Business Administration will give you the basic building 
blocks required to become an effective manager in a variety of 
organisational settings. It is a broad-based postgraduate degree, rather 
than a technical qualification required for a particular job or vocation. 

COURSE STRUCTURE
Students are required to complete 160 credit points from the following 
core units:

Core units: Accounting for Decision Making, Australian Auditing and 
Assurance Services, Accounting and Accountability, Accounting for 
Corporate Structures, Strategic Managerial Accounting, Strategic Resource 
Management, Finance and Quantitative Methods, Corporate Governance 
and Social Responsibility, Managerial Economics in a Global Environment, 
Operations and Information Systems, Commercial and Corporations Law, 
Taxation Law, Strategic Management for Sustainability, Ethical Leadership 
in Organisations, Organisational Dynamics and Behaviour, Marketing 
Management.

PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION
Upon graduation from this double degree, you will be eligible for entry 
into CPA Australia and the Institute of Chartered Accountants in Australia.

MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTING/MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Academic requirements:  
The equivalent of an Australian bachelor’s degree 
in any discipline or at least two years’ professional 
experience in management/leadership positions.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (min 25 in writing)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Melbourne, North Sydney

Entry: February, July 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$23,760 
Total fee: A$47,520 
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Our two disciplines of theology and 
philosophy address the big questions of 
life: Where have we come from? What is 
the purpose of existence? What can we 
expect when we die? What makes for a 
good life?
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Engage with a distinctive educational experience, framed by the 

Catholic intellectual tradition
•  Benefit from the richness and breadth of contemporary theological 

scholarship including biblical studies, theological and historical studies 
and contextual theology

•  Develop a wide range of skills, including oral and written 
communication skills, and the capacity to analyse, reflect critically, 
evaluate, and bring ethical perspectives to life and work. 

The Bachelor of Theology will support you to pursue an in-depth 
program of studies in scripture, theology and philosophy, or choose a 
broader-based program that also includes studies in other disciplines. 
The community engagement unit allows for a wide range of settings, 
including indigenous or international, for exploring Christian theology in a 
contemporary setting. 

The multi-mode delivery of this course enables the innovative use of 
various digital technologies and social media, enhancing the learning 
experience of students and preparing them to operate in an increasingly 
internationalised and technologically sophisticated labour market. 

COURSE STRUCTURE
The course consists of 26 units, 18 of which are compulsory and are 
made up of units from the disciplines of theology and philosophy and 
the University core curriculum (two units). The course also contains eight 
elective units that can be taken from a range of discipline areas. 

CAREER PATHS 
Teaching, roles in church agencies and ministries, chaplaincy, social 
inclusion, pastoral work, and social work. As a graduate, you can also 
pursue careers in other areas that utilise the skills you have acquired in 
their degree, such as research, journalism and media, administration and 
public relations.

BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an 
Australian Year 12 Certificate. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.0 (6.0 W&S, 5.5 L&R) 
IBT: 79 (22 all bands)
ACU: C (60-64%)
PTE: 54 (50 W&S & 42 R&L)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Strathfield

Entry: February
Duration: 3 years
Year fee: A$19,040
Total fee: A$57,120 

WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Enhance your existing theology expertise and build your capacity to 

communicate your knowledge to a broader audience
•  Access flexible learning opportunities, including online, face-to-face and 

intensive learning sessions
•  Build your theology career by working alongside internationally 

acclaimed academic and teaching staff who are helping shape the 
global body of theoretical knowledge.

Theological Studies is a coursework degree for students with a background 
in theology. The course has been designed to assist you in developing 
a mastery of theological knowledge, with the possibility of specialising 
in a particular area, and to develop your skills in communicating that 
knowledge. As a graduate, you will be able to demonstrate advanced 
knowledge and skills in one or more theological disciplines, which may 
include philosophy, and the capacity to undertake a successful theological 
or philosophical research-based project under supervision.

COURSE STRUCTURE 
Completion of 80 credit points (cp) from the Schedule of Unit Offerings, 
comprised of:
(a) at least 10cp from a project unit
(b) up to 70cp from other units.

SPECIALISATIONS
Biblical Studies, Christian History, Interfaith Relations, Liturgy, Ministry, 
Moral Theology, Philosophy, Practical Theology, Spirituality and Pastoral 
Ministry (available to special cohorts only), and Systematic Theology.

CAREER PATHS 
Teaching, roles in church agencies and ministries, chaplaincy, social 
inclusion, pastoral work, and social work. As a graduate, you can also 
pursue careers in other areas that utilise the skills you have acquired in 
your degree, such as research, journalism and media, administration and 
public relations.

FACULTY OF THEOLOGY 
AND PHILOSOPHY

www.acu.edu.au/theology_philosophy

“ACU is a wonderful 
place to study. The 
atmosphere in the 
campus gives you a 
sense of belonging 
and makes you feel 
at home even when 
you’re far away from 
home. I enjoy studying 
at ACU because I am 
given the impression 
that I have something 
to offer. It gives me the 
courage to believe in 
what I am capable of 
achieving academically. 
ACU has given me the 
opportunity to recognise 
my potential and I 
believe it is the university 
to be experienced.”

Dominic Orichukwu, 
Nigeria
Master in Theological 
Studies

Philosophy draws on the resources of 
human reason to answer these questions, 
while Catholic theology reflects on the 
Christian faith tradition, shaped by the 
scriptures and church teachings. Both 
philosophy and theology are key elements 
of the Catholic intellectual tradition, and 
together these two disciplines provide 
a rich set of resources for the search for 
meaning and purpose in life.

ACU is recognised as performing at world 
standard* in Religion and Religion Studies. 
We welcome you and hope that you have 
the opportunity to take some of our course 
offerings. 

*2012 Excellence in Research in Australia assessment

MASTER OF THEOLOGICAL STUDIES
Academic requirements: Equivalent of an Australian 
Bachelor Degree in Theology, or a Bachelor Degree 
plus Graduate Certificate in Theological Studies or 
equivalent, or a Graduate Diploma in Theological 
Studies or equivalent.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61 (50 min per band)

Campus: 
Brisbane, Melbourne, 
Strathfield

Entry: February, July  
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$19,040  
Total fee: A$19,040
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WHY STUDY THIS PROGRAM?
•  Use your theology expertise to undertake a major piece of theological 

research, or combine research and coursework to further enhance your 
learning

•  Access flexible learning opportunities, including online, face-to-face and 
intensive learning sessions

•  Build your research career by working alongside internationally 
acclaimed academics who are helping build a global body of theoretical 
knowledge.

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The Master of Theology (Research) is a higher degree by research that you 
can undertake either by thesis, or by a combination of coursework and 
thesis. The degree provides you with a substantial background in theology 
and preliminary research training with the opportunity to undertake a 
major piece of theological research in a specialised area. As a graduate, you 
will be able to demonstrate advanced knowledge and skills in a theological 
discipline, which may include philosophy; and the capacity to successfully 
undertake a major piece of theological or philosophical research under 
supervision.

COURSE STRUCTURE 
Completion of 80 credit points, consisting of 80 credit points (cp) from 
Thesis A, or 60cp from Thesis B and 20cp from units (other than religious 
education units) listed in the Schedule of Unit Offerings for the Master of 
Theological Studies.

FIND A SUPERVISOR
To find a supervisor, please visit: 
http://corner.acu.edu.au/research_supervision/
PLEASE NOTE: Do not submit the ACU application form without having a 
supervisor or a research proposal as it will be considered an incomplete 
application. Incomplete applications may be delayed or rejected.

MASTER OF THEOLOGY (RESEARCH)
Academic requirements: Bachelor of Theology or 
equivalent with honours at a minimum of level IIB; OR 
a Master of Theological Studies with a minimum grade 
of credit in the following subjects: “Theology Project 
C” and “Introduction to Theological and Philosophical 
Research” (or equivalent) AND a specialisation in one of 
the theological disciplines, or philosophy as it relates 
to theology.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61 (50 min per band)

Campus: 
Ballarat,  
Brisbane,  
Canberra, Melbourne, 
Strathfield

Entry: January, June 
Duration: 1 year 
Year fee: A$21,000  
Total fee: A$21,000

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
As a Master of Philosophy student, you will be required to submit a major
thesis that demonstrates your ability to conduct a research program, your
command of the knowledge and skills relating to your area of research
interest, and your critical appreciation and understanding of how your
work relates to the work of others within your subject area.
To gain entry into this degree, you will need to demonstrate your capacity
for research in a field in which there is a demonstrated need for research
supervision. Once you’ve been accepted, you will be enrolled in the
relevant ACU Faculty and you may also be associated with one of ACU’s
research centres or institutes.
 

FIND A SUPERVISOR
To find a supervisor, please visit: 
http://corner.acu.edu.au/research_supervision/
PLEASE NOTE: Do not submit the ACU application form without having a 
supervisor or a research proposal as it will be considered an incomplete 
application. Incomplete applications may be delayed or rejected.

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
As a Doctor of Philosophy student, you will be required to submit a major 
thesis demonstrating that you have made a substantial contribution 
to learning. You will also be expected to display your appreciation and 
understanding of the relationship of your own research investigations 
within a wider field of knowledge. 

FIND A SUPERVISOR
To find a supervisor, please visit: 
http://corner.acu.edu.au/research_supervision/
PLEASE NOTE: Do not submit the ACU application form without having a 
supervisor or a research proposal as it will be considered an incomplete 
application. Incomplete applications may be delayed or rejected.

MASTER OF PHILOSOPHY
Academic requirements: Appropriate undergraduate 
honours degree or equivalent; or master’s degree 
with appropriate research training in a relevant 
field; or master’s preliminary program; or equivalent 
qualification or experience.

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Ballarat,  
Brisbane,  
Canberra, Melbourne,  
North Sydney, Strathfield

Entry: January, March, June, 
September 
Duration: 2 years 
Year fee: A$21,000  
Total fee: A$42,000

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY (PhD)
Academic requirements: An appropriate 
undergraduate degree with honours at a minimum 
level of Second Class Division A or equivalent; or a 
master’s degree with appropriate research training 
in a relevant field; or a master’s preliminary program 
with results at distinction level; or an equivalent 
qualification or experience. 

English requirements 
IELTS: 6.5 (6.0 min per band)
IBT: 90 (25 all bands)
ACU: B (65-74%)
PTE: 61(50 min per band)

Campus: 
Ballarat,  
Brisbane,  
Canberra, Melbourne,  
North Sydney, Strathfield

Entry: January, March, June, 
September 
Duration: 4 years 
Year fee: A$21,000  
Total fee: A$84,000

“During my studies I was always 
impressed by the passion and 
energy of the lecturers and 
the many opportunities to get 
involved in campus life. ACU is a 
great place and I’m proud to have 
studied there and still be involved 
in the University’s work.”

Daniel Nelson
Graduate, Bachelor of Theology
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Qualification Undergraduate entry 
requirement

Diploma entry 
requirement

 GCE ‘A’ Levels

Minimum aggregate score of 6. 
Ranks on the GCE are calculated 
on the basis that at the Advanced 
Level (A2) A=5, B=4, C=3, D=2, 
E=1, and must include results in 
Advanced Level (A2) and up to two 
(2) at Advanced Subsidiary Level 
(AS) subjects. 
AS Level subject is half of that 
assigned at Advanced Level (A2) – 
A=2.5, B=2, C=1.5, D=1, E=-0.5 

Minimum aggregate score of 5. 
Ranks on the GCE are calculated 
on the basis that at the 
Advanced Level (A2) A=5, 
B=4, C=3, D=2, E=1, and must 
include results in Advanced 
Level (A2) and up to two (2) at 
Advanced Subsidiary Level (AS) 
subjects. AS Level subject is half 
of that assigned at Advanced 
Level (A2) – A=2.5, B=2, C=1.5, 
D=1, E=-0.5

European 
Baccalaureate Minimum overall grade of 65.0 Minimum overall grade of 52.5 

International 
Baccalaureate

Successful completion with a 
minimum of 24 over six subjects  Successful completion with a 

minimum of 24 over six subjects  

West African 
Senior School 
Certificate

Maximum aggregate of  
18 in the best six subjects

Maximum aggregate of  
22 in the best six subjects

Year 12
Application through relevant 
Tertiary Admissions Centre 
(competitive entry)

ATAR 55

Country Undergraduate entry 
requirement

Diploma entry 
requirement

Argentina 

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program OR 
successful completion of one year of 
study at a recognised tertiary or higher 
education institution in addition to the 
completion of high school studies

Senior secondary school – 
minimum 50% pass rate

Bangladesh
Higher Secondary or Intermediate Cer-
tificate. Minimum GPA of 3.75, based 
on a 5-point GPA scale

Higher Secondary or 
Intermediate Certificate. 
Minimum GPA of 3.5, based  
on a 5-point GPA scale

Bhutan

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program OR 
successful completion of one year of 
study at a recognised tertiary or higher 
education institution in addition to the 
completion of High School Studies

Senior secondary school – 
Minimum 50% pass rate

Brazil

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program 
OR successful completion of one year 
of study at a recognised tertiary or 
higher education institution is required 
in addition to the completion of high 
school studies

Senior secondary school – 
minimum 50% pass rate

Burma 
(Myanmar)

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program OR 
successful completion of one year of 
study at a recognised tertiary or higher 
education institution in addition to the 
completion of high school studies

Senior secondary school – 
minimum 50% pass rate

Cambodia

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program OR 
successful completion of one year of 
study at a recognised tertiary or higher 
education institution in addition to the 
completion of high school studies

Senior secondary school – 
minimum 50% pass rate

Country Undergraduate entry 
requirement

Diploma entry 
requirement

Canada 
Successful completion of a Canadian 
Provincial High School Diploma with 
an overall average of 60%

Senior secondary school – 
minimum 50% pass rate

Chile

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program 
OR successful completion of one year 
of study at a recognised tertiary or 
higher education institution is required 
in addition to the completion of high 
school studies

Senior secondary school – 
minimum 50% pass rate

China

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program 
OR successful completion of one year 
of study at a recognised tertiary or 
higher education institution is required 
in addition to the completion of high 
school studies

Senior secondary school –
minimum 50% pass rate

Colombia

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program 
OR successful completion of one year 
of study at a recognised tertiary or 
higher education institution is required 
in addition to the completion of high 
school studies

Senior secondary school – 
Minimum 50% pass rate

Czech 
Republic

Czech Republic and Slovakian Maturita. 
Maximum grade average of 3.9

Czech Republic and Slovakian 
Maturita. Maximum grade 
average of 4.1

Ecuador

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program 
OR successful completion of one year 
of study at a recognised tertiary or 
higher education institution is required 
in addition to the completion of high 
school studies

Senior secondary school– 
minimum 50% pass rate

 

France French Baccalaureate. Minimum 
average of 10.5

French Baccalaureate. Minimum 
average of 10

Germany German Abitur – maximum 3.4 German Abitur – maximum 4.5

Hong Kong

Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary 
Education (HKDSE) - minimum 
aggregate score 15 based on the four 
core subjects, (Chinese Language, 
English Language, Mathematics and 
Liberal Arts), and the best grade in one 
Category A elective subject

Hong Kong Diploma of 
Secondary Education (HKDSE) 
- minimum aggregate score 10 
based on the four core subjects, 
(Chinese Language, English 
Language, Mathematics and 
Liberal Arts), and the best grade 
in one Category A elective 
subject
 

 India

CBSE All India Senior School Certificate 
with minimum average of 65%, 
or Indian School Certificate with 
minimum average of 65%

CBSE All India Senior School 
Certificate with minimum 
average of 60% or Indian School 
Certificate with minimum 
average of 60% or Higher 
Secondary Certificate with 
minimum average of 70%

 Indonesia

Indonesian Sekolah Menengah  
Atas (SMA) Secondary School  
Leaving Certificate. Minimum  
overall grade of 7.2

Indonesian Sekolah Menengah 
Atas (SMA) Secondary School 
Leaving Certificate. Minimum 
overall grade of 6.5

Country Undergraduate entry 
requirement

Diploma entry 
requirement

Italy Successful completion of Italian High 
School Diploma with aggregate of 60

Successful completion of Italian 
High School Diploma with 
aggregate of 50

Japan

Kotogakko Sotsugyo Shosho (Upper 
Secondary School Certificate of 
Graduation): GPA 3.0. Overall average 
score for graded subjects on a 5-point 
scale (5 = maximum, 2 = pass, and 
1= fail)

Kotogakko Sotsugyo Shosho 
(Upper Secondary School 
Certificate of Graduation): GPA 
2.75. Overall average score for 
graded subjects on a 5-point 
scale (5 = maximum, 2 = pass, 
and 1= fail)

Kenya

Kenyan Certificate of Secondary 
Education (1989 and onwards) - 
Minimum aggregate score of 48 in 
maximum of 7 subjects. Based on A = 
12, A- = 11, B+ = 10, B = 9, B -= 8, C+ 
= 7, C = 6, C- = 5, D+ = 4, D = 3, D- = 
2, E = 1. 

Kenyan Certificate of Secondary 
Education (1989 and onwards) 
- Minimum aggregate score of 
45 in maximum of 7 subjects. 
Based on A = 12, A- = 11, B+ 
= 10, B = 9, B -= 8, C+ = 7, C = 
6, C- = 5, D+ = 4, D = 3, D- = 
2, E = 1. 

Korea

Korea Republic College Scholastic 
Ability Test (CSAT) - Minimum overall 
grade 287, based on the results in 
Korean Language, Math and Foreign 
Language (English). 

Korea Republic College 
Scholastic Ability Test (CSAT) 
- Minimum overall grade 281, 
based on the results in Korean 
Language, Math and Foreign 
Language (English). 

Laos

 Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program 
OR successful completion of one year 
of study at a recognised tertiary or 
higher education institution is required 
in addition to the completion of high 
school studies

Senior secondary school – 
minimum 50% pass rate

Lebanon Lebanese Baccalaureate. Overall grade 
of 12 or assez-bien

Lebanese Baccalaureate. Overall 
grade of 11

Malaysia

Malaysian Sijil Tinggi Pelajaran Malaysia 
(STPM) – a minimum score will be 
calculated based on the number 
of subjects completed in the same 
academic year. The scores required are 
7 for one subject, 4 for two subjects, 
4 for three subjects and 3 for four or 
more subjects. Ranks for the Malaysian 
STPM are calculated on the basis that 
at the advanced level 
A = 7, A- = 6, B+ = 5, B = 4, B- = 3, C+ = 
2, C = 1, with partial passes C-, D+ and 
D = 0 OR 
Malaysian Matriculation Certificate 
(Matrikulasi) – Minimum GPA 2.0 OR 
Malaysian Independent Chinese 
Secondary Schools Unified 
Examination Certificate – minimum 
aggregate score 70 in maximum 10 
subjects. Based on A1 = 8, A2 = 7, B3 = 
6, B4 = 5, B5 = 4, B6 = 3, C7 = 2, C8 = 1  

Malaysian Sijil Tinggi Pelajaran 
Malaysia (STPM) – a minimum 
score will be calculated 
based on the number of 
subjects completed in the 
same academic year. The 
scores required are 5 for one 
subject, 3 for two subjects, 2 
for three subjects and 1 for 
four or more subjects. Ranks 
for the Malaysian STPM are 
calculated on the basis that at 
the Advanced Level A = 7, A- = 
6, B+ = 5, B = 4, B- = 3, C+ = 2, 
C = 1, with partial passes C-, D+ 
and D = 0 OR 
Malaysian Matriculation 
Certificate (Matrikulasi) – 
Minimum GPA 1.5 OR 
Malaysian Independent Chinese 
Secondary Schools Unified 
Examination Certificate – 
minimum aggregate score 62 in 
maximum 10 subjects. Based on 
A1 = 8, A2 = 7, B3 = 6, B4 = 5, B5 
= 4, B6 = 3, C7 = 2, C8 = 1  

Mexico

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program OR 
successful completion of one year of 
study at a recognised tertiary or higher 
education institution in addition to the 
completion of high school studies

Mexican Upper Secondary 
School. Minimum overall grade 
of 8.4

Nepal

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program OR 
successful completion of one year of 
study at a recognised tertiary or higher 
education institution in addition to the 
completion of high school studies

Completion of the Higher 
Secondary School Certificate 
with an average of 60% for 
entry to Tertiary Preparation 
Program (Health Sciences) 
and 65% for entry to all other 
diplomas 

 Pakistan

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation
program OR successful completion
of one year of study at a recognised
tertiary or higher education institution 
in addition to the completion of high 
school studies

Completion of the Higher
Secondary School Certificate
or Intermediate (Division 1)
with an average of 82% in four
academic subjects

Country Undergraduate entry 
requirement

Diploma entry 
requirement

Peru

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program OR 
successful completion of one year of 
study at a recognised tertiary or higher 
education institution in addition to the 
completion of high school studies

Senior secondary school – 
minimum 50% pass rate

Philippines

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program 
OR successful completion of one year 
of study at a recognised tertiary or 
higher education institution is required 
in addition to the completion of high 
school studies

Senior secondary school – 
minimum 50% pass

Poland

Polish Matura Certificate (2005 and 
onwards). Minimum average grade 60 
in the written and oral examinations for 
all compulsory subjects presented

Polish Matura Certificate (2005 
and onwards). Minimum 
average grade 50 in the written 
and oral examinations for all 
compulsory subjects presented

Portugal
Portuguese Certificate of Secondary 
Education. Minimum grade average 
of 10

Portuguese Certificate of 
Secondary Education. Minimum 
grade average of 7

Romania Romanian Upper Secondary Leaving 
Certificate. Grade average of 5.8

Romanian Upper Secondary 
Leaving Certificate. Grade 
average of 4.0

Slovakia Czech Republic and Slovakian Maturita. 
Maximum grade average of 3.9

Czech Republic and Slovakian 
Maturita. Maximum grade 
average of 4.1

South Africa

 
South African National Senior 
Certificate. Minimum average mark 50% 
and eligible for admission to higher 
education in South Africa  
 

South African National Senior 
Certificate. Minimum average 
mark 50% and eligible for 
admission to higher education 
in South Africa 

Spain Spanish University Orientation Year. 
Grade average of 5.0

Spanish University Orientation 
Year. Grade average of 4.2

Sri Lanka

Sri Lankan General Certificate of 
Education A Level. Minimum aggregate 
score 5 in best three advanced level 
subjects. Aggregate to be calculated on 
the basis that A = 5, B = 4, C = 3, S = 1. 
Must be in one sitting

Sri Lankan General Certificate 
of Education A Level. Minimum 
aggregate score 4 in best 
three advanced level subjects. 
Aggregate to be calculated on 
the basis that A = 5, B = 4, C = 3, 
S = 1. Must be in one sitting

Taiwan

Taiwanese General Scholastic Aptitude 
Test (GSAT) Total (GSAT score of 47. 
GSAT Score is calculated from results for 
Chinese, English, Mathematics, Natural 
Sciences and Social Sciences

Taiwanese General Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (GSAT) Total 
(GSAT score of 44. GSAT Score 
is calculated from results for 
Chinese, English, Mathematics, 
Natural Sciences and Social 
Sciences

Thailand 
Thailand Certificate of Secondary 
Education. Minimum mark of 62 or 
GPA of 2.5

Thailand Certificate of 
Secondary Education. Minimum 
mark of 50 or GPA of 2.0

 Turkey

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program OR 
successful completion of one year of 
study at a recognised tertiary or higher 
education institution in addition to the 
completion of high school studies

Senior secondary school – 
minimum 50% pass

United 
States of 
America

High School Graduation Diploma with 
minimum total of 1370 for SAT I Critical 
Reading, SAT I:
Mathematical and SAT I: Writing test 
scores OR
High School Graduation Diploma with 
Enhanced ACT Assessment - minimum 
composite score 19

High School Graduation 
Diploma with minimum total of 
1270 for SAT I Critical Reading, 
SAT I:
Mathematical and SAT I: Writing 
test scores OR
High School Graduation 
Diploma with Enhanced 
ACT Assessment - Minimum 
composite score 16

Vietnam

Successful completion of a recognised 
pre-tertiary or foundation program OR 
successful completion of one year of 
study at a recognised tertiary or higher 
education institution in addition to the 
completion of high school studies

Upper Secondary Education 
Graduation Diploma (Bang Tot 
nghiep Trung hoc Pho thong). 
Minimum 60%

 www.acu.edu.au/int_high_schools

RECOGNISED HIGH SCHOOL 
QUALIFICATIONS
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SELECT A COURSE
Consult this guide and the Find a Course 
website for all the details related your particular 
course. You can apply for up to three different 
course preferences. 

If you are not accepted for your first choice, you will then 
be considered for your second option. If you are not 
accepted in your first two preferences, you will then be 
considered for your third preference course. 

www.acu.edu.au/courses

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH
DEGREES

CHECK ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Academic requirements: 
Each course has specific entry requirements. 

You must comply with all the requirements for 
your course. 

Check this guide and the “Find a Course” website. 

www.acu.edu.au/courses
Depending on the country where you completed your high 
school (pre-university) studies, you may need to complete a 
diploma or equivalent. 

www.acu.edu.au/450606

English language requirements:
There are minimum English language requirements for 
entry to ACU. Please check the entry requirement for the 
course you are interested in. 

Additional entry requirements: 
Some courses have additional entry requirements, such as 
a portfolio or an interview. Health and security checks may 
also apply. 

HOW TO APPLY 
ENGLISH COURSES & STUDY ABROAD 
PROGRAM
Please go to pages 16 and 17 of this guide.

VERIFY YOUR STATUS
You must be an international student.  
Please see page 88.  
www.acu.edu.au/international

AUSTRALIAN YEAR 12 STUDENTS
If you are studying an Australian year 12 qualification and are 
seeking admission to an undergraduate degree, you need to 
apply through the relevant tertiary admissions centre. 

www.acu.edu.au/int_ug_apply

APPLY FOR ADMISSION
We encourage you to use our secure electronic 
application form, upload scanned documents 
and to submit your application directly to ACU.

www.acu.edu.au/international/how_to_apply 
You can also apply in person at the International 
Office in Brisbane, Sydney or Melbourne, or 
through one of our authorised agents. 

www.acu.edu.au/international/contact_us 

LETTER OF OFFER
If your application to ACU is successful you will 
receive either a “PROVISIONAL Letter of Offer” 
or a “Letter of Offer” from the University.          A 
Provisional Letter of Offer requires you to 

provide additional information and 
supporting documentation relating to 
the Department of Immigration and 
Border Protection Genuine Student 
(GS), Genuine Temporary Entrant (GTE) 
and Financial Capacity requirements.

If the University is satisfied that you 
meet GS, GTE and Financial Capacity 
requirements, you will receive a Letter 
of Offer. The Letter of Offer will outline:
• the course you have been  

accepted into
• the starting date of the course
• the fees payable 
• the conditions of offer, if any  

(e.g. IELTS).
If your application is unsuccessful, we 
will also advise you by letter. 

ACCEPT YOUR OFFER
To accept your place at ACU, please do 
the following:

1. Sign the “Offer Acceptance and 
Payment Advice” form

2. Make a payment of fees as 
indicated on your offer letter.

You can pay by cheque, funds transfer 
or online by credit card via: 

www.acu.edu.au/566223 
Send a copy of your signed form and 
evidence of payment to: 

international.finance@acu.edu.au

OBTAIN A STUDENT VISA
Upon receipt of payment and 
required documentation, the 
University will issue an electronic 
“Confirmation of Enrolment” (eCOE). 
Use this document to apply for a 
student visa as per the guidelines 
set by the Australian Department of 
Immigration and Border Protection. 

www.immi.gov.au

HOW TO 
APPLY

POSTGRADUATE 
COURSEWORK

CHECK ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Use this guide to check that you meet the English 
proficiency requirements as well as the academic   
requirements listed for the course.

PREPARE YOUR DOCUMENTS
Collate certified copies of the necessary 
documents for your application:
• Research proposal
•  Academic qualifications (transcripts and 

completion certificates)
• Passport
• Evidence of English proficiency
• Any other documents that can support your 

application (e.g. copies of prior research, awards, work 
experience).

RESEARCH PROPOSAL
You need to develop a research proposal to 
explain the topic you intend to research. It  should 
be approximately 300-500 words and include 
answers to the following questions:

•  What are you intending to do through the research 
(problems/issues for investigation)?

• What is the theoretical background to the research 
(literature review)?

•  How do you plan to conduct the research 
(methodology)?

• What do you hope to achieve through the research 
(outcomes)?

•  What are the timelines for the completion of the 
research?

• Are there any specific resources which are required for 
the research project?

FIND A SUPERVISOR
Search the Research Expertise Register (RexR) 
http://corner.acu.edu.au/research_supervision/   
and make contact with a potential supervisor for 

your research topic. If you need help finding a supervisor, 
contact ACU International for assistance.

study.international@acu.edu.au

LODGE YOUR APPLICATION
Make your application to ACU International via 
any of the following methods:
• Online application system
• An authorised education agent
• In person at an ACU International office.

Please Note: Do not submit the ACU application form 
without having a research proposal as it will be considered 
an incomplete application. Incomplete applications may be 
delayed or rejected. 

REQUEST REFEREE REPORTS
Approach two referees and ask them to complete 
a Confidential Referee Report. To download the 
report template, please visit: 

www.acu.edu.au/international/study_research
Your referees should then email the Confidential Referee 
Report directly to international.admissions@acu.edu.au

1 VERIFY YOUR STATUS
You must be an international student. Please see 
page 88. www.acu.edu.au/international 

2 SELECT A COURSE
Consult this guide and the Find a Course 
website below for the details of the   

            courses you are interested in. You can apply 
for up to three different course preferences. If you are not 
accepted for your first choice, you will then be considered 
for your second option. If you are not accepted in your first 
two preferences, you will then be considered for your third 
preference course. www.acu.edu.au/courses

3 CHECK ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Academic requirements: 
Each course has specific entry requirements.  

 You must comply with all the requirements. 
Check this guide and the Find a Course website for detailed 
information.
www.acu.edu.au/450610

English language requirements:
There are minimum English language requirements for 
entry to ACU. Please check the entry requirement in this 
guide for the course you are interested in as it varies for 
each course.

Additional entry requirements: 
Some courses have additional entry requirements, such as 
a portfolio or an interview. Health and security checks may 
also apply. 
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ACU AT A GLANCE

AM I AN INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENT?
International students are not 
permitted to study online or 
at a location outside Australia. 
International students are those who:

• study on-campus in Australia 
using a student visa or a 
temporary visa with study rights

• are NOT citizens or permanent 
residents of Australia 

• are NOT citizens of New Zealand.

It takes you 
directly to the 
website you 
want to view.

QR CODE
Abbreviated from Quick Response Code 
(QR), a QR code is a mobile-phone- 
readable barcode. It lets you encode a 
web URL (web page) so that you can 
get to the information you want to read 
quickly and easily. 

Smart  
phone

Booklet

USEFUL WEBSITES

International students
www.acu.edu.au/international

Find an agent
http://www.acu.edu.au/453121

Find a course
www.acu.edu.au/courses

Scholarships
www.acu.edu.au/int_scholarships

English Language Centre
www.acu.edu.au/study_english

Study abroad & exchange
www.acu.edu.au/study_abroad

Partner institutions
www.acu.edu.au/int_partnerships

Online application form
www.acu.edu.au/iapply

Download a brochure
www.acu.edu.au/int_brochures

Important dates
www.acu.edu.au/int_key_dates

Video
www.acu.edu.au/int_videos

Youtube
www.youtube.com/ACUInternational

Get to know our campuses
www.acu.edu.au/campuses

Australia Awards Scholarships
http://aid.dfat.gov.au/australia-awards/
pages/studyin.aspx

Department of Immigration 
and Border Protection
www.immi.gov.au/

THEOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY
DEGREES AT A GLANCE CAMPUS FEES 

(YEAR) PG.

B of Theology B, M, S $19,040 81

M Theological Studies  B, M, S $19,040 81

M of Theology (Research) Ba, B, C, M, S $21,000 82

M of Philosophy ALL $21,000 82

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) ALL $21,000 82

ENGLISH LANGUAGE CENTRES
PROGRAMS AT A GLANCE CAMPUS FEES Pg.

English for Academic 
Purposes (EAP) B, M, N $340p/w 16

IELTS Preparation Test B, M, N $340p/w 16

OET Preparation M, N $340p/w 16

English for the Workplace B $340p/w 16

General English (GE) M, N $340p/w 16

HEALTH SCIENCES
DEGREES AT A GLANCE CAMPUS FEES 

(YEAR) PG.

Tertiary Preparation Program  
(Health Sciences) B, M, N $14,560 41

Dip in Environmental Science N $19,040 41

B Applied Public Health B, M, N $19,040 41

B Arts (Psychology) B, M, S $19,040 42

B Counselling B, M $19,040 42

B Environmental Science N $19,040 43

B Exercise & Health Science B, M, S $19,040 44

B Exercise & Sports Science B, M, S $19,040 45

B Nursing Ba, B, C, M, N $22,680 46

B Occupational Therapy B, M, N $30,880 47

B Physiotherapy B, N $30,880 48

B Psychological Science B, M, S $19,040 48

B Social Work B, C, S $19,040 50

B Speech Pathology B, M, N $30,880 50

B App Health/B Global Studies B, M, N, S $19,040 51

B Arts/B Social Work B, S $19,040 51

B Excercise Sci/B Bus Admin B, M, N, S $22,680 52

B Excercise Sci/B Public Health B, M, N, S $22,680 52

B Nursing/B Business Admin B,M,N $22,680 53

B Theology/B Social Work B, S $19,040 53

M Clinical Counselling B, M, S $19,040 54

M Clinical Exercise Physiology M, S $19,040 54

M Health Administration B $19,040 55

M Nursing (Practice Inquiry) B $19,040 55

PG Dip. in Psychology B, M $19,040 56

PG Dip. in Prof. Psychology B, M $21,520 56

M Psychology (Clinical) B, M $22,040 57

M Psychology (Educational & 
Developmental) M $22,040 58

M Social Work B, C, S $19,040 58

M Exercise Science (Research) M, S $21,000 59

M Midwifery (Research) Ba, B, M $21,000 59

M Nursing (Research) Ba, B, C, M, N $21,000 59

M Philosophy ALL $21,000 60

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) ALL $21,000 60

EDUCATION AND ARTS 
DEGREES AT A GLANCE CAMPUS FEES 

(YEAR) PG.

Associate Degree in Inclusive 
Education & Disability Studies S $19,040 21

Dip in Educational Studies B, M, S, C $19,040 21

Dip in Liberal Studies B, M, S $19,040 22

Dip in Social Science B, M $19,040 22

Dip in Visual Arts & Design M, S $19,040 22

Dip in Youth Work M $19,040 23

B Arts B, M, S $19,040 23

B Arts (Business &  
Communication Studies) S $19,040 24

B Arts and Economics S $19,040 24

B Creative Arts B, M $19,040 24

B Education  
(Early Childhood and Primary)

Ba, B, C, M, 
N, S $19,040 25

B Education (Primary)
Ba, B, C, M, 
N, S $19,040 26

B Inclusive Education &  
Disability Studies S $19,040 26

B International  
Development Studies M, S $19,040 27

B Media Communication M $19,040 27

B Social Science B, M $19,040 28

B Teaching/B Arts 
(Humanities) (Technology) 
(Mathematics) (Visual Arts)

B, C, M, S $19,040 29

B Visual Arts & Design M, S $19,040 30

B Youth Work M $19,040 31

B Arts/B Global Studies B, M, S $19,040 31

B Business Admin/ 
B Global Studies B, M, N, S $21,600 32

B Commerce/  
B Global Studies B, M, N, S $21,600 32

B Theology/  
B Global Studies B, M, S $19,040 33

M Education M, S $19,040 34

Grad Dip in Education 
(Secondary) B, C, M, S $23,800 34

M Educational Leadership B, M,N $19,040 35

M Teaching (Primary) M, S $19,040 36

M Teaching (Secondary) C, M, S $19,040 37

M Philosophy ALL $21,000 38

Doctor Philosophy (PhD) ALL $21,000 38

Doctor Education (EdD) Ba, B, C, M, S $23,120 38

LAW AND BUSINESS
DEGREES AT A GLANCE CAMPUS FEES 

(YEAR) PG.

Dip Business Info Systems N $15,960 63

Dip in Commerce B, M, N $15,960 63

B Accounting & Finance B, M, N $21,600 63

B Business Administration B, M, N $21,600 64

B Commerce B, M, N, S $21,600 65

B Human Resource Mngmt B, M, N $21,600 66

B Information Technology B, M, N $21,600 66

B Laws M, N $25,240 67

B Marketing B, M, N $21,600 67

B Arts/B Commerce B, M, N, S $21,600 68

B Arts/B Laws M, N, S $24,280 68

B Business Admin/B Laws M, N $24,280 69

B Comm/B Bus Admin B, M, N $21,600 69

B Info Tech/B Bus Admin B, M, N $21,600 70

B Commerce/B Laws M, N $24,280 71

B Laws/ B Global Studies M, N, S $24,280 71

B Theology/B Laws M, N, S $24,280 71

M Business Administration M, N $23,760 72

M Information Technology B, M, N $23,760 73

M Commerce (with majors 
in Accounting, Business Info 
Systems, HRM & Marketing)

B*, M, N $23,760 74

M Professional Accounting N, M $23,760 76

M Info Tech/M Business 
Admin B, M, N $23,760 77

M Commerce/M Business 
Admin B, M, N $23,760 77

M Professional Accounting / M 
Business Administration M, N $23,760 78

M Philosophy ALL $21,000 78

Doctor Philosophy (PhD) ALL $21,000 78
* Only marketing and business information system majors offered 
at this campus

So what do you need to do?
You need a smart phone that can access 
the internet and has a camera. 

You also need to install a QR reader app. 
We recommend QRReader for Apple and 
RedLaser for Android phones.

How to use the QR Codes
1. Open your QR reader app 

2. Place your mobile on top of the code 

3. The selected ACU webpage will open

4. You will be able to do the same 
thing with any code you find in this 
booklet. They will all take you to 
different pages!

STUDY ABROAD
PROGRAMS AT A GLANCE CAMPUS FEES* Pg.

Student Exchange ALL N/A 17

Study Abroad ALL $8,560 17

Study Abroad + ALL $8,560 17

* Study Abroad fees indicate the amount payable per semester.

Fees shown are yearly fees in Australian dollars. For 
indicative total fees, please see individual course pages. 
All programs are subject to change. For updated 
and detailed information please check the course 
website: www.acu.edu.au/courses

CAMPUS REFERENCE
Ba: Ballarat; B: Brisbane; C: Canberra; M: 
Melbourne; N: North Sydney; S: Strathfield 
(Sydney); ALL: All campuses
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ACU INTERNATIONAL
MELBOURNE
Level 5, 115 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy 
VIC 3065 Australia

NORTH SYDNEY
42 Edward Street, North Sydney 
NSW 2060 Australia

BRISBANE
1100 Nudgee Road, Banyo 
QLD 4014 Australia

CONTACT
study.international@acu.edu.au
www.acu.edu.au/int_contact
Phone enquires  +61 3 8676 7040

FIND AN AGENT
www.acu.edu.au/international/ 
how_to_apply/find_an_agent

APPLY ONLINE
www.acu.edu.au/iapply

JOIN US TODAY!
FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/ACUinternational 

TWITTER
www.twitter.com/studyacu 

BLOG 
 blogs.acu.edu.au/international 

SKYPE
acu.international.enquiry 

YOUTUBE
www.youtube.com/ACUinternational

AT ACU CHANGE STARTS WITH YOU.               
MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Information in this publication is correct at time of printing (March 2014) but is subject to change. The University reserves the right to amend, cancel or modify without notice, the content 
of any matter in this publication, and may withdraw any courses offered therein, or impose limitations on enrolment in any course. For up to date information please see  
www.acu.edu.au/international 
International student fees listed in this guide are quoted in Australian dollars and are indicative fees for students commencing in the 2015 academic year only based on a full-time study 
load (unless indicated otherwise). The university reserves the right to change international student fees at the beginning of each calendar year (i.e. 01 January). Studen ts who extend their 
course beyond the normal duration regardless of the reason will be required to pay increased fees based on prevailing fee levels.

The university conducts its activities in accordance with the Education Services for Overseas Students Act (ESOS) 2000.  
https://aei.gov.au/Regulatory-Information/Pages/Regulatoryinformation.aspx

CRICOS Registration: 00004G


